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Roger Casement and Mrs French Sheldon

Date: 1904

Subject: Roger Casement 
Description: Roger Casement and Mrs French Sheldon. On the back of this photograph is written 'Roger Casement and Mrs French Sheldon - Casement declaring that Germany would take and rule the Congo. Photograph by W.L. Royburgh, 1904'. The letters W.H.M.M, are also stamped onto the front and back of the photograph.
[Casement was travelling by steamer for more than three weeks from 7 November until his arrival in England on 30 November, with stops at the island of São Thomé and Lisbon. Apart from one encounter on 25 November, he was not sexually active. Indeed the general lack of such opportunities in Africa confirms the adage – the less you get, the less you want. In Casement’s case the inverse was certainly also true: 7‑22 November] …“Zaire” very pleasant…At S Thomé…Mrs. Sheldon called with Capt. Harrison of Sekondi & Egerton Purser & Dr. Camden…3402 miles from S Thomé to Lisbon…Concert in evg – P’guese Naval officer sang charmingly. Sat up all night reading Woman in White till 4 a.m…Blowing strong all day – many sick – but ship going well. Slept in smoke room. Very badly up to 4 pm…Peak of Tenerife well in view at 5 on port side…Passed Las Palmas about 9 p.m. “John’s” son there. “Bill” unknown to “John”…Beastly night and morning. Ship kicking like a colt…Sea still bad. Slept in smoke room very miserable.

