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On 1 March 1965, 40 years ago, the remains of Roger Casement were removed from Pentonville Jail and re-interred in Glasnevin Cemetery. Roger Casement was born in Sandycove, County Dublin, in 1864 and educated at Ballymena Academy, County Antrim. In 1884, he travelled to Africa as an employee of the International Association (later re-named the Congo International Association), an enterprise sponsored by King Leopold II of Belgium to develop his country's colony. Casement worked for a time as a surveyor for a railroad line. 

Casement left the company in 1892 to work for the British Consular Service. Posted to Nigeria (then called the Oil Rivers Protectorate), he undertook several map-making expeditions. 

After three years, Casement's performance had so impressed his superiors that he was advanced from an employee to a member of the consular service, without needing to take the Civil Service exam. He was stationed at various posts in southern Africa. 

In 1903, Casement was ordered to report on allegations of atrocities against indigenous people in the Belgian Congo. Casement's report confirmed that rubber production there was organised on the basis of forced labour, accompanied by horrendous punishments and mutilations of the population. 

Casement gained an international reputation for his humanitarian efforts in the Congo, and in 1910 he investigated charges of ill-treatment of indigenous people in the Putumayo region of Peru, again an area of rubber production. Once more, Casement's report lucidly exposed the 'murder, violation and constant flogging' to which people were subjected by agents of a rubber company, and the report's publication in 1912 created an international sensation. Casement was knighted for his services in 1911 and retired from the consular service in 1912. 

Despite his years of service to the British Empire, Casement had for many years held strong views in favour of Irish independence. He joined the Irish Volunteers, who he drilled on their foundation in 1913, and on the outbreak of World War I in 1914 he supported Britain's enemy, Germany, in the hope that it would assist the achievement of Irish independence. In 1914, he published Ireland, Germany and the Freedom of the Seas. Casement under orders from the IRB, travelled to Germany in 1914, where he endeavoured to secure significant military aid and to persuade Irish prisoners of war to join an Irish Brigade. In 1915, Casement published The Cause of War and the Foundations of Peace. 

Casement negotiated a German ship, the Aud, to sail for Ireland in April 1916, with several machine-guns, 20,000 rifles and a million rounds of ammunition for the Volunteers. But he unwittingly told a British spy about the consignment and the authorities were in a state of alert when the Aud arrived off the Irish coast. The German captain scuttled the ship rather than allow it to fall into British hands. 

Casement himself returned from Germany by U-boat, and having landed at Banna Strand, near Tralee, County Kerry, he was arrested by the RIC. Imprisoned in the Tower of London, he was placed on trial for high treason at the Old Bailey; he was convicted and sentenced to death. In the time honoured tradition of condemned Irish patriots, Casement delivered one of the finest speeches from the dock, in which he declared: 

"Self-government is our right, a thing born in us at birth, a thing no more to be doled out to us or withheld from us by another people than the right to life itself, than the right to feel the sun or smell the flowers, or to love our kind." 

On being sentenced to death, many famous figures, including George Bernard Shaw, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, the Archbishop of Canterbury, and the US Government issued appeals for clemency, given Casement's standing as an international humanitarian figure. In an attempt to deny him political martyrdom, British Government agents (amongst them the Director of Naval Intelligence, Captain Reginald Hall), circulated copies of Casement's personal diaries, which were full of graphic details of sexual encounters with other men. 

British Intelligence's strategy of releasing the diaries for public scrutiny to discredit Casement is a typical tactic of Perfidious Albion. But what is really scandalous is that the strategy worked. 

Some still refuse to accept that Casement was gay, based mainly on the belief that the Black Diaries were forged by the British. Most people today, however, accept Casement's sexuality, although the authenticity of the Diaries has still not been proven. 

The sad fact is that the debate around Casement has focused on whether or not the Diaries were forged and whether or not Casement was homosexual, rather than on his undisputed contribution to the cause of universal human rights and Irish freedom. 

Following an unsuccessful appeal, Roger Casement was hanged at Pentonville Prison on 3 August 1916. 
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Casement, a gay icon? 

A Chairde, 

In his article, Not just your average gay icon, (An Phoblacht 17 Feb) Shane Mac Thomáis makes a number of mistakes. 

He says "Casement negotiated a German ship, the Aud, to sail to Ireland in April 1916, with several machine-guns, 20,000 rifles and a million rounds" when in fact it was others who did the negotiating and organising. The ship was intercepted because the British had broken the German communication codes and not because he had "unwittingly told a British spy", as MacThomáis states. 

When he comes to discussing the Black Diaries, which portray Casement as an active homosexual and, apparently unknown to Mac Thomáis, a paedophile, he gets it wrong again. He presents us with the idea that the Diaries, may or may not have been forged but either way Casement was gay. In reality, the notion he was gay only arose when the British propaganda campaign against him got going. The only evidence is from British sources of that time and the Diaries themselves. There was, for instance, a story put out that he had been charged in Germany with homosexual offences. When the court records were checked after the war it was a hoax. So that just leaves us with the Diaries as evidence. If he is in doubt about the Diaries being genuine, as he claims, then it stands to reason he should have doubts about Casement being gay, since one depends on the other. 

The idea that someone who engages in paedophile activity, as referred to in the Black Diaries, can be a "gay icon" is appalling. It is an insult to gay people. 

I have spoken to three people in my life who have studied the Black Diaries in great depth. All were sure the Diaries are forged. One, Angus Mitchell, researcher and writer on Casement, comes from a Scottish family with strong links to the British Army. 

Two programmes appeared on TV three years ago claiming the Diaries had been found genuine by an expert. It was not a full all-round examination in any sense. There was a mix-up over the materials to inspect. The committee in charge lacked people with relevant training. Two other experts have since published assessments of the examination, saying it can not be taken seriously. 

Tim O'Sullivan, 

Secretary, 

Roger Casement Foundation, 

Dublin. 

NOT EVERYTHING IS BLACK AND WHITE ABOUT CASEMENT 'THE GAY ICON'
Sue Denham 
Sunday Times

27 February 2005
For years “unrepentant republicans” have claimed that allegations of homosexuality, and paedophilia, on the part of Sir Roger Casement, the failed arms importer and civil servant, were the work of British propagandists. So Sue was somewhat surprised to see him heralded as “a gay icon” for republicans in last week’s An Phoblacht (17/2/05) 

In the infamous Black Diaries, which until their recent emergence were dismissed as forgeries by IRA devotees, Sir Roger’s activities are described in graphic detail and were used to justify his execution. But while it now heralds Casement as the Graham Norton of 1916, An Phoblacht won’t make the final leap, claiming the “authenticity of the diaries has still to be proven”. Wrong. The authenticity of the diaries has been proved well beyond a reasonable doubt.

Sunday Times – Ireland

6 March 2005 

Letters to the Editor: Grey Black Diaries
SUE DENHAM (Not everything is black and white about Casement ‘the gay icon’, Comment, last week) arrogantly announces that “the authenticity of the Black Diaries has been proved”. Not so. The only tests to date deal with handwriting comparison. Charles Stewart Parnell and Alfred Dreyfus were wrongly implicated by handwriting “experts”. 

Your columnist’s unsupported assertion adds nothing to the case. More forensic analysis and further tests need to be done because the disputed documents remain as contested as ever. Thus the debate goes on. Truth will win. 

John Barnwell

Dublin 

EXPERTS DIFFER: Two American forensic experts, working independently of one another, assessed the Giles report of 2002 upon which, one presumes, Denham’s claim is based. 

Marcel Matley concludes: “Even if every document examined were the authentic writing of Casement, this report does nothing to establish the fact.” James J Horan, a forensics expert at the John Jay College of Criminal Justice, New York, writes: “To the question, ‘Is the writing Roger Casement’s?’ on the basis of the Giles report as it stands; my answer would have to be, I cannot tell.” 

People who believe the Black Diaries are forged are not die-hard republicans necessarily, but rather people who have looked into the matter and have come to certain conclusions. 

Close-up photographs of the diaries, showing clear evidence of erasure for the purpose of forged interpolation, were displayed at a Casement symposium in Dublin last October. Two well-known personalities, who in their writing had taken the diaries to be genuine, were invited to attend. They never replied and did not show up. 

Tim O’Sullivan

Roger Casement Foundation 
