BILL MCCORMACK CORRESPONDENCE 2000

Dear Bill 
Thanks for your email.  I suppose I was fascinated in a morbid sort of way (as one is) by the Curran murder partly due to the status of the victim, and the local gossip about the supposed sexual relationship between Iain Gordon and her brother.  Then him becoming a Catholic priest...

When I was at Trinity in the late 60s I knew slightly and attended a couple of events at the Killiney house of Harry Bieling the American who I think was involved in MacArthur’s capture after he had called on him there. I seem to turn up peripherally at everything.

Fergal Tobin of Gill & Macmillan is sitting on my manuscript. He has finally told me what I knew. It is half as long again as the contract indicated – 250,000 words or 500 pages on my computer. It may be more pages in book form. Proofs not yet available 

consequently but your offer will be filed for the future.

The annotated abridged diaries come to about 80,000 words.  He was the one who insisted on a biography (plus diaries) and I told him at every opportunity you could not do both in anything under 500 pages. Inglis and Reid took that much with no diaries.

If you (or anyone you know) have any acquaintance with him, a suggestion that Casement needs the full treatment here and that it would sell sufficient to make some money and certainly no loss, would be appreciated.

Best 

Jeff.

Dear Bill,

I would be more than happy to attend the 1 December Casement Colloquium 2 event at Kew. It is not clear whether you want me to speak or what. Is it a travel expenses paid operation if I do? 
I should be able to get to the Goldsmiths Biography Day as well.

On reflection I was a little disturbed that you are thinking of entitling the items in question ‘The Diaries Associated with Roger Casement’. They are his diaries. I know they are. So do 90% of the people who have ever done any research into them. Even many of those who dispute his authorship accept the ‘Black Diaries’ phrasing and none use such circumlocutions as ‘associated with’. 

I can accept that ‘Black Diaries’ is a somewhat loaded term even if it is very apposite but yours is effectively saying they are forged, since diaries ‘associated with’ someone are not diaries written by that someone. To use such a phrasing is a victory for the Mansergh Mitchells who can point out that the London authorities are moving into a sceptical mode - which they were not in previously. It also loses a lot in its weakness.

Regards

Jeff

6 October 2000.

Dear Jeff
Many thanks for details of Parmiter's funeral: I will make an effort to be
there. Hope all is in order for your double-bill in London on 1-2 December.
Goldsmiths will refund on your air ticket.


As the circulation list for Jeff's notification of Mr Parmiter's death is presumably based on an interest in Casement, can I take this opportunity of mentioning a Colloquium to be held at the Public Record Office at Kew, on Friday 1 December beginning at 2.00pm and running into a press briefing about future research on the diaries? Anyone wishing to attend should contact Sue Seber of the PRO at sue.seber@pro.gov.uk or me at the present e-mail address. The Colloquium takes place under the auspices of Goldsmiths College.

Thanks, Bill Mc Cormack

On Wednesday, November 15, 2000 Jeffrey Dudgeon wrote:

Times Death Notice
‘Geoffrey de Clifton Parmiter [1936 Casement biographer] on 12 November, [2000]
peacefully in his 91st year.
Funeral service at Church of the Sacred Heart, Edge Hill, Wimbledon on Monday 20 November at 10 a.m.
Enquiries to 020 8874 7698.’
Roger Sawyer told me at Kew that Parmiter’s son when phoned after the death reported that all Geoffrey Parmiter’s papers were destroyed during the war when Harrods repository? was bombed/burnt. 
However there is a suggestion that Parmiter transcribed and presumably owned the Dick Morten letters, bought at Sotheby’s auction by the NLI in 1994.

Geoffrey Parmiter in 1960 said “In my book Roger Casement, I wrote that ‘It is possible that [the Black Diaries] formed part of the evidence which Casement collected during his enquiry in the Putumayo and was carefully copied by Casement, but never published owing to its indecent character. This idea was developed in greater detail by Dr Maloney, also in 1936 and was adopted by Mr Noyes in 1957. An
examination however, of the diaries now in the Public Record Office reveals that this conjecture is untenable”.



email to Sue Seber at Kew  - 18 November 2000


Dear Sue,

 

I am attaching a couple of articles/speeches which you might like to print off - perhaps fifteen or so of each - for distribution or availability at the Goldsmiths/Kew Casement diaries event.

 

If I can get things arranged I may also have a number of photographs either emailed in advance or with me on floppy disk, which if you were able to project via PowerPoint mode on to a back screen would enhance my talk.

 

I will probably be in Kew the day before and could go through things with you. 

 

Hoping to hear from you before then.

 

Best 

 

Jeff,
 
