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	That this House welcomes the display of Sir John Lavery's painting of Roger Casement's appeal at the National Portrait Gallery; welcomes the decision to send the painting on semi-permanent loan to Dublin; recognises that he made a huge contribution to Irish independence before his execution in Pentonville Prison in 1916; and deeply regrets that the only memorial to him, in the Borough of Islington, at the Roger Casement Irish Centre, was closed by the Liberal Democrat council in 2000.
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Dear Chris Smith MP
Is there any chance you could amend EDM 1517 entitled 'Roger Casement' by adding after 'send the painting on semi-permanent loan to Dublin' the phrase 'in the hope that its display will be shared with the Ulster Museum in Belfast'? 
There is an Islington connection in the EDM's text. 
My letter to the Ulster Museum and other correspondence follows. 
I know we are now in the recess but my memory tells me amendments can still be sent in even if they will not appear until the autumn return. 
Regards and thanks for your (successful) efforts on our behalf getting Northern Ireland into the Sexual Offences Bill. 
Jeff Dudgeon.

56 Mount Prospect Park

Belfast

BT9 7BG  

17 July 2003

Dear Mr Gilmour,

I was advised by Hazel Sutherland of the National Portrait Gallery to write to the Chief Executive with a view to getting the large Casement appeal painting by Sir John Lavery shown at the Ulster Museum, preferably on a shared basis with Dublin.

I believe, especially as it is part of the Government Art Collection, that it would quite wrong for all sorts of reasons just to permit the painting to return to a public-access restricted site in Dublin’s Kings Inns never to be seen again in the UK let alone in the north.

It would be a positive move to display the painting in Belfast where there is no contemporary picture of Casement. I am sure it would be popular in a number of communities especially as there are already a number of Lavery paintings of significant Ulster political figures of the 1916-23 period on view in the museum. The National Portrait Gallery thought it of such importance that they have created a small exhibition around it and publicised it extensively.

The London event continues until the end of September which gives you time to open up discussions with the relevant parties. The Gallery issued a publicity sheet on the painting which is available on the web. I enclose also some of the letters in the Guardian which were generated by the showing and an article by that paper’s arts correspondent. The Daily Telegraph also ran an arts review article on the exhibition.

Yours sincerely

Jeffrey Dudgeon

[I had a letter published in the Guardian on 5 July 2003 with one from Kevin Mannerings and a later response from Manus O’Riordan.] 
I appeared on the BBC Radio 4 Today programme on 1 July 2003 to discuss the history of Casement and the Lavery picture.
Today Jeff Dudgeon interview notes
8.15 a.m. Tuesday 1 July 2003

Lavery portrait – Lady Lavery appeared on Irish banknotes as Hibernia.

“Casement on trial/half hidden by the bars/guarded – The Municipal Gallery Revisited.
The two major gay victims of the British legal establishment and the most famous homosexuals of the century were both Irish Protestant nationalists - Wilde and Casement.

Homosexuality is still a difficult issue in both parts of Ireland.

The Diary controversy continued even after the forensics tests came up with the expected result. Most old timers and the new modern forgery theorists still held fast to their view although the Irish Government appeared to accept their authenticity. 

However later last year there was an eerie silence when I published for the first time the seriously sexual 1911 diary which details his extensive cruising in Iquitos in Peru, and significant discoveries about Casement’s Belfast companion and his Norwegian boyfriend. 

Conspiracies die hard.

Casement is an icon, the key Irish revolutionary who ran guns twice for the precursors of the IRA, the Irish Volunteers and provided much of the ideology of separatism including the corrosive Anglophobia. Many Republicans are still in denial about the authorship of the Black Diaries. The new political dispensation which is reflected in the Lavery painting being displayed at the National Portrait Gallery will take time to work itself through.

