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                    2 July 2003

Dear Daily Telegraph Editor,

Your article (‘Casement’s terrible moment of destiny’, 2 July 2003) reports on Sir John Lavery’s painting of Roger Casement’s trial at the National Portrait Gallery in London. Despite being part of the Government Art Collection and returned for restoration, it is to go back on long-term loan to Dublin in October.

Casement (like Lavery) was an Ulsterman. Although born in Dublin and raised largely in London he spent his formative teenage years in Co Antrim with his Protestant (but not necessarily Unionist) relatives in Ballymena and Ballycastle.

Now that the diaries’ authenticity is accepted by all but a few Republicans or grievance-mongers, Casement’s sexuality should be celebrated rather than disputed. At the same time his seminal, separatist (even anglophobic) outlook ought to be scrutinised rather than veiled by forgery theories. Casement was not just an Irish patriot and British humanitarian but a prodigious gay man and an implacable revolutionary whose views still hold sway in, and affect, Ulster on a daily basis. 

Dublin already has two Casement portraits (both by Sarah Purser) in the National Gallery of Ireland and the Senate. So let Belfast whose museum lacks such portraiture have a turn at display rather than shunt Casement’s trial depiction off to Dublin’s King’s Inns for good.

Yours sincerely

Jeffrey Dudgeon

(author Roger Casement: The Black Diaries, Belfast Press 2002)

