[Letters published in Guardian 5 July 2003 with one from Kevin Mannerings and a later response from Manus O’Riordan.]

Letters 

Portraits of Casement 

Saturday July 5, 2003
The Guardian 

You report (Trial of a traitor - Casement painting goes on display, July 2) that Sir John Lavery's picture, despite being part of the government art collection, will "go back to Dublin in October on semi-permanent loan". 

Casement (like Lavery) was an Ulsterman. Although born in Dublin and raised largely in London, he spent his formative years in Co Antrim among his Protestant (but not necessarily unionist) relatives. 

Now that the diaries' authenticity is accepted by all but a few republicans, Casement's sexuality should be celebrated rather than disputed. At the same time his seminal, separatist (even anglophobic) outlook ought to be scrutinised rather than veiled by forgery theories. He was not just a hero and humanitarian, but a fearless gay man and a revolutionary whose views still hold sway in, and affect, Ulster on a daily basis. 

Dublin already has two Casement portraits (both by Sarah Purser) in the National Gallery of Ireland and the senate. So let Belfast, whose museum lacks such portraiture, have a turn at display rather than "shuffle" Casement's trial depiction off to Dublin's King's Inns again. 
Jeffrey Dudgeon
Author, Roger Casement: The Black Diaries 

Your description of Roger Casement as a "sexual pariah" is a new addition to the collection of questionable labels this respected Irishman has been given (pervert, paedophile, stalker etc). When gay historians come to analyse the origins of the horrible stereotype of gay men as paedophiles, the Black Diaries will be essential reading. The stereotype is of course a forgery. The diaries are too. 

At the symposium on the tests last year, Professor James Horan, a New York forensic expert invited to peer review the Goldsmiths College study, rejected the research, pointing out there was no evidence the comparative material used was actually Casement's writing. The handwriting expert Frits Cohen said no tests had been done for erasure, so the claim there has been no interpolation in the diaries would not be admissible in an English court. 

Scottish historian Angus Mitchell, hardly a romantic Irish republican, deserves great credit for seeing past the diaries and revealing the extent of Casement's heroic human rights campaigns in the Congo and the Putumayo. He remains convinced of the forgery, calling the diaries "deeply homophobic" documents. Having studied the 1911 diary in detail, I am satisfied that there is evidence of erasure and interpolation, which could be confirmed in further forensic work. 
Kevin Mannerings
Bad Wildbad, Germany
kevin.mannerings@vr-web.de Letter 

Coming out 
Wednesday July 9, 2003
The Guardian 

As an Irish republican who has no problems with Roger Casement being homosexual, and who respects Jeffrey Dudgeon's research on this matter, I hope I do not cause offence by not responding to his call that "Casement's sexuality should be celebrated" (Letters, July 5). Will acknowledgement not suffice? 
Casement is described as "a fearless gay man", but he chose not to be fearlessly gay. That was his private life. Let us celebrate what Casement himself chose to fearlessly celebrate in public life - his "coming out" as an Irish republican patriot willing to sacrifice his life in vindication of his own country's right to self-determination.
Manus O'Riordan
Dublin
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                    2 July 2003

Dear Editor,

Your Arts correspondent, Fiachra Gibbons, (‘Trial of a traitor – Casement painting goes on display’, 2 July 2003) reports that Sir John Lavery’s picture despite being part of the Government Art Collection will ‘go back to Dublin in October on semi-permanent loan’. 

Casement (like Lavery) was an Ulsterman. Although born in Dublin and raised largely in London he spent his formative years in Co Antrim among his Protestant (but not necessarily Unionist) relatives.

Now that the diaries’ authenticity is accepted by all but a few Republicans, Casement’s sexuality should be celebrated rather than disputed. At the same time his seminal, separatist (even anglophobic) outlook ought to be scrutinised rather than veiled by forgery theories. He was not just a hero and humanitarian but a fearless gay man and a revolutionary whose views still hold sway in, and affect, Ulster on a daily basis. 

Dublin already has two Casement portraits (both by Sarah Purser) in the National Gallery of Ireland and the Senate. So let Belfast whose museum lacks such portraiture have a turn at display rather than ‘shuffle’ Casement’s trial depiction off to Dublin’s King’s Inns again.

Yours sincerely

Jeffrey Dudgeon

(author Roger Casement: The Black Diaries, Belfast Press 2002)

