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REVIEW DETAILS

Roger Casement: The Black Diaries - With a Study of his Background, Sexuality, and Irish Political Life (679pp.) was launched by Professor Paul Bew (now Lord Bew of Donegore) of Queen’s University Belfast on 21 November 2002 at the Linen Hall Library in Belfast. 

Full-page previews and photo-led extracts appeared in the Belfast Telegraph (18 November 2002) and Ireland on Sunday (17 November), with a news story in the Observer (Irish edition) the previous week. The author gave interviews on BBC Radio Ulster’s Talkback, and Sunday Sequence, and RTE Radio 1’s Tonight with Vincent Browne in an hour-long discussion of the Casement controversy. RTE TV’s The View chose it as book of the week and broadcast a three-person panel review (including a authenticity sceptic, Margaret O’Callaghan of QUB) after a filmed reading by the author in the National Museum pictured beside Casement’s Irish Brigade uniforms. 

It was reviewed in the Daily Telegraph, on 28 December 2002, by the former Irish Taoiseach, or Prime Minister, John Bruton; on 5 January 2003 in the Sunday Telegraph by Christopher Andrew, the MI5 historian (both reviews are on the Telegraph website or accessible through www.nuzhound.com) and in the Irish Independent on 11 January 2003; favourably in the Belfast Telegraph by John Hunter, a barrister journalist, with Ballycastle connections on 4 January 2003; and also by Brendan O'Connell in the January 2003 issue of Dublin's Gay Community News. 

The Irish Times review on 19 January 2003 was by Senator David Norris. Brendan Clifford discussed the book (and the author’s life and times) at some length in the Irish Political Review/Northern Star’s January and February 2003 editions and again in October 2011 alongside another article by Manus O’Riordan. Fortnight carried a page-long review (see www.fortnight.org/casement) in its February 2003 edition by William Crawley of the BBC’s Sunday Sequence programme. The March 2003 issue of GI, a glossy Dublin gay magazine, carried an article with several pages of extracts and commentary about the book. The April 2003 edition of Gay Times had a review by Scottish novelist, Graeme Woolaston which almost uniquely concentrated on the Irish political aspects. The Belfast News Letter finally printed an (edited) review by Roger Sawyer in October 2003. History Ireland carried an extensive review by Margaret O’Callaghan of QUB in its Winter 2003 edition. She was not convinced of the diaries’ authenticity. The Irish Economic and Social History Journal (2003 edition) published a rancorous review by Angus Mitchell which accused the author of being homophobic. 

The Spring 2004 edition of the Irish Literary Supplement published by Boston College for the American Conference on Irish Studies (ACIS) carried a hostile three-page review of the book by Coilin Owens of George Mason University. He did however accept the authenticity of the diaries. A correspondence ensued in the Fall 2004 issue with a response from this author. 

In its edition of 27 May 2004, the New York Review of Books published an extensive 6,000-word article/review by the novelist Colm Tóibín of Roger Casement: The Black Diaries and three other Casement books (those by Angus Mitchell, Bill McCormack and Séamas O Síocháin). Tóibín described Dudgeon’s book as “perhaps the most complete and interesting so far”. McCormack criticised Tóibín in a response in September 2004. Tóibín replied effectively in the same issue. The Irish Political Review continues an ongoing controversy over Casement’s political role and the authenticity of the diaries in almost every issue. They still insist they were forged.

BBC 2 broadcast its hour-long television documentary on the Casement diaries on Tuesday 20 May 2003, (first shown on BBC 4 in 2002 as its opening programme which sent the author W.G. Sebald to sleep) and again in March 2004 after a programme on King Leopold, which aroused, in England, new interest in Casement’s life. 

The diaries controversy re-ignited somewhat over articles in the Guardian and Daily Telegraph and consequent correspondence over the display of Sir John Lavery’s picture of Casement’s appeal hearing at the National Portrait Gallery in London and a BBC Radio 4 Today interview with the author on 1 July 2003. 

In September 2008, Professor Roy Foster wrote a long review in the Times Literary Supplement of Séamas Ó Síocháin's, Roger Casement: Imperialist, Rebel, Revolutionary (Lilliput Press, Dublin, 2008). The review is variously entitled 'Casement Cults - The best account yet of the campaigner whose radicalism, execution and homosexually explicit diaries made him a hero of Dublin, the Congo and Peru' and 'Roger Casement versus the British Empire - The story of an Irishman with two diaries, one for his sex life, and one for his humanitarian campaigns'. Take your pick, but the review is something of a tour de force and, references this book extensively and glowingly.

The diary controversy continues unabated as the Roger Casement Foundation and the Aubane Historical Society/Irish Political Review/BICO maintain a forgery position. 

See also the Dublin Review of Books website for the author’s extensive review of Séamas Ó Síocháin’s book (Issue 7, 2008) - www.drb.ie/more_details/08-09-28/he_could_tell_you_things.aspx
No nationalist or Republican paper in the north published a review despite promises and provision of duplicate review copies. Similarly, despite giving interviews to both BBC and RTE for their TV programmes, no reference to the author was carried or interview used, and both ignored the gay (as opposed to the authenticity of the diaries) and the Ulster aspects of Casement.
The Peruvian novelist and 2010 Nobel prize winner, Mario Vargas Llosa, visited Belfast in the autumn of 2009 and the author took him to the Glens of Antrim and Galgorm Castle in Ballymena where he was researching his novel on Casement. It was published in November 2010, in Spanish, under the title El sueño del celta or ‘Dream of the Celt’ and acknowledges the author’s assistance.
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LAUNCH OF NEW BOOK ON ROGER CASEMENT

The publication of Roger Casement: The Black Diaries, by Jeffrey Dudgeon, claims to settle once and for all the controversy over the Irish patriot’s private writings. Believing them to be authentic, his book describes the various forgery theories and why they do not stack up. He supplies evidence in the form of previously unseen letters and photographs which prove Casement’s homosexual orientation, and confirm the events, big and small, that the former British diplomat wrote up in his diaries. 

Casement, who defected to Germany in October 1914, was hanged in August 1916 for treason, after landing in Co Kerry from a submarine in April of that year for the Easter Rising. In 1965 his body was exhumed from Pentonville Prison. He was then given a state funeral in Dublin.

Mr Dudgeon, before the launch of his 680-page book, stated “It can never be argued again that the Black Diaries are other than authentic. Where the recent handwriting tests may have indicated that Casement penned the words on the page, this book supplies the background detail which proves they were his diaries and that the events he described actually happened. His lovers in the ports and cities right around the Atlantic Ocean are also revealed as real people.” It was Casement whose investigations for the British government into rubber slavery and genocide in the Congo, and the Peruvian Amazon, in 1903 and 1910, investigations outlined in the Black Diaries, alongside his private pursuits, which brought him a knighthood in 1911. 

The author, a leading human rights campaigner who won a key victory for Northern Ireland homosexuals at the European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg in 1981, said “I started this research with the intention of putting all five of Casement’s diaries into the public domain, for the first time, especially as his highly erotic 1911 diary has never previously been seen, the London government threatening any publisher with an obscenity charge. But gradually I came to realise how the story of Casement’s developing Irish separatism and his connections to the early Republicans of Belfast, which revealed many other links to present-day Sinn Féin, needed to be told. The result is a book which opens up those previously untold areas of his Ulster background and Irish political contribution.”

He continued, “What I believe I have achieved is closure on the forgery issue. The importance of Casement as the man who arranged the first arms for the IRA in 1914, and followed that up with a second shipment in 1916, for the Easter Rising, can now emerge from behind the dirty tricks allegations. To know how and why those first arms were commissioned is to know how they might be decommissioned, for Casement’s hardline views and anglophobia were to become an integral part of the ideology of the new movement that swept all before it in Ireland in the decade from 1916, one which re-emerged thirty years ago in the north.”

Mr Dudgeon concluded, “The book can assist peace and reconciliation as it removes one obstacle to better relations between Britain and Ireland, an obstacle that has now little or no substance, but was an important example as to how perceived wrongs can lead to a high-powered response of rage.” Casement who is usually described as an Ulster Protestant is revealed in the book to be deeply antagonistic to what was thought to be his own Co. Antrim background while an explanation is offered for his hostility to the Ulster Scots and to Unionism.

This new book, published by Belfast Press, provides considerable biographical detail on a number of Casement’s boyfriends including the Belfast Bank official Millar Gordon, and the sociopathic Norwegian sailor Adler Christensen who twice betrayed his benefactor. It deals with the Easter Rising, offering new information on London’s inability to read or understand the intelligence signals they were receiving from intercepts, and details the attempts in the 1930s to stifle the truth concerning Casement’s homosexuality. Significant information on Casement’s formative years in Ballymena and on his troubled family background are also detailed. 

Author’s biographical sketch

The author, Jeffrey Dudgeon, was born in Belfast in 1946 and educated at local primary schools, Campbell College, Magee University College, and Trinity College, Dublin. He joined the Northern Ireland Labour Party while at school, long campaigned for the right to join the Labour Party, and is still involved in local politics. In 1975, he co-founded the Northern Ireland Gay Rights Association (NIGRA), and in 1981 was the winning plaintiff at the European Court of Human Rights at Strasbourg in a case against the British Government. This resulted in the decriminalisation of homosexuality in Northern Ireland in 1982 and was the first successful gay human rights case in Europe. 

A civil servant for many years, from 1995-8, he worked as parliamentary assistant and constituency office manager for the UK Unionist MP for North Down. He was engaged, full time, in researching this book for the following two years, returning in 2000 to the Department of Health at Stormont. Until recently, honorary secretary of the Irish Association’s northern branch, Jeff continues to live in Belfast, working with NIGRA on legal and police issues. His email address for contact, or comment, is jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com.

Jeff Dudgeon was awarded the International Lesbian and Gay Association’s certificate of appreciation, for the promotion of fundamental human rights in Europe, by the President of the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe, in Lisbon, on 25 October 2002.

Dust Jacket Text

For the first time, all Roger Casement’s Black Diaries are here published together, including the erotically-charged 1911 Diary over which London threatened an obscenity prosecution, thus preventing previous publication. This volume provides both a comprehensive view of the texts, with explanations for many of the cast of characters, famous, infamous, and fleeting, and a context for the author whose significance and seminal role in the political development of independent Ireland has been masked by the debates over the diaries’ authenticity. This is a uniquely fresh and original look at the Irish patriot and humanitarian, hanged in 1916 for treason. It was Casement whose reports on rubber slavery and genocide in King Leopold’s Congo and the Peruvian Amazon, in 1904 and 1911, reflected in two of the Black Diaries, that shocked Edwardian England. 

The book also deals with the neglected sides of Casement’s life, his involvement in Ulster politics, his family background in Co. Antrim, his Belfast boyfriend Millar Gordon, and the sociopathic Norwegian sailor, Adler Christensen, as well as a comprehensive view of the authenticity controversies, and his time in Africa and Brazil.

Roger Casement had iconic status in life and after death was sanctified and vilified in equal measure. His real self was consequently obscured. This book combines a rigorous academic study of Casement, the public and political figure (with over 1,000 references and an extensive bibliography), alongside an account of his personal life, sexuality, and consular career, and an informed view of how they all interlocked and originated. It also provides a fresh assessment of the events of the Easter Rising, and an up-to-date account of the controversies that have swirled around Casement to this day, including the attempts made in Dublin, from the 1930s, to threaten the truth about the Black Diaries.
No Roger Casement - No Easter Rising: Casement groomed the key personnel who set about creating the Irish Republic, from 1904 to 1923. He commissioned the first arms for the IRA - on two occasions, in 1914 and 1916. To know about Roger Casement is to know why Ireland achieved independence and why Ulster stayed separate remaining in the UK after partition. This volume therefore provides an insight into how the political conflict in the north could be diminished, and the arms (and rhetoric) might be decommissioned. 

