Genocide 101: The Atrocities of the Amazon Rubber Boom
 Roger Casement's Putumayo Journey
 Contemporary Cultural Representations thereof

Saturday 26 March 2011
An Foras Feasa Seminar Room, Iontas Building, NUI Maynooth

One hundred and one years ago, Roger Casement, then British Consul General in Rio de Janeiro, traveled to the Putumayo region in the Upper Amazon to investigate allegations of atrocities connected with the rubber production activities of the Peruvian Amazon Company. For his searing Putumayo Report documenting the crimes against the indigenous Amerindian populations, he was awarded a knighthood. Shortly afterwards, his involvement in the Irish nationalist agenda led to his infamous trial and execution. These events have generated passionate political, scholarly and cultural debate over the last century. This intensive inter-disciplinary symposium on the period of rubber terror features a day of complementary papers on the Putumayo Indians, Casement, the natural resources of the Amazon, and on the representations of all of these in forms of contemporary cultural production.
Welcome and Coffee

10:30 – 11:30:
Séamas Ó Siocháin (Department of Anthropology, NUI, Maynooth)

‘“More power to the Indians”: Roger Casement, the Putumayo, and Indigenous Rights’
11:30 – 12:30:
Juan Álvaro Echeverri, (Department of Anthropology, Universidad Nacional de Colombia; Faculty of Arts- An Foras Feasa Visiting Fellow)
‘To heal or to remember: Indian memory of the rubber boom and Roger Casement's “Basket of Life”’
Lunch

14:00 – 15:00:
David Barnwell (Department of Spanish, NUI, Maynooth)
‘ “This most gallant gentleman 

That is in quick-lime laid.” Mario Vargas Llosa’s Casement’

15:00 – 16:00: Professor Luke Gibbons (Department of English, NUI, Maynooth)



'Photographing the Primitive: Casement and Surrealism'
Conclusion
