15 March 2002 (by email)

Alan Gilsenan (RTE/Crossing the Line TV company)

Your assistant Kathy's message to me on my answering machine ten days 

ago ended with the words "unfortunately you didn't make it into the 

programme" which explained my email to your co-producer Kim Bartley (see 

below).

Despite, up to a week ago, still being in the second episode of your RTE film, 

as you told me in Dublin, I am told I had disappeared by the final cut, as shown 

last night. So Kathy was remarkably prescient. My email to Kim therefore stands.

The words 'pathetic' and 'mono-cultural' somehow keep entering my head.

Jeff.

5 March 2002

Dear Kim,

Thank you for the courtesy in advising me of the imminent broadcast of your programme(s) on Casement. The recorded message I received from your assistant however ended with an extremely disappointing sentence saying that I would not be included.

I was taken aback by this, partly as I gave a good interview, and also because you had two hours of time to fill so I reckoned there must be a few minutes available to deal with some of the issue I raised, and represent. A reason for my absence would be appreciated.

I also read in a preview that the programme opens with “the most controversial issue that surrounds Casement’s memory. Was he homosexual or was he a paedophile?” This was an area covered in my interview. It is also the case that there have been a series of articles, two by me, but also others by Angus Mitchell and Roger Sawyer, and Kevin Mannerings around this whole topic, over the last year or so, in Gay Community News in Dublin, the most recent in the February 2002 issue. I reckoned you would therefore know the way this matter was being discussed and treated was an issue with Irish gays.

What I fear is that there will be no speaker on the programmes who is gay, and certainly none from Ulster who is not a nationalist. I remain to be proved wrong and will know shortly. If it is the case, I think you will have done a disservice to a number of people and to the concept of balance and fairness. 

Perhaps I represent a line that cannot be crossed. I have certainly had a series of run-ins with the Irish Times since the symposium where a commission delivered, and letters sent, fell by the wayside, with the lamest of excuses. Perhaps the BBC programme will cut me out too and I can then accept that the media throughout the British Isles is at least consistent.

I look forward to the programmes, which I imagine will be good and perhaps gripping. The South American content should be especially intriguing. I ask only one thing, the redeeming of a promise you gave me at the St Stephens Green club - delivery to me of a copy of the tapes of my interview with Alan. [A promise never redeemed]

Jeff Dudgeon

56 Mount Prospect Park

Belfast

BT9 7BG

