DANIEL BEAUMONT EMAILS ON FANTO LITHOGRAPH 2007

Daniel

80 biographies is some effort. I did a paper on one Irishman and it took half a year. You must know P Maume then?

Oddly I saw RB McDowell last week and questioned him about Hyde. He was somewhat dismissive of his gay law reform efforts. "Well bred gentleman just lived quiet (homosexual) lives". 

"Can you imagine Harold Nicholson leading a gay parade?" he concluded.

See you next month hopefully.

Jeff.
Dear Jeff

I used to write history; in fact a PhD from TCD (1999) where I was the RB McDowell Research Fellow for a few years. My area is Early Modern social, cultural and architectural; my thesis was on Protestant Landowners in what was the King's and Queen's Counties (research on some southern planters for a change!). I keep being urged to publish it (it can be ordered up at TCD if your ever there). I have written 80 short biogs for the forthcoming Dictionary Irish Biog. I will no doubt get the bug to write but holding down a job, commuting and trying to have a personal life makes this difficult at moment!!

I am due to visit in October as i have many good chums in Belfast so will definitely look you up!

When i get a moment i shall print and read the articles you kindly enclosed.

Best Wishes

Daniel.
Daniel

I think that was the Queer Space photographic event on Dublin Road when we met alongside Monica McWilliams. 

Do you write any history?

As to courts, I am trying to research the trial records in PRONI of Edward de Cobain and asking around Belfast about a famous trial in the 1960s of Ernie and Jim but no one has any significant memory. Minds seem to addle early here. Attaching my Belfast gay geography centenary article. 

Get in touch when you are over next.

Sold three Casement books on Amazon in two days. Something is happening out there. Reviews’ detail also attached.

Visited Ulick O'Connor in Dublin last week and he indicated how Ernest Blythe lived opposite when he was a child (Ulick that is). Blythe, a northern Protestant, was in charge of the 77 executions of Republicans and later ran the Abbey Theatre for decades.

Jeff

4 September 2007

Dear Jeff

Thanks for quick response. It is useful to put the artist's name to what is quite a haunting image. I acquired it among a box of prints from an auction (in order to get an interesting picture with a piece of printed linen sold in aid of Hugh Lane gallery with famous Irish actors on in 1913). By acquatint, i mean that i think the Casement image i have is an original print (i.e. not photographic) whereby the artist has scraped an image and used chemicals on a plate and then printed a relatively small number of images. It is a pity that there is no signature.

I have your Black Diary book and do refer back to it; esp interested in all the international context you provide. Obviously with modern eyes his treatment by the British state was very harsh indeed. But it is also interesting how the Irish also treated their own patriots (e.g. Childers killed by fellow Irishmen for trumped up charges of having a firearm) just after independence.

I think we met an event to do with opening of Pride week one year (i recall also there was a lady there who used to be a Human Rights commissioner; probably 2 years ago now).

I do admire all the work you have done in NI for gay rights. I think there is a lot of good history to write still on this area (e.g. using court files to ascertain the 'sub-culture' which existed and the waste of police time chasing men in the 70s a and even 80s!)

Best wishes, and thanks again

Daniel.

Daniel

That is OK though I am replying from home.

The original of that Casement print which Roger Sawyer uses on his 1910 diary book cover in a Warhol-like sequence is apparently in the British Museum and is by one Leonhard Fanto:

Portrait of Sir Roger Casement; head and shoulders to half-r,

with beard and moustache and wearing a collar and tie. 1916

Black chalk, heightened with white, on grey paper

Height: 522 mm

Width: 388 mm

Registration number: 1937, 0710.14

Donated by: Contemporary Art Society

I don’t know the story of the print run, who did it and by whom. I can ask Roger. The photograph it is based on is the same as was used in the two 1966 commemoration Irish stamps. I think it was taken in Germany.

Do you know the history and dating of the version you have? I don't know what an aquatint is.

If you are history minded you may appreciate my Montgomery Hyde paper which I am attaching. And then there is my Casement book…

I wonder what the event was we met.

Jeff

-----Original Message-----

From: Daniel Beaumont 

dutchquarter@yahoo.co.uk

Sent: 28 August 2007 22:40

To: Dudgeon, Jeff

Subject: Casement

Dear Mr Dudgeon

Apologies for using your work email but this is what came up on a Google search! I used to live in Belfast and met you at a LGB event a few years back. I am sorting out some old pictures and came across this one of Casement.

I was wondering if you knew anything about it?; it is an original print (probably acquatint) and I have not been able to find a similar likeness.

I would be grateful to hear if you know anything about it?

with all best wishes, and apologies again for using your civil service account

