DAVID GRANT (IRISH BRIGADE WEBSITE) EMAILS 2011-20
-------- Original Message -------- 

	Subject: 
	RE: McGoey

	Date: 
	Sat, 14 May 2011 15:11:25 +0000

	From: 
	Jeff Dudgeon <jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com

	To: 
	David Grant <david@corisande.com



That second message dated 23 April 1916 mentioning a Wilson liner comes from Bailey's information given in Kerry on Saturday 23 April and is, as suggested, timed after the scuttling of the Aud. Presumably the submarine numbers were his as well. 

The 16 April warning message is derived from the Room 40 intercepts. I recall concerns in London about whether there was a second ship. As you say, David, McGoey could not have been aware of any of this.

Boyd and I were colleagues in various integrationist/Labourite movements.

Jeff



Date: Fri, 13 May 2011 12:16:41 +0200
From: david@corisande.com
To: jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com
Subject: Re: McGoey

Jeff

The British certainly expected the Aud
http://www.irishbrigade.eu/other-men/casement/HMS-Safeguard.jpg
http://www.irishbrigade.eu/other-men/casement/MaritimeWilsonliner.jpg
They even knew the identification numbers of the two subs involved (original and replacement). That did not come from McGoey, but, to me is indicative of the knowledge the British had. I have not delved too deeply into the Aud, as that did not really concern the Irish Brigade

I knew Boyd Black very well. I was in contact with him a couple of years ago to try to meet up with him when I was in Ireland, but never managed to fix a date.

David


On 13/05/2011 11:26, Jeff Dudgeon wrote: 

David wrote:

"He must have been picked up by the British in Kirkwall, which is what information that got back to Germany. But the British must have "turned" him in the same way the Bailey was turned. And let him back into society in a few weeks. He was of no use to them after the Rising and after a debrief."

I don't buy that at all in relation to McGoey (I being an anti-conspiracist). If London got hold of him there would be some paper trace. If he had told them about the Rising they would surely have done something with the information. If he didn't say anything why would they have released him, even before Casement was executed? 

No he got back to the UK through Denmark or Norway, somehow or other, and avoided any further involvement. He certainly did not go near Dublin despite the faith Casement placed in him and his shared rising-scepticism. 

Bailey wasn't even properly 'turned' or interrogated forcefully, just allowed to proceed with minimal pressure. Had his knowledge been sent to Dublin Castle earlier than 4am history would have been different. I accept that Hall and Thomson were not the best at using the information they received for political reasons and their own inadequacy. Listening to the other Hall did not help.

Have you read or come across the Aud book/author?

I know in the city only two people from my days at school, John Gray and Boyd Black; and I have tussled with David Cook at book launches. All three political. I was a day boy.

Jeff


Read this one recently: 
NLI MS 31,743   “Copy report of John Kearney, former Royal Irish Constabulary head constable at Tralee, to Minister for Home Affairs, Irish Provisional Government, Eamon Duggan, re arrest of Roger Casement.”
My notes: Accession 4381. Ash Wednesday 1922. Kearney item (six pages) - Aud “twice searched by British Patrol boats and passed as “regular” by each of them.” “He told me many startling and astounding things and practically every detail of the movement. If I gave a tenth of our conversation it would be sufficient evidence in itself to condemn him…My lips were sealed then and have been sealed ever since.” 
“Baily was arrested on Saturday and on Easter Sunday he gave a detailed account to the D.I. telling him that the Rebellion was to break out on Easter Sunday and that Dublin Castle was to be attacked etc. This information was ciphered to Dublin Castle and reached there at 4.0 a.m. on Easter Monday.”
Also an evocatively written narrative of six pages by John Blackwell, Ardfert, dated 1966, and titled “The Casement landing and his footsteps to the RIC Barracks at Ardfert” Tells of the Kerry witnesses. Bailey mentioned.


NLI MS 13085/24 (unfinished note)
"Dear Comrades:

The hopes of seeing you again and, on let us trust a brighter 
morning for Ireland and her children, cheers me now. For on that 
day we will have a fuller and truer conception of the motives 
that imperatively demanded my apparently cold and feelingless
departure. However I full realize that despite my". 

[RC note: John McGoey's farewell to his comrades
18 March 1916, Berlin.]

NLI MS 17580 
On Hotel Saxonia, Berlin notepaper:
"Instructions to John McGoey. 
19.3.16
Send word from Copenhagen when you start.
This can be done through the German Legation. 
The German Minister can send word to the Foreign Office here to let Captain Monteith know when you sailed."



Date: Thu, 12 May 2011 20:23:20 +0200
From: david@corisande.com
To: jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com
Subject: Re: Irish Brigade

Jeff

Nice to hear from you. And thanks for those notes, I will digest them this evening

I went to university in England. married one of the natives, and never lived in Ireland again. My parents died a few years ago and my brother and sister live in England, so I have no reason to visit Belfast these days. But we do go to Dublin for a week or so each year. I live in Spain now - better climate than Belfast :-)

Irish Brigade?. You may have difficulty following the logic of this. I was into genealogy. My grandfather was in Dublin Fusiliers - Easter Rising, Somme and Custom House!. I inherited his papers when my father died, and my father had done nothing with them. From them I got interested in RDF and was looking at their POWs one day, and came across the Irish Brigade, and realised that nobody really knew much about them. I was interested in looking at them from the bottom up, rather than the top down. In other words Casement himself was not that important to me. 

Having got stuck into them I gradually realised that the peripheral figures like McGoey, Nicholson, Boehm and so on were actually very important. 

I am quite proud of the stuff I have unearth on McGoey, as you say backwards and forwards in time to prove that he survived - I probably never will convince the die hards that he survived, but I believe that the paper trail I have presented is robust. You are as aware as I am on the implications of it. Some even speak of McGoey as being the first Easter Rising martyr. There is still a lot to come out on McGoey and one of his descendants has still to come back to me with some extra information that they are getting for me. And I think I can find more in Nat Archives when I am there in July. He must have been picked up by the British in Kirkwall, which is what information that got back to Germany. But the British must have "turned" him in the same way the Bailey was turned. And let him back into society in a few weeks. He was of no use to them after the Rising and after a debrief.

Boehm is proving interesting too. I have unearthed a 200 page FBI report on him.  Does your book have the 1915/1916 stuff from Casements diary. All I have found was some old excerpts in Irish Independent, I am trying to cross check dates as to when Casement actually went to Limburg or Zossen. And also when he met Boehm. The Germans were stringing Casement along with Boehm, who was in fact a high level spy/sabotage man who seemed to spend most of his time on trans-Atlantic ships, and the rest in bed with various German women in USA. I have not read your book, I am afraid, as I have avoided too may on Casement, as they tend not to cover much on Irish Brigade, I have the Curry Book and one on Black Diaries

Bailey was a bit of an effort to track, as he did not leave too easy a path, but the survival of his service record was a big help

I suppose Adler and Zehndler are more your province than mine! They did not could not, impinge on Irish Brigade. Mind you it is an interesting question as to what happened to Zehndler.

Monteith is a bit of a fraud. A Corporal was all he reached in British Army after being in for years. And to me it is not surprising that he gave up in Jan 1916, when Casement opted out too. He really did not have the education or training to command that group.

"McKeogh/Keogh was a complete spoofer. I haven't read the recent book but dread what drivel is in it." Funniest one with his writings is he says he rode on an ancestor’s horse in Fort Riley, the horse being the only survivor of Little Big Horn. Well the horse was in Fort Riley when Keogh was there, but had been dead about 20 years and was (still is) sitting stuffed in a glass case!

Regards

David



On 12/05/2011 19:37, Jeff Dudgeon wrote: 

David

Those were my years at Campbell. Maybe I am you.

I am intrigued to know how and why you developed such an interest in the Irish Brigade.

Did you get or see a copy of my Casement book which carries quite a lot of detail about Casement in Germany and the Irish Brigade?

You have managed to do, with your incredibly thorough research, backwards and forwards genealogically, not to mention historically, what I was going to do on Bailey and McGoey, having discovered a little about their lives after 1916. 

However I had only spotted McGoey's name on the US passenger entry for 1920 and thus knew neither side had killed him. The other mystery men were Adler, Max Zehndler (boy), and to a degree Chatterton Hill and Monteith. (I didn't realise he was a Protestant and Connolly socialist). Your Bailey material is wonderful too.

My other/related projects, transcription and publication of Casement's writings and diaries in Germany and a coffee table photograph book remain possibles. I have many transcriptions already in place.

McGoey's survival after March 1916 and his rapid marriage in England in September, which you unearthed, only add to the mystery. Did he just abandon the whole Irish thing? Maybe Casement's mindless pessimism made him lose interest, but how did he get to England and manage to keep quiet and invisible? 

SOME OF MY McGOEY NOTES:
PORT OF NEW YORK PASSENGER RECORDS WEBSITE (ELLIS ISLAND FOUNDATION) 

(1910)  John McGoey arrives in New York on the Columbia (Manifest Line Number 0029) on 19 June 1910 from Glasgow, the port of departure. He told immigration he had been in Chicago three years before, had $35 with him and an aunt, Mary Ann Kelly, living at Stoney Island Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.  

He denied being an anarchist, a polygamist (being single), or having been in prison or an almshouse. His height was given as 5 foot 7¾ inches and he had a fresh complexion, dark hair and grey eyes. He was a labourer aged 26 which makes his year of birth around 1884 and he had a sister, Mary McGoey, at 18 Abercromby Street, Glasgow. He gave his last place of residence as Glasgow and his ethnicity as Scotch, Scotch.

 (1920) Ten years later, on 9 July 1920, John McGoey aged 37 and whose ethnicity is given as British, Scotch, arrives in New York as a crew member on the cargo ship Huronian (Manifest Line Number 0021) out of London where he also resides. Now married, he is 5 foot 8 inches tall, weighs 144 lbs (10 stone 4 lbs) and is a fireman on the ship. He was engaged on 23 June 1920 and is literate. 

This has to be our man. No other likely McGoeys, born 1884-86, enter New York except him in 1910, while this man in 1920 is the right age, has the exact same name, with the same Scotch ethnicity, same height and same type of job.  

So John McGoey survived the war. One explanation is that he slipped into Britain in 1916 and abandoned his mission to Dublin or perhaps he never left Denmark for Dublin simply returning to the UK after the war [No]. The British and the IRB never note or are aware of his arrival. Indeed Frank Hall of MI5 writes that he has never crossed their radar. McGoey just returns to ordinary life.  

Either way the man who would have gone to Eoin MacNeill and changed history, regarding the Rising, had he passed on Casement’s message to get it called off due to poor German support, never made it through. McNeill of course was not even aware of an imminent Rising. 

And so neither the British nor the Germans killed him, contrary to Irish stories and my supposition.  See also Reinhard Doerries book and Aodogan O’Rahilly’s ‘Winding the Clock: O’Rahilly and the Easter Rising’ pp 161-185. O'Rahilly of course blames the Brits for killing him with spurious stories.

SOME OF MY BAILEY NOTE: (and see attached article) 
National Archives 
MEPO 2/10668 [I bought copies of this file] 
1916-1918
‘Daniel Julien BAILEY, arrested with Casement and charged with high treason, but no evidence offered: enquiries and antecedents’ 

Bailey is described as a recruiter and ringleader regarding the Irish Brigade by other UK soldiers repatriated to UK. He was born in Dublin in 1887. 

Bailey’s sister, girlfriend and soldier colleagues interviewed. One (L/c Sylvester) describes him “as a bit smart and could pick things up quickly”. 

Interrogation notes where Bailey understates his knowledge and role of the purpose of the voyage to Ireland and seems not to be effectively questioned.

 

Police in London were watching Mrs O’Dea, a widow “educated in Germany” described as engaged to Bailey and as “a fast woman”. She had two sons in the Army and it was ascertained however that “her sympathies are entirely British”. 

A lady (Anne McDonnell?) from the Irish Woman’s Association (“To aid Irish Regiments and POWs”) wrote to Sir Edward Henry on 7 June 1918 about a rumour that Bailey was now a Captain in the British Army. Superintendent Quinn responds (11 June) saying rumour is unfounded, “groundless and mischievous” and that “Bailey is now a Private in the Railway Operations Department, Royal Engineers and serving in Egypt.”

I use that Irish Brigade boxing match photograph in my book.

McKeogh/Keogh was a complete spoofer. I haven't read the recent book but dread what drivel is in it.

McMurrough did not abandon the Brigade. Casement makes many references to him e.g.            I left two exercise books with Sergeant MacMurrough of the Leinsters and with Timothy Quinlisk[1] of the 18th to fill up with names of all men and regiments. These two are keen for the Brigade – so they say. Mac M is a dark-eyed, black bearded Sergeant of the Leinsters from Belfast originally & once a postal clerk! He admitted his enlistment was due to “financial trouble”!* [Footnote:] *I expect it was! & that he would not return to Ireland “with a red coat.”

Quinlisk is a boy, only 18 & 9 months, from Wexford – a corporal, I think. He writes well & is intelligent & says he will gladly join the Brigade.

Mac M is 32. Both say they have read “The Crime against Ireland,” and like it much. 



[1] Timothy Quinlisk was appointed quartermaster sergeant by the German naval staffer, H.W. Boehm, who noted that this “while tickling his ambition eliminates him as much as possible.” (NLI MS 13085/17) Even Casement thought Quinlisk looked like a rogue. He was later to be shot in Co. Cork, apparently on the orders of Michael Collins, as a spy or British agent. (National Archives KV2/6)

Regards

Jeff


 Date: Thu, 12 May 2011 17:44:11 +0200
 From: david@corisande.com
 To: jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com
 Subject: Irish Brigade
 
 Hi Jeffrey
 
 Hugo suggested I give you a buzz as you reckon we have covered the same 
 ground with some of the Irish Brigade
 
 I doubt that anyone ever went to Campbell before me, I was there 1959 to 
 1964 (I think)
 
 Regards
 
 David Grant
David Grant david@corisande.com
Thu 15/10/2020 

Jeffrey

Thanks very much for that. I have indeed, in times past, been through it. There is a mind boggling amount of information there, but worth the wading

I had correspondence with some of Keogh's grandchildren, who were reluctant to accept that Keogh was not altogether "truthful". But again they were happy to give me information and answer questions.

I have not done much on my Casement website for years, but you sound as if you are back to the Casement Diaries :-)

I read sadly about David Cook's death, as you probably worked out, I was at school with him. We were living in Yorkshire when his father, John, retired there initially and had a pleasant day with John and his wife reminiscing.

I was doing something on the First World War Forum this week which may or may not end on GAA website. Someone wanted to know the Service History of Michael Feeny, who was killed at Croke Park. And same for the Tipperary Goalkeeper, who survived.

It is a funny thing about history that people only seem to want one side of it. And on the other "side" the only British survivor of Kilmichael Ambush was a Freddy Forde. In spite of what was written about he being quadraplegic after his ordeal, I found he fathered a number of children, emigrated to Africa where he died years later, and got through his compensation (£10,000, about half a million in today's money) in a couple of years - a descendent got very ratty with me for besmirching his memory by saying that.

Yes, Covid seems particularly grim in Northern Ireland. This is the first time for years that we have not got back to Ireland (May trip was cancelled) and I have no idea when we will get to Ireland next. I don't think we are likely to venture onto an aircraft for at least another 6 months. Mind you Spain has the advantage of nice weather, sunny and low twenties today :-)

Don't let them get you down

Regards

DAvid

David

I came across this cache of material on the Bureau of Military History website. They file it under CD - 'Contemporary Documents'.

The Kehoe/Keogh material in CD 6 (Group 1) is what was bought for £50 in 1921 by Erskine Childers as you indicate on your Irish Brigade website. His widow then donated it.

You may have seen them already. Still working on the Brigade?

Keogh was really a monster. I wonder what the wife had to put up with and how the children turned out?

I was looking through the BMH catalogue on foot of another Casement Diaries controversy involving Michael McDowell (Eoin MacNeill's grandson) and he alerted me to a batch of Casement papers there donated by Gavan Duffy. 

They interest me as Duffy inspected three cases of Casement's papers in 1915 but we don't know what he did with them. I assumed destroyed the lot including perhaps diaries but those in the BMH must have comes from those suitcases.

Northern Ireland is now the worst affected part of Europe for Covid due to certain matches and the Holyland.

David Cook succumbed to it last month.

Hope you are surviving in Spain.

Best 

Jeff

15 October 2020

