JOHN DEVOY LETTER TO CASEMENT ABOUT ADLER CHRISTENSEN’S SWINDLING AND LYING 

NLI MS 13073/44/viii 
19 December 1915

 [seven sides - last of eight Devoy letters in folder]


[At top:] I also enclose letter for Mon.[teith] from his wife. It was to have been carried by one of the men who failed to get off.

Dec. 19, 1915. 

No: 8

Dear Friend: As Joe does not go into particulars about Olsen, [Adler Christensen] you will be at a great disadvantage and may think we have nothing definite against him. Unfortunately, the proof is conclusive and overwhelming that he has been swindling us and recklessly and foolishly lying. The reason is a woman whom he brought over with him when he returned here the first time and who is now in a hospital across the river with a new born baby. All his pleas to me for money for his wife – which were in all cases generously responded to – were to keep up the dual establishment. She is the daughter of an official of a Berlin bank.
The first proof we got was when he went to Joe. Early one morning, broken from want of sleep, with a story that he had been robbed of $4.50, a watch and a diamond pen, in a subway train and asked Joe. to lend him the money so that he could pay the passage of three men, for which I had given him $300, as well as $100 for himself. But two nights before he had told me a story which would leave him only $280. Joe. insisted he must tell me and he (Joe.) came on and did so. The robbery story was too ridiculous for me to believe and Joe. did not believe it either, but when Olsen came to me I did not say an angry word and gave him $300 again but told him it placed me in a very bad fix. Then I found he had gone to the man who had given him work and asked $100 to pay for his wife’s confinement in a hospital. It so happened that the man knew the doctor who keeps the hospital and I told him his wife could not be in that condition then. He did not give him the money and next day Olsen called again and admitted it was not his wife but a Berlin girl.

Then I found he had got $25 each from three of the men to whom he had seen me give $100 each, so that they might not be short on their arrival. And he told them his money had been stolen in the Hoboken hotel where they all stopped. He said it had been taken out of his trousers pocket which he had hung up in the hall outside the room. One of them was lying awake and saw him take something out of his trousers pocket and then carry the trousers outside. A hotel hand brought it in next morning saying, “This man must walk in his sleep.” They did not believe he had been robbed, but they were so anxious to get over that they gave him the money.


He got two men aboard and they were put off in a few minutes. His story of the reason does not hang together at all and does not coincide with theirs – and they are two splendid young men. 


They tried the next vessel – staying over there all the time, but failed. For the third vessel, without saying a word to me, he bought third class tickets, giving them Norwegian names, and they were refused admission. They would certainly have been taken off, so it was lucky. I had given him the money to pay the boatswain $100 for each. He forgot that he told me the boatswain and now makes him the steward.


I can’t go into further details, but all the evidence points to his having made no bargain with any ship’s officer, but depended on a Dane who works on the dock to get them in as stowaways, and this man and he are now quarrelling about money the Dane claims is due him.


I had worked for nearly a month, to the neglect of everything else, pledging my word to the men and losing much sleep. I had 35 good men ready, with many more to come, but it is all gone for nothing now and I am discredited and a lot of money thrown away. Of course also the news will spread.


I said nothing harsh to him, not even last night when he came to me with a ridiculous fake about a detective – whom he described as not English, but American, and later called him “this Englishman” – in the presence of two others offering to pay him $2000 cash down and $50 a week if he could keep in with “them” (naming nobody) and report to him. He confessed about the girl and said he wanted to go West and that if I would let him keep the un-expended money, he would ask no more. I told him that on account of his services to you I would give him the money to get away and I am giving him to-morrow morning $100 for the uniform, as I don’t him to have it to blackmail other people. I got it from him today.


I did not express to him the slightest doubt of his honesty, but I know he knows what I think of him. I told him I am going away on a long trip, which is true, and I won’t see him again.


When he was arriving last time he sent me a wireless from the steamer to the office, under my own name, asking me to deposit $100 with the steamship Company for him, which I did. Of course the wireless was picked up by the British cruisers outside the harbor. Then I paid for him the money with which you had entrusted him. He gave excuses for having had to spend it. He also tried to learn from one of the men how much money we had collected. Of course the man did not know. 


I was near forgetting to say that that one day he told me he was going to see Capt. V.P. [von Papen] I told him he could not find him. He said, “Oh Yes I can. Sir Roger told me all about it and the funny times he had going to see them. It is at No. 6 Hanover St.” I told him the truth, that they had moved away from there six months ago.

I need not apply names to the man. His conduct speaks for itself. I am sorry to have to tell you, but you must be told the truth. I have to write in a great hurry and have no time to touch on anything else. Joe. is familiar with every little of these facts. Your sister is to bring me a letter for you to-morrow, which I will enclose.

Yours truly

John Devoy

[Hand annotated on reverse by Casement with only this:]

Essential to make the Convention a bold anti-English affair & have the report of it sent over to Germany thro Bernstorff – He should be forced to acknowledge to his govt. its value to him

[upside down:]

R. in Berlin

19. Feb 1916.

