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Love and Ethnology 
The Colonial Dialectic of Sensitivity (after Hubert Fichte) 

 

Dear Jeffrey Dudgeon MBE, 

 

In fall 2019, Haus der Kulturen der Welt (HKW) will hold an exhibition 
on the writer and ethnologist Hubert Fichte (1935–1986), curated by 
Diedrich Diederichsen and Anselm Franke, Head of the Department 
of Visual Arts and Film at HKW. 
 
Entitled Love and Ethnology - The Colonial Dialectic of Sensitivity 
(after Hubert Fichte), the exhibition is the finale of a multi-year project 
that ran from 2017 to 2019 with previous stations in Lisbon, Salvador 
de Bahia, Rio de Janeiro, Santiago de Chile, Dakar and New York. The 
project stimulates a multi-layered debate about colonial modernity, 
ethnography, poetry, and sexuality, based on the critical reception of the 
writings of Hubert Fichte. For the preceding chapters of the touring 
exhibition, novels and other text compilations from Fichte's unfinished 
cycle "The History of Sensitivity" were translated, and exhibitions were 
developed with curators on site in the respective cities. 
 
The international exhibition project Love and Ethnology examines in 
particular the historical context of Fichte's poetic and ethnographic 
travel literature from the 1970s and 1980s and relates his work to the 
global fault lines of the present, but also to the history of individual 
places, queer discourses and postcolonial thinking. How Fichte's 
radically self-reflexive method and his use of intimacy and sexuality can 
be connectable and inspiring today is one of the central questions. The 
exhibition explores Fichte's assertion that the cultures and arts of the 
African diaspora are the avant-garde of modern art in their specific 
juxtaposition of autonomy and heteronomy.  



 

Love and Ethnology: The Colonial Dialectic of Sensitivity (after 
Hubert Fichte) at Haus der Kulturen der Welt (HKW) brings together 
elements and results from the previous stations, supplemented by 
further works of art and new commissioned works as well as archive 
materials.  

Roger Casement can be considered an important precursor to Hubert 
Fichte’s practice of research and writing. Both his criticism of 
imperialistic power structures and his sensitive approach to foreign 
cultures resonate strongly in Hubert Fichte’s  cycle “The History of 
Sentitivity.” Therefore we would be interested in including several pages 
from the following publication as reproductions in the exhibition: 

Roger Casement, The Black Diaries with a study of his background, 
sexuality, and Irish political life, Jeffrey Dudgeon (ed.), 2002. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

On behalf of Haus der Kulturen der Welt (HKW), we would like to kindly 
ask your permission to scan and reproduce the above mentioned pages 
and present them at the HKW over the exhibition period from  
October 18, 2019, to January 6, 2020.  

For further information about our project or our institution, please do 
not hesitate to contact me. 

We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

Lisa Deml 


