[Turned down]

Melvyn Bragg 

In Our Time

BBC Radio 4
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jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com

15 January 2004

Dear Melvyn Bragg,

I have a programme idea for In Our Time dealing with an area I don’t think you have covered in recent years. 

There have been a number of books published over the last fifteen months, or which are soon to be published, on the Irish nationalist/British diplomat/gay diarist, Roger Casement. There was also a mini-exhibition about him at the National Portrait Gallery last year featuring a picture of his trial by Sir John Lavery, a superb Belfast-born impressionist artist and society portrait painter.

The authors involved are Séamas O Siochain (two books to come this year), Angus Mitchell (who published twice last year), and myself, Jeffrey Dudgeon (in late 2002). The authors of the books range across a number of views: two saying his Black Diaries are authentic, another not; some applauding his revolutionary separatism, one not.

Séamas O Siochain’s biography is coming out in a few months under the Lilliput imprint in Dublin. A Maynooth anthropologist, he is a writer from a nationalist outlook who, as I understand it, believes the diaries are quite genuine and will be arguing strongly from that position. He and the late Michael O’Sullivan are also due to publish shortly a version of Casement’s 1903 Black Diary and 1904 Congo report. 

Angus Mitchell last year published a brief biography of Casement (Casement, Haus Publishing, London 2003), and a huge book of documents concerning Casement’s continuing Amazon investigation in 1911 (Sir Roger Casement’s Heart of Darkness: the 1911 Documents, Irish Manuscripts Commission, Dublin 2003). Angus, son of a renowned British solder and Scottish Tory MP strongly maintains his belief that the diaries are forged. He has been taken into the bosom of the southern Irish establishment, in various of its forms, where key personnel still hold to the forgery view - despite the government backed forensic investigation in 2002.

My book, which is an amalgam of all the diaries and a biography, is entitled Roger Casement: The Black Diaries with a Study of his Background, Sexuality and Irish Political Life and was published in November 2002. Being gay and a unionist, I am regarded as somewhat beyond the pale, in both London and Dublin, and have suffered accordingly in the RTE and BBC television programmes broadcast on Casement last year, being interviewed for both and appearing in neither. 

I firmly believe Casement is a figure of great importance for the study of Irish (and Ulster) history. He has huge contemporary relevance and it is by realising the strength of his anglophobia that one can grasp something of the reasons for the 30-year Republican war. 

The reason I think this subject would make an excellent topic for In Our Time is that Casement provides an excellent entrée to a discussion about Ireland and Ulster in the first instance, while he draws in other key areas of contemporary and continuing interest - homosexuality, British intelligence, the First World War, the Congo and native peoples. He manages to exemplify so many aspects of modern Ireland while the issues of his sexual orientation, Africa, the Amazon and slavery deal with matters that continue to be of great significance and controversy.

A discussion, around our books on Casement, with Séamas, Angus and myself, treating the political and historical issues, for the first time, on air, would I think add greatly to the knowledge of listeners.

I am sending with this letter a copy of my book and a number of pages that detail its progress, as well as copy reviews and news stories relating to Casement and to other books.

Yours sincerely

Jeffrey Dudgeon

