Responses emailed to Joe Keenan 16 and 17 August 2006.

Joe

Might I add to my reader's letter:  "As I revealed in my book on Casement, a third individual who interrogated him in London on Easter Sunday was Major Frank Hall of MI5 who was formerly Military Secretary of the UVF and himself a gun runner. Casement was however not asked about the diaries as considerable documentation exists to indicate that his former landlord only handed them over to Scotland Yard on Easter Tuesday."

Jeff

From: "Jeff Dudgeon" <jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com>

To: joe@atholbooks.org

Subject: Reader's letter

Date: Wed, 16 Aug 2006 21:42:54 +0000

Dear Irish Political Review Editor,

There are two inaccuracies and one omission in what is otherwise a fair summation of Roger Casement’s career and politics by Tim O'Sullivan in his article entitled 'The Casement 'Black Diaries'' (August 2006).

The omission which is key to contextualising Casement is that his two reports on the exploitation, and in the case of the Amazon, the near extermination of the native rubber gatherers, were both commissioned by the British government. Casement was certainly a vigorous defender of the rights of these people but he only wrote his reports because London instructed him to do so.

The first inaccuracy relates to the founding of the Congo Reform Association with E.D. Morel. This only occurred after Casement's investigation but he certainly helped to bring it into being and he encouraged it extensively despite his continuing diplomatic employment by London.

The second inaccuracy or confusion is in describing Casement's mother as a Catholic. She certainly was one but only after adult conversion, as in her son's case.

On the matter of Casement potentially jeopardising his humanitarian work by having sex of a homosexual nature where and when he did, one must say that most men have risked their life, or career and families for sex. And always will do so. Casement was no saint or celibate, rather a normal homosexual man, few if any of whom have not crossed a line taking them beyond respectability. Expecting him to be celibate reveals a romantic and unworldly mindset. However the diaries indicate his sexual activity in those years occurred in urban settings and not amongst the native rubber gatherers.

Best wishes

Jeff Dudgeon

