6 June 1964
Frank O’Connor
Irish Times

“At Harcourt Street J.B. grown greatly in all ways. £1. 6/‑… J.B. 1/8/‑ Enormous. came, handled & also came.”

[image: image1.png]HE Casement Diaries are still

pursujng their ‘dreary . and
deadly way. They have erupted.
again _in *The Trial of Roger
Casement ™ by H. Montgomery
Hyde in the Penguin series of
“Famous Trials? (3s. 6d.). Yet
there is still nobody in England
or Ireland big enough to realise
that if somebody doesn’t put an
end to them, the consequences
for the two countries may well be
disastrous.

Forty-eight years ago Roger
Casement’s neck was broken by
an English hangman. To make
certain that admirers of his did *
not interfere, photographs of
homosexual diaries’ supposed to
have been written by him were
circulated to distinguished people
everywhere A few of these had
doubts of the authenticity of the
diaries, and finally an American,
Dr. Moloney, published a book
which goaded Yeats into writing
some savage poems, and. one- of
Yeats's poems, naming  the
English poct, Alfred Noyes,
goaded him into making an
amende plus que honorable. 1 was
not convinced by Moloney: 1
was not convinced by Yeats: T
was convinced by Noyes, who
was the sort of Englishman 1 get
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1 DID NOT share his remorse
for the use made of the
“Diaries” War is a  dirny
business: England was fighting
for its life. and, if I had been
an Englishman 1 might easily
have used them in the same
way. | did resent their use
after the war was over. and the
dead Casement  harmless, to
England and 10 us. But for
fifteen years or so, every few
years, there has been e fresh
discharge of poison. and I can't
help wondering why the British
Government  having poured
quicklime  over  Casement’s
body, candot let him  rest.
Some copies of the diaries were
Sl in  circulation, six  years
ago, and I rcad them in type-
script. I am mo scholar, but T
have read mediaeval Irish texts,
and T know how to watch out
for _interpolations. ~ Whenever
the indecent diaries became un-
printable the punctuation and
syntax changed violently. In
certain passages. if vou restored
the normal punctuation and





[image: image3.png]syntax, the diarics became com-
pletely innocent. It was one of
the things 1 had -trained mysclf
to watch for -in Irish sagas, and
1 decided (perhaps wrongly)
that a forger had been at work.

Finally, the diaries were pub-
lished in 1959 by a Parisian
publisher, and the  British
Government decided to lodge the
originals in the Public. Records
Office.  The Times  Literary
Supplemen; hailed this with a
front page article, headed ™" Now
All The Truth Is Out” T did
not think that all the truth was
out. 1 don't think we have yet
had the first glimmerings of
truth. To begin with, there are
powerful  objestions to  the
authenticity 'of the diaries. I
overlook the principal one,
which has_ already been dis-
cussed - sufficiently, that = Case-
ment, at the time they were
writien, was a man under cof-
tinuous hostile observation, spied
on from morning to night. My
own objections go deeper. To
begin with, 1 have no doubt
whatever _that Casement was
a latent, homosexual—his Ger
man_ diaries prove it. The
Diaries in the Public Record
Office show him—years before—
as a practising . homosexual.
Now, there is not in nature,
apart from the difference bet-
Ween men and women, a_greaier
difference than that between
jatent and practising homo-
sexuals. As a friend defines it:
“In the practising homosexual,
sex is diverted; in the latent
homosexual, emotion i diverted.”
which is why some of the finest
people | have known could be
described as latent homosexuals:
people who  diverted scxual
emotion into religion, teaching,
or art, Clearly, Casement be-
Tonoed ta  thic wroum.





[image: image4.png]SECONDLY, THE MAN wasa
maniac for scribbling. Every
single word that would indicate
he was a practising homosexual
is in the possession of the British
Government, which killed him :
not one solitary word of the many
thousands he wrote which you
and [ can look up suggests any-
thing of the kind, and some
suggest the very opposite. Two
quotations should be enough from
the authentic diaries of 1914, “1
shall go on with the case against
Findlay by every means in my
power and 1 shall do all I can
10 help poor Adler live a better
life; And this: ‘1 said I would
trv to get him good work there,
if he would promise 10 go straight
and quite, oive up doing the
things he confessed to  me’
These. sugary as they may be,
are not, begging your pardon, the
expressions of a practising homo-
sexual.

Thirdly : why on earth, instead
of prosecuting Casement on a
charge of treason. which could
convince nobody but Englishmen
born, did the British Government
ot prosecute him on a charge of
indecency, which—if the Diaries
are authentic—could be proved
up to the hilt, and would destroy
not onlv his influence but (Z;e
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ment's counsel. to support a
defence plea of insanity? Could
it be that, if oncc used by the
defence, their authenticity could
Do longer be questioned?
Fourthly, since the Diaries
have been deposited in the
Public Record Office, could the
British Home Secretary offer
no better proof of their genuine-
ness than the opinion of a
Home Office  ‘handwriting
expert’? 1 am afraid that
“handwriting experts’ are a
joke. It is only a year or so
since the two most famous hand-
writing experts employed by De
Gaulle's Government were
lzughed out of court in a
treason trial. Most of us know
enough about civil service pro-
cedure to say that if the diaries
are authentic, they have a con-
siderable dossier. showing when
they were seized. where, by
whom, and what his comments
were: through his superior, who
added his own views, up to the
Director of Public Prosecutions,
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shown, since they dealt with
criminal - offences  within__the
United Kingdom.:Did the Direc-
tor of Public Prosecutions con-
sult the authorities in Dublin
about an offence which Case-
ment is supposed to have com-
mitted with a young man called
UIB? at a_house in_ Harcourt
Park, for which he paid £1 6s.2
And was he, perhaps told by the
Dublin Metropolitan Police that
there was mo such place in
Dublin _as *Harcourt Park’?
No doubt, the diaries may have
been -badly transcribed, but we
have not been told so, and who
is going to pay attention to the
opinion of a Home Office
“handwriting expert’ who is
unwilling 10, or. incapable of.
checking  the simple external
facts that any first year student
in a university is taught to
check ?

The published indecent diaries
men of Little nce ac evidence




[image: image7.png]you take an_entry like
November 23rd, 1910, and read
it carefully, you will see that if
you drop certain phrases the
whole meaning changes, and it
becomes a typical pitying com-
ment by the humanitarian
Casement” on the conditions of
work on river boats. If you take
the entry for October 27th of
the same :year the .results are
more startling. As it stands, it
seems to describe indecent con-
duct by three men. but if you
drop the names of the men. it
turns into an innocent des-
cription of a butterfly hunt. The
names of the three men are the
most_significant factor. They are
those of Roger Casement. whose
position is that of a High Court
Judge in a murder trial: the
accused, a mass-killer of the

cilest sort; and the principal
witness for the prosecution. That
judge, accused, and | witness
behaved in this way in the inier-
vals of the (rial is most
improbable. but why should it
even be sugsested in the text? Is
it that this is another mis-tran-
scription, or is it that the forger
was not paying sufficient attention
to his work? You sece, T am
assuming the possibility of for-
gery. 1 am not alone. Mr.

Geoffrey_de C. Parmiter. Case-
ment’s English biographer. con-
sidered it as well, and [ suspect
that Mr, Parmiter, like Mr.
Noyes, is one of those English-
men 1 get on with.

“On the other hand,” he says
coldly, “if. as has been alleged. it
were desired to make akerations
in the diaries so as to display
Casement as a2 homosesual.  the
form in which the diaries are
written could scarcely be more
convenient for such a purpose.
These are documents  whose
authenticity has been impugned,
and they display characteristics
which may legitimately raise
doubts. Their appearance to the
naked eye, aided only by a mag-
nifying glass. seems to be consis-
tent eithcr with their authentici
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In a leter to the Tune
Literars Supplement, which
Editer refused to  publish. !
made a perscral appenl o A
Macmillan, then Prune Mini;
to put an end o the whole
filkkhy business, which is bouno
eventually ta lead to bad Blood
between two  countries that i
care for. At this late date. :
doesn’t matter a rap to anvone
whether the Diaries are forged
or mot. It doesn’t matter a T
‘whether Roger Casément was &
practising homoscxual _or
Tt does matier to all of
there should be commum
and communicaiion is impos
sible when every few years a
fresn bit of dirt is released. to
poison  relations all over aguin
Personally. 1 should be ver:
pieased if any Englishman whosc
idgment [ trusied assured e
thay these diaries were gemuine
Having read every line 1 cou'd
find on the subject. T can onit
report that [ cannot sec a
of evidenze that thev are. and !
sremember Casemen own
phrase which T am afraid
‘have been prophetic: “Him vou
cannot knock on the head wih
a hired bludecon. vou ma:
possibly stab to death  with

LRt A





November 1910

23, Wednesday    A hot day…Read Johnston’s ‘Negro in the New World’. Very good. After dinner spoke to Steward Indian Cholo about frejol [food], & he got some for me & then another thing. It was huge & he wanted awfully. He stood for hours until bedtime & turned in under table – also small party Engineer’s youth & pilot’s apprentice too – all up – till midnight & then at Yaguas…Steward’s Cholo very nice. Smiled & fingered & hitched up to show. [There is evidence that Casement’s interest in the crews of the Amazon steamers did not go unobserved although it is unlikely that the Cholo sailors complained. They were plainly happy to display their charms yet his enthusiasm may have become conspicuous. In a letter to Alfred Noyes, dated 17 May 1956, a voice from the past resurfaced. “Sir,” wrote Jasper Moon, from an address in Montgomeryshire, “The late Captain Good who was Master of the Steamer in which Casement travelled to Iquitos told me that he nearly decided to put Casement ashore in the matter.”
 This letter certainly did not appear in Noyes’ book. Jasper Moon can be found in 1908, during Casement’s recuperatory stay in Barbados, billing Casement with an account from his firm, Fletcher & Moon.
]

24, Thursday    Due at Iquitos today…Very rainy morning. Cleaning brass work. Cholo steward did mine and Captain’s and showed it again huge and stiff and laughed. Smiled lovingly…Slept better last night but fear attack of gastritis is coming on as in Pará…Steward showed enormous exposure after dinner stiff down left thigh. Then he went below and came up…and leant on gunwhale with huge erection about 8'' – “Que, [word unclear] Señor?” Garrido watching. I wanted awfully.

25, Friday    …Asked my Steward his name. Ignacio Torres he said [a name that will rattle around the diaries and Casement’s correspondence for a year or more] and I asked him come to Cazes’ house. Arrived Iquitos at 7 a.m. On shore to Cazes and then to barber with Arédomi and Omarino…down to “Athualpa”. Doctor of her, an Italian, gave me a medicine. Saw Reigada and his Cholo sailors – all had been drunk and he put them in the hold, the brute, “to sweat it out.” Saw Ignacio Torres on the deck looking at me…Talked to Cazes till fairly late. I am very tired of the C’s and Iquitos…
26 June1964 - Montgomery Hyde reply

[image: image9.png]Sir.—May 1 reply briefly o ine
points raised by Mr. Frank
O’Connor in his notice of my book.
“The Trial of Roger Casement”
(June 6th), and {o the subsequent
correspondence which has appeared
in_your columns?

My feelings for Mr. O'Connor
are cordially reciprocated. I like
him and his writings, but in the
matter of Casement he must not
accuse me oOf being prejudi
when I have tried throughout to be
scrupulously fair and my treatment
of Casement himself ~has been
noticeably sympathetic.

For instance, he says 1 should
not have reprinted the letter of
thanks which Cacement wrotc 1o
Sir Edward Grey on_the occasion
of his knighthood. No doubt the
language wae not Casement’s, but
was dictated by the friend in -whose
house he. was staying @t the time.
Casement did sign the lotter, bow-




[image: image10.png]ever, and the original was put in
evidence by the prosecution at his
rial. I 1 have quoted this docu-
ment, I have also in fairness to
Casement quoted the account of the
matter which he wrote in prison
and in which he made it clear that
he * swallowed the knighthood "
because to have done otherwise
would have led to his resignation
and the consequent abandonment
of the cause of the Putamayo
natives

Mr_ OConnor also reproaches
me for alluding to the story
of Casement having deposited a
trunk  with his friend Francis




[image: image11.png]Bigger. containing compromising
material. There is no more than a
brief footnote reference to this
story in my book and it should be
clear that I attach no particular
probative value to this piece of
hearsay evidence. My belief in the
authenticity of the diaries is based
upon a variety of much stronger
evidence, including my own de-
tailed examination of them and the
comparison which 1 have made
between their handwriting and
Casement's letters and other docu-
ments in the National Library of
Ircland and_elsewhere. which have
never been in question.
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I have no doubt that many of
Casement’s friends and acquaint-
ances. such as your correspondent
Colm O Lochlainn (June 12th). saw
nothing in his private behaviour to
suggest homosexual activities. So,
100, did many of Oscar Wilde's in
relation 10 Wilde; but the acts with
which Wilde was _subsequently
charged were proved beyond all
reasonable doubt at his trial.

1 agree with Dr. Roger McHugh
(June 15th) that the banning of my
book in Ireland is not calculated to
contribute towards the final solu-
tion of the question of the diaries.
Incidentally, T propose to appeal
against the decision of the Censor-
ship Board. which likewise banned
my book on the trials of Oscar
Wilde but subsequently rescinded
the ban.




[image: image13.png]Finally, T agree with Dr. McHugh
that the better climate of opinion
which Frank O'Connor saeks for
Anglo-Trish  relations could - be
created by the return of Casement’s
remains to the country of his birth.
[ have gone on_record more than
once in advocating this gesture on
the part of the British authorities
(as recently as May 3rd, 1964, in
the Sunday Times). T should add,
however, that 1 have received no
support from my former Ulster
Unionist colleagues at Westminster.
Maybe there will be a change of
heart in the matter should a Labour
Government be returned to power
at the forthcoming general election.
—Yours, etc..

H. MonTGoMERY HYDE.

Lamb House,

Rye, Sussex.





28 July 1964 

Herbert Mackey
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Sik—I was astonished at_ Mr.
MncDermo('s letter (July = 23rd).
“ My opinion,” he says,” “as to
the authenticity of the ledger
(1917) and of the diaries for 1903
and 1910 is merely an_ opinion.”
Since Mr. MacDermot has never
secen the alleged ledger or diaries
he could form no opinion, of any
value, as to whether or not they
were forged. Why not say so?
Regarding his secret talks with
Serjeant Sullivan, Mr. MacDer-
mot’s memory must be playing
him tricks. “In the Irish Times
(April 26th, 1956), Sullivan wrote:
* He (Casemem) told me nothing
about the diaries or about hini-
self.” The italics are mine. If
Sullivan  told  Mr. MacDermot
otherwise he must have been
lying.

Mr. MacDermot takes umbrage
at being called a colleague of Mr,
Hyde, But he was, and probably

A e hic  malleamite e eale





[image: image15.png]laborated with Mr. Hyde in_the
two articles in the Sunday Timcs
(April 21st and 28th, 1957) which
launched the attack on Casement's
character, The poem which Mr.
Hyde said *convinced ” him and
which was sent to him by Mr.
MacDermot, who vouched for it,
was not written by Casement. It
was_not in manuscript in the
National Library, although Mr.
MacDermot informed Mr., Hyde
that it was. This poem, falscly
ascribed by Mr. MacDermot and
Mr. Hyde to Casement, was printed
in full in the Sunday Times and
circulated world-wide. If 1 may
say so, a particularly nasty piece
of work on the part of both Mr.
MacDermot and Mr. Hyde.
Another colleague is Mr. Rene
McColl, for whom he, I believe,
contributed 2 mean piece of
character denigration” which _ ap-
peared in hig book. * Roger Case
ment,” (p. 290, lines 13 to 24) 1
challenge Mr.. MacDermot to deny
that this is his own personal .con-
tribution. A colleague with whom
he spent some days in London
poring over typescript material,
we now know to be Mr. Peter
Singleton Gates (/rish Times, June
4th, 1956). Mr. Gates presented
the same material to Mr. Brian
Inglis for perusal (Spectator, 14th
August, 1959) and to Mr. Hyde
(Sunday Times, April 28th, 1957).
So Mr. MacDermot cannot deny
his association with this group:
Messrs. Hyde, Gates, McColl and
Inglis. 1 note a final seatence in
Mr. MacDermot's letter to the
Irish Times (June 9th, 1956):
“The ‘forger’ might have been
more thorough in blackening him
(Casement).” Maybo . but many
may think that ‘Mr. MacDermot
has done his share of the
“ blackening."—Yours eic.,
HERBERT O. MACKEY.
Mount Haigh House.
Dun Laoghaire,
Co. Dublin.
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The Countess of Desart was as

different from the others as could
well be imagined. She was a dumpy
little soul. auractively ugly, aiways
dressed in sober blac 4 pified
with a sense of humour. Bora in
London in 1857, she came of age
al a time when, through the influ-
ence of the Prince of Wales,
wealthy Jewish families were begin-
ning 10 be received into society :
the Rothschilds. the Sassoons,
Baron Hirsch wad others. While she
was sill a child, a junior clerk
named Cassel was working for a





[image: image17.png]house that she had had built for
herself and called Aut Even—
which was as near as she could get
to Ait Aoibhinn. In my visits there
it was made obvious to me that
the old ladv was held in decp
affection by the people. Her
speeches in the House were not
frequent. but they were always
addressed 10 points on which she
was using her Jocal knowledge—
housing, the sale of intoxicating
liquor. rent control and so on.




7 April 1956 Thomas Hogan

[image: image18.png]How had the diary been found 7
The Attorney General had said that
Scotland Yard had-discovered-it-in
Casement’s lodgings in Pimlico, The
responsible officer at Scotland Yard
was Sic Basil Thomson. Thomson
has gven four different and
mutually ~ contradictory accounts
(only one of which Mr. MacColl
quotes) of how it was discovered
there. - 5

Morcover, John Quinn, a pro-
minent Irish-American lawyer, who
was regarded by his fellow Irish-
Americans as being rather pro-
British, has related that he was
aware of the existence of the diary
swhile Casement was still in Ger-
many. It might be said that there
weré rumours at_the time that the
diary was stolen from Casement on
his way from Norway to Germany
in 1914,
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panied by a most dubious character
named Adler Christensen, whom he
had befriended in New York. Chris-
tensen turned up later, after Case-
ment's cxecution, in an American
city and offered to sell information
about Casament to the local British
Consul. Before direct contact could
be established, however, Irish
activists in the city had got wind of
the word and Christensen was kid-
napped and put out of the way.
John Devoy believed that he had
been in British pay all along. He
died in Norway in 1933.
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'PRISONERS COMMITTED FOR TRIAL.
HOW BAILEY BEHAVED.

Constable George Carter, R.LC., was re-
called, snd, in crossesamination by Mr.
Artémus Jones, said that when he “asked
Bailey for his nemo at Abbeyderney Police
Station he at first refused to give it. He
was taken to_the police station about 6 p.m.
on the Saturday, and remained there all day
on_ Sunday.

Mr. Jones—Did you see constables walking
about the room in which he was kept? Yes;
they were,moving in and out.

Did you see Bailey talking to the constables ?
Yes, different constables. 1 hesrd him
ssy: T have somo important information
to. give, which will give you fellows some-
thing 10 do.” ’

at did he give as his mame?! Joseph
Mulcahy.

You did not believe that was his name?
I did at first, but doubt arose in my mind
later on.

Mr. Travets Humphreys—Was it after he
had madp that statement that ho was taken
into the sergeant’s privato room? Yes.

RUSSIAN OFFICSR'S EVIDENOE.

Colonel N. Belaeiw, an officer in the Rus-
sian Army, .wes then called by Mr.
Humphreys to deteribe the make of some of
the munition exhibits. He was in_mufti,
and said ho was & member of the Russian
Supply Committee. Shown @ rifie, much the
worse for wear, snd asked if it was a Ruasian
weapon, the witness, ~after examining it
carefully, said “Yes.” It had beon manu-
factured at the Russian Imperial Toula Rifle
Works in 1805, Each rifle. manufactured by
the Rugsian Imperial Works, he explained,
bore a certain number, and the number of
this specisl Tifle was 80X, .

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL GORDON.

Lieutensnt-Colonel Philip James Gordon,
attached to the Directorate of Military In-
telligence at the War Office, was called to
speak to certain portions of me
was given to examine. In his opinion, these
were not, printed in the United Kingdom.

From what meridian is,the longitude cal-
culated? The meridian used in these maps is
from the most westerly Taland of the Canariea.
In all English maps the meridian is Green-
wich. Fero is on the line of the meridian
used in the Government, map prepated by the
German War 8taff.

Will you tell the Court how these maps
differ from the ordinary English form of sur-
vey map? The deteils of this map (holding
up o portion in his hand) are identical. . It is
evidently produced from a photo, and it is on
 smaller acale, " P

«In the printing of this map are thera some
differences {rom the survey map? Yes, con-
siderable differences. The scsle of the :?p
is one to 300,000. 8 6 -Mﬁoo&mce
survey ap from which i haa been, taken s
one to 25,440, are somo’ roads on this
map which are'not used on the ordnance sur-
vay map. Thero are apecial patches of colour
shown on, this map in the neighbowrhood of
gavrisons in Teeland, which are ngt'shown on
the English m

BAILEV'S MILITARY RECORD,

Second Lieutenant -James Leslie Brietley,
Wilts Regiment, attached to, the Adjutant-
General's Staff at the War Office, next gave
evidence regarding Bailoy's military record.
Daniel Bailey, ho said, enlisted an’ April 7,
1804, st Dublin. - He served eight years snd
357 days, of which five years and 328 days
were served abroad. He was transferred to
the Army Reserve at Gosport on March 26th,
1013, and was mobilised at Belfast on Augush
5th, 1814, being posted £ tho Z0d Battalion
of his own regiment.

1s he shown on the official papers as . a
prisoner of war in Belgium? Yes.

Aro the patticalars in the certificate of birth
{produced) in agreement with the regimental
‘papers relating to Bailey? Yes, as far as they

o ;
gAnd do theso papers show o good recard?
es.
BAILEY'S STATEMENT TO SERGSANT
L REATION,
Evidence was given after the luncheon inter-

| val by ‘Sergeant Bestick, of Royal Iri
Comatabniotys who, i thah o oan g

be Buleg{ s d on
mﬂ and witness made inquiries of him.
Jtor ho had dono so, witness went into his
ogvnprgnumm,-néhmwatom
him privately. Ho said: “I will tell you
some of the truth. I came over from ‘America
‘Im:ir Mr colourz. T joineéd a mny there.
o not. wan an; n to koow who I
am.> "Witness told the et he would be. do.
taiped, und his pbugugh would be taken,
and inquiries made. ~ Alter an interval cf
sbout a guarter of ap bour the man again
asked Yo ste witness, and added: ““Can I get
free il T tell the truth?"” Witness said he
cauld not guafantes’ that he wonld geb free,
but ho guarsnteed he. would get protection.
‘The man & ** he was afraid to make & state-

b .%ot “Unot day of whom be ¥
"L bt 3 a8

Wi *4 him the superior offic

“nd the ‘'mam mai

- “morrow -may 1

* information.

* #vahouy
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