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This is the second of two books on Casement to be published this year. A study by Professor W. J. McCormack on the afterlife of the Black Diary controversy was published last August. A biography by the anthropologist Séamas O Síochaín will appear early next year. 

After the first, collected, edition by Maurice Girodias was published in Paris in 1959 (which did not include the second 1911 Black Diary) the Home Office made it clear that if any part was reproduced obscenity proceedings would ensue. The publication of this volume by Jeffrey Dudgeon and the Belfast Press is the first time that all the so-called Black Diaries have been issued in one volume. Had they not been used to block the high level international campaign to halt Casement’s execution, the Black Diaries would have had a very different publishing history. 

This edition should now mark the lowering and collapse of those barriers that have been erected to the Diaries joining the collection of erotic literature produced by politicians and statesmen down the ages, from Samuel Pepys and Tom Driberg, to Alan Clark and others today. 

The question of Casement’s sexuality remains important in so far as there are those who wish to deny it, or see only baseness in connection with it. Remove this issue and Casement’s political and intellectual achievements sit with, and not in contradiction to, his sexuality. That has been and continues to be, the case in relation to the assessment of the life of Samuel Pepys and his treason and in relation to the assessment of the life of T. E. Lawrence and his role in the attempt to establish an independent Arab federation. 

   
Like Samuel Pepys (a previous resident of the Tower of London), Casement noted down all matter of things besides his sexual fancies and adventures. In addition to his reading material, meals, meteorological observations, his and others’ health, the quality of accommodation, he also diaried whether or not people were, or were not, good company and if he had liked the food they had served.  

Needless-to-say it was not these details that interested the authorities in 1916 when they were choosing which pages to be typed up…

‘18 Monday [Sept. 1911]…waiting for tram saw fine type who looked across street at me too….walked along and was looking back at lovely Ceará caboclo sailor when moço hurried over and held out his hand and it was this boy.’ 

Casement later met up with this youth of ‘17 or 18’ for a passionate open air encounter. But as is clear from this and the other Black Diaries, Casement also records the non-events, the no shows and ‘none’, as his account of the following day indicates:

 ‘After dinner to cemetery and saw waiting there Augusto dos Santos - but passed saying “Boa Noite” and as he did not follow returned to palace Square - none at all - and to bed at 9 p.m.’ 

But as Jeffrey Dudgeon notes not all those who were eventually shown the details of what had been touted to journalists acted as the authorities would have wished. After the Archbishop of Canterbury, Randal Davidson, learned of the typescript, he was more appalled by what London was attempting to do with it than what it contained. He then began a private campaign to save Casement on the basis that the government’s blackguardism had undermined the Crown’s case.

The Black Diaries begin in 1903, and include details of Casement’s private life as lived in three continents, including Europe, the Caribbean and Peru, British and Portuguese controlled territories in Africa, South America and Madeira. During which time Jeffrey Dudgeon accounts for some fifty sexual encounters by Casement, most of whom accepted gifts of money. Casement also records those who having enjoyed his company accepted that as being payment enough.

Of the photographs taken by Casement himself, a number have survived to indicate his admirations and amatory interests, some of which are published here for the very first time. These include those taken in passing as well as those taken on special days out (Casement typically being impressed as much by an armpit as he was by a nearby field of cactus). 

Dudgeon cross references the Diaries and provides contextual background. In his accompanying text he also includes special chapters on Casement’s Ulster Scots friend Millar Gordon, Adler Christensen (the duplicitous Norwegian sailor who accompanied Casement on his mission to Germany) and also a short history of Casement’s Belfast circle. 

This is a welcome inclusion as most accounts ignore this important group which centred around Ardrigh on the Antrim Road, the home of Belfast gay solicitor Francis Joseph Bigger, whose decisive influence on, and leadership of, the language movement provided the impetus for the regeneration of Belfast republicanism. 

Casement was directly involved in both. The Neophytes, Bigger’s mature Scout troop, also appear in the photograph collection as does Alice Stopford Green, Casement’s friend and tireless supporter, one of many women who stood by him till the end. Both Jeffrey Dudgeon and W. J. McCormack in his Roger Casement in Death are decidedly cool on Casement’s Irish Ireland circle and about his London liberal and radical connections such as those who supported the Anti-Slavery Society and the Congo Reform Association. 

However, unlike the comically politically correct and saintly cipher of  Michael Carson’s novel the Night of the Flaming Heart, Casement emerges from this book as someone who was at times a (conservative) opinionated stick‑in‑the‑mud.  

Most of his dubious generalisations are aired here in the accompanying text, as are his subtle observations (his description of an African tribal head-dress, the best example, is quoted on p. 95). 

However, as far as the Black Diaries are concerned it is clear that Casement did not practice what he sometimes preached. His aversion to Ulster Scots did not stop him from befriending and valuing the company of Millar Gordon and Johnnie Bell. As Dudgeon tells us, following the untimely death of Bell in a shipyard accident, Casement tried to visit the young man’s family in East Belfast and purchased a photo frame to preserve his picture. (Most of Casement’s effects that recorded other Belfast friendships were later destroyed by Bigger or his nephew.)

 
Jeffrey Dudgeon refers also to how Casement as a man of action was uncannily like his uncle Edward Bannister, whom he succeeded as British Consul in West Africa and as the dedicated pursuer of the rights of exploited workers and a marshaller of arguments (both official and unofficial) on behalf of those Africans and Peruvian Indians who had a right to humanitarian treatment. In the last analysis Casement generated both rolling thunder and enlightenment.
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