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Dear Editor,

Your news report (27 January, p. 3) on local people rejecting honours revealed in a Cabinet Office list mistakenly says Roger Casement, an ‘Irish born officer’ was one of the prominent refuseniks.
In fact, Casement, who was not an army officer but a British consul, was awarded and accepted two honours , the CMG in 1905 and a knighthood in 1911. These were for his significant reports. commissioned by the British government, on rubber slavery in the Congo Free State and on the upper Amazon in Peru, respectively. The citation in the latter case read “in recognition of your valuable services in connection with your recent mission to the Putumayo District.” 
It is true to say he was underwhelmed by the awards, if not embarrassed given his Irish separatist views. But he chose to accept although mendaciously suggesting at times they had been announced before he was aware of them.
He had his CMG medal posted to him but did show up to be knighted by George V at Buckingham Palace on 6 July 1911. He earlier diaried on 15 June 1911, “Letter from Sir E. Grey telling me of Knighthood! Alack. To Uxbridge. Lovely Boy Scout and Chaney’s baker lad. Cgttes 10d.”
It is true to say Casement forfeited and was formally stripped of both awards after his conviction for treason in June 1916. Indeed his acceptance of British honours was exploited by the prosecution to evidence his loyalty and subsequent treachery.

Interestingly there were another two Ulster-born people who refused honours on the same Cabinet Office list. Harry Ferguson (H.G. Ferguson 1884-1960) who developed the modern agricultural tractor and was the first person in Ireland to build and fly his own aeroplane declined a knighthood in 1954. 
Norman Miscampbell (1925-2007) did the same in 1989. He was born in Carrickfergus where his family owned the local salt mine and served as Conservative MP for Blackpool North from 1962 to 1992, making him Blackpool's longest serving MP.
Yours sincerely 
Jeff Dudgeon (author of ‘Roger Casement - the Black Diaries’)
