[No response except a phone call to say book received and that work on a review will commence. Nothing transpired]

jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com

2 July 2004

Dear Jim Gibney,

You will recall my brief encounter with you and Tom Hartley on Wednesday when I spoke to you about my book on Roger Casement and about Gerry Adams’s Belfast Telegraph interview of Monday night.

Taking up your offer, I am now delivering a copy of Roger Casement: The Black Diaries - With a Study of his Background, Sexuality, and Irish Political Life to you for review in An Phoblacht. As I said, it has not, despite a fair number of other reviews, managed one to date in a northern Nationalist or Republican paper. This has been disappointing, as I believe I have uncovered a considerable amount of material that would interest readers of such journals.

Hopefully you will enjoy it even if the politics are not to your taste. I would especially appreciate a local reviewer who could provide an informed assessment of my take on Casement’s role in Irish and Ulster life (and on his Antrim family background and setting). Others have confirmed that the research I have written up on the early days of Republicanism in Belfast and the parts played by F.J. Bigger, Denis McCullough and Bulmer Hobson, in particular, not to mention the Irish Volunteers and the Easter Rising is original and interesting and worthy of examination.

Most previous reviews have concentrated on the diaries controversy and Casement’s sexual life. I am not complaining about that but I do feel that the other half of the book which was half the reason I wrote it deserves more consideration.

As I said when we met, Casement has not been reviewed in any northern nationalist or Republican paper, despite review copies being sent forward – in the case of the Irish News, three times.

It would be appreciated if any reviewer was from the north and was able to assess the Ulster and Irish aspects of the book as well as the diaries. Up to now most English and southern reviewers have majored on the gay parts but a great deal of my effort was put into Casement’s Belfast’s connections and the Irish Volunteers/Easter Rising period from 1914 to 1916. 

Yours sincerely

Jeff Dudgeon
