JOE DEVLIN

http://www.geograph.org.uk/photo/876286 - Mount Royal, Bangor photograph.
RE: Joe Devlin's estate details in PRONI‏ 

From: Sean McGouran (seanmcgouran776@hotmail.com) 

Sent: 20 October 2008 09:34:08 

To:  Jeff Dudgeon (jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com) 

I feel (slightly) guilty about not telling you everything about Devlin's finances - he was given £20,000 in 1920 (or 21, or 22) as a result of the UIL (United Irish League) liquidating (?) its thingys / assets.  (They included buildings - the UILGB dissolved itself into the Labour Party at its AGM / Convention in 1918 - a lot of Labour Clubs were probably Irish or UIL clubs prior to that date - the 'Irish' political formations in GB had been collapsing into Labour from the 1890s.

He probably just put the money in a bank and used it for - largely charitable purposes - he is said to have bought a hotel in Bangor, but there is no evidence of it, really.  He financed excursions to Bangor (but also other sea-side resorts for most of the 1920s).  Probably not the sort of chap you'd want in charge of the finances in your home-ruled statelet.

He rented Ard Righ - it might have had some sentimental memories - the various 'national' factions were not that far apart.  And anyway Belfast was a quite small place physically in the early part of the last century.  'Herbert and Antoinette Hughes' were noted by Paddy's Daily Liar (aka Irish News) as among those who sent wreaths to Joe's funeral (I don't know if they attended - nearly everybody else did).

I was under the impression that Mrs Montgomery got the lot of his estate.

Cheers,

SMG

JOSEPH DEVLIN MP - WILL DETAILS
He died intestate in a nursing home on 18 January 1934.
Letters of Administration taken out in Belfast on 9 November 1938 by Theresa Montgomery, widow of 5 Mount Royal, Bangor, sister of deceased. 

Unusually late date indicative of some sort of problem. No mention of a house valuation although he is described as late of 362 Antrim Road, Belfast (Ardrigh). Perhaps he did not own Ardrigh but lived there grace and favour?

He left £1701.14.0 in Northern Ireland, (amended figure £1889.14.11); £483.2.6. in Great Britain and £2540.12.11 in Irish Free State, some in the National Bank; (A/c No. 2 £3023.14.9 is I think the non-Northern Ireland monies). Hard to follow the amended details.

Sister later sought £624 from estate as “remuneration during deceased’s lifetime” for six years work at £2 a week as housekeeper. For tax reasons or did she not end up with the money?

10 Clonard Hall shares (£250). 

1,000 Bernard Hughes shares (£1218, plus some director’s fees). 

510 Irish News shares (£127). 

110 Westminster Bank shares (£482). 

Dublin Distillers shares worth £1,600.

More shares in Bernard Hughes in name of Vincent Hassan ‘held in trust for deceased’ later added to estate (£187.10.0). Also P.M. Rea left him £10.
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