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Life
1864-1916 [Roger David Casement]; b. Sandycove, Co. Dublin, to a mixed marriage, his mother being Catholic; orphaned at death of mother, 1877; raised Co. Antrim, ed. Ballymena; employed in Elder Demptster Shipping Co.; British Foreign Service, 1892; report on Congo (Zaire) atrocities of Belgian administration and commercial agents, 1903 [Putomayo], published by British Govt., 1904; mbr. of Gaelic League; organised feis with F. J. Bigger at Cushendall, 1904; estab. and Coláiste Uladh at Cloughaneeley (with Maghnas Mac Cumhaill); Peruvian Amazon Company (1910); knighted 1911 [var. 1913]; became friend of Bulmer Hobson, A. S. Green, and F. J. Bigger; mbr. Irish National Volunteers Committee, 1913; contrib. ‘Crime Against Europe’, letter to Ulster Guardian, over pseud. Ruari Macasmund’, 14 May 1913; spoke against Carsonism in Ballymoney, Oct. 1913; became Treasurer of the Irish Volunteers, 1913; published anonymous article in the Irish Review advocating rebellion during World War I; travelled to US and contacted German Embassy in America through John Devoy; travelled to Berlin, Nov. 1914 [var. Oct.], enlisting a mere fifty Irish prisoners of war for his Brigade (including Bailey, who was arrested with him); sailed to meet The Aud with guns but no German expedition aboard U-20, with Robert Monteith; landed on Banna Strand, Tralee, Co. Kerry, and arrested, April 1916; held in rat-infested dungeon in Tower of London; made two suicide attempts in prison; ineffectively defended by Serjeant A. M. Sullivan (for George Gavan Duffy, cousin of same) against attorney-general F. E. Smith (later 1st Earl of Birkenhead - of whom Shaw said he was guilty of the offence of levying arms against the Crown with which Casement was charged); his diaries shown to Michael Collins, then negotiating the treaty, by Smith, also a participant in the negotiations; diagnosed by Home Office legal adviser Sir Ernley Blackwell as ‘womanly’ pathetic who induced men to use him; Shaw, Alice Stopford Green, Eva Gore-Booth, and others campaign for his reprieve; controversial diaries released with evidence of homosexual activity; verdict of authenticity on diaries circulated in a character-blackening strategy by the British in America; asked to be buried at Murlough Bay, but bur. at Pentonville after execution by hanging 3 Aug.; remains returned to Ireland, 1965; diaries’ authenticity disputed by Dr. W. J. Maloney, H. O. Mackay and other nationalists; object of ‘ferocious’ ballads by Yeats; a portrait of Casement in the dock was painted as conversation piece by Sir John Lavery; Speech from the Dock’, printed in Irish Press, 9 Feb. 1937 (p.5); de Valera refuses to take up issue with British Govt. (‘his reputation is safe in the affections of the Irish people’), 1939; P. S. O’Hegarty prepared a bibliography in 1949; a manuscript life by Sean Francis Kavanagh, a close associate and a sergeant in the Irish Republican Brigade, is in the possession of Ms. Keely, a grand-daughter living in Washington; the Casement diaries were released by the British Govt. in 28 March, 1994; held to be authentic by Roger Sawyer but considered forgeries by Angus Mitchell, the former view generally holding in conjunction with the belief that the offending passages were fantasies rather than true records on Casement’s part; the so-called Black Diaries were the subject of an academic colloquium at Goldsmiths College, London in February 1998. 
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Criticism
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· Roger Sawyer, Casement: The Flawed Hero (London: Routledge & Kegan Paul 1984), 199pp. 

· Paul Hyland, The Black Heart: A Voyage to Central Africa (London: Gollancz 1988. 

· Brian Inglis, Roger Casement (London: Hodder & Stoughton 1973; rep. Belfast: Blackstaff 1993), 462pp., [index]. 

· Medb Ruane, ‘Who Owns Casement?’, Irish Times (14 Oct. 1997), [q.p.]; Nigel Jones, ‘The Killing of Roger Casement’, Guardian (28 Feb. 1998), p.6. 

· Richard Kirkland, ‘Rhetoric and (Mis)recognitions: Reading Casement’, Irish Studies Review, 7, 2 [Irish Studies & Postcolonial Theory Issue] (August 1999), pp.163-72. 
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Commentary
W. B Yeats: "Roger Casement": ‘I say that Roger Casement / Did what he had to do. / He died upon the gallows, / But that is nothing new. / Afraid they might be beaten / Before the bench of Time, / They turned a trick by forgery / And blackened his good name. / A perjurer stood ready / To prove their forgery true; / They gave it out to all the world, / And that is something new; / For Spring Rice had to whisper it, / Being their Ambassador, / And then the speakers got it / And writers by the score. / Come Tom and Dick, come all the troop / That cried it far and wide, / Come from the forger and his desk, / Desert the perjurer's side; / Come speak your bit in public / That some amends be made / To this most gallant gentleman / That is in quicklime laid.’ ALSO "The Ghost of Roger Casement", O what has made that sudden noise? / What on the threshold stands? / it never crossed the sea because / John Bull and sea are friends. / But this is not the old sea / Nor this the old seashore. / What gave that roar of mockery, / That roar in the sea’s roar? / The ghost of Roger Casement / Is beating on the door. / [Refrain:] // John Bull has stood for Parliament, / A dog must have his day ... // John Bull has gone to India / And all must pay him heed / For histories are there to prove / That none of another breed / Has a like inheritance / Or sucked such milk as he ... // I poked about a village church / And found his family tomb / And copied out what I could read / In that religious gloom; / Found many a famous man there; / But fame and virtue rot. / Draw round, beloved and bitter men, / Draw round and raise a shout / [Refrain]’.

Joseph Conrad wrote: ‘I can assure you that he is a limpid personality. there is a touch of the conquistador in him too; for I have seen him start off into an unspeakable wilderness swinging a crookhandled stick for all weapon, with two bulldogs, Paddy (white) and Biddy (Brindle) at his heels and a Loanda boy carrying a bundle for all company. A few months afterwards it so happened that I saw him come out again, a little leaner, a little browner, with his sticks, dogs, and Loanda boy, and quietly serene as though he had been for a stroll in the part […] I always though some particle of La Casas’ soul had found refuge in his indomitable body. […] He could tell you things! Things I have tried to forget, things I never did know.’ (Letter to R. B. Cunninghame Graham, 26 Dec. 1903; Alfred Noyes, The Accusing Ghost, 1957; cited in Richard Kirkland, Irish Studies Review, August 1999, pp.168-69); note further memories of Casement, confirming his relation to Kurtz in Heart of Darkness, in interview, New York Evening Post, 11 May 1923.

Joyce’s Ulysses ("Cyclops" chap.): ‘Well, says JJ, if they’re any worse than the Belgians in the Congo Free State they must be bad. Did you read that report by a man what’s this is name is? / ‘Casement, says the citizen. He’s an Irishman. 
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George Bernard Shaw, ‘The Roger Casement Trial; An Unpublished Statement’ [signed 19 Dec. 1934, and presented to Julius Klein; later printed in the Letters, ed., Dan. H. Laurence], in Robin Skelton and David R. Clark, eds., Irish Renaissance [A Gathering of Essays, Memoirs, and Letters from the Massachusetts Review] (Dolmen Press 1965), pp.94-96: ‘I did not know Casement personally; but I understood his policy, and, as an Irishman, held he had just as clear a right to take the German side in the war as any Serb had to take the English side, even a Serb who had formerly been in the Turkish service. ... I was moved to by the distress of his cousin Mrs. Parry ... I advised Casement to conduct his own defence; not to plead guilty but to admit all the facts; to assert his complete right to at as he had done; to claim that as the was a prisoner of war and not a traitor his execution would be a murder; to be eloquent about his right to take up arms for the independence of his country, and to finish with a defiant, "Now murder me if you like and be damned". ... /Unfortunately I could not induce Casement to give the requisite weight to my advice. [... &c.] (p.95); As to the sort of British patriotism which expressed itself in dismissing Casement’s cousin from [her] educational post ... because she visited him in prison, I had no feeling for it but one of contemptuous disgust ... The British government discredited Casement shockingly ... But this alleged diary has never been produced, and unless it is forthcoming the contention of Casement’s friends that the document is a relic of his Putewayo days, when he had to copy and report many unmentionable confessions, remains unrefuted.’ (END; p.96.)

Denis Gwynn, Traitor or Patriot, The Life and Death of Roger Casement (1930), makes the case that the nefarious diary was Casement’s record of evidence in his investigation of Putawayo matters; on reading it Lady Gregory changed her opinion, formerly expressed in a letter to Shaw of Aug. 1916, ‘I could feel much enthusiasm for Casement, but I wish something could be done for John McNeill, a scholar to the backbone and most generous in his help to learners. There are such masses of MSS to be translated while he is making sacks in gaol.’ [See Lucy McDiarmid, reviewing Dan H Lawrence and Nicholas Grene, eds., Shaw, Lady Gregory, and the Abbey, A Correspondence and a Record (Colin Smythe 1993) [ILS, Spring 1994, pp.4-6; copied under Shaw, RX. 

León Ó Bróin, Protestant Nationalists in Revolution Ireland: The Stopford Connection (1985), writes that 'Casement was inevitably found guilty and made a speech from the dock that recalled many in the Irish patriotic tradition, particularly that of the Anglo-Irish Robert Emmet.' Further: 'He addressed himself to the charge that he had forsworn loyalty ... by his association with the German enemy. He explained where in the struggle between the Anglo and Irish elements in his make-up, the true core of loyalty lay, and why at Easter other men now dead had acted as they did [...].' Quotes Casement on Irish freedom [see Quotations]. Further: After an unsuccessful appeal of sentence of death was carried out at Pentonville on 3 August. (p.135). Ó Bróin notes that Casement was highly delighted after the Howth gun-running, writing to Mrs Alice Stopford-Green, ‘Oh woman of the Stern Unbending Purpose ... may the God of Erin put rifles in the hands of Irishmen and teach them to shoot straight!’ (Ibid., p.63.) 
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Suzanne Breen, Irish Times (26 March 1994), writing on the release of the Casement diaries, ‘If authentic, they reveal Casement to have been obsessed with sexual activity. During one four-month period, the diarist was sexually active with, or made sexual approaches to, 60 different men.’ James Bryce, British ambassador in Washington recalled ‘the magnetic Irishman, dead white face, dead black hair, hypnotic eyes and hovering hands’; John Devoy complained of his ‘utter impracticability’ and his constant meddling in his ‘honest but visionary way’; one of the first to argue that the example of the Ulster Volunteers should be followed; broad left-wing tendencies; actively involved in Gaelic League; perturbed when fellow Leaguer, Ada MacNeill, fell in love with him; (‘I wish she would leave me alone ... these repeated invitations to meet her are a bit out of place’; described Carson as ‘honest. sincere and fearless’ but also ‘a cross between a badly raised bloodhound and an underfed hyena’; and liked him better than ‘plotting craven Englishmen’; of Germans, ‘honesty and integrity of German mankind, the strength of the German intellect, the skill of the German hand and brain ... I regret that I am not German’; in 1965, when his body was returned to Ireland, Tomás Mac Giolla, Sinn Féin, spoke of the necessity of returning the diaries to ‘nail for all time the slanderous attacks’ [i.e., charges of homosexuality]. 

A. N. Jeffares, W. B. Yeats: A New Biography (1988), ‘[Yeats] got into a ‘blind age’ on reading Dr Maloney’s The Forged Casement Diaries and wrote two furious ballads, ‘Roger Casement’, and ‘The Ghost of Roger Casement’ ... In the version of the poem published in the Irish Press, 2 Feb. 1937, he had attacked ‘Alfred Noyes and all that troupe [var. troop]’ for spreading stories about Casement’s homosexuality in order to prevent an appeal against his being sentenced to death for treason in 1916; Noyes was reported by Maloney as having described the Casement diaries as ‘filthy beyond all description’ [in the Philadelphia Public Ledger, 31 Aug. 1916; New Comm., p.386]; but wrote a disclaimer to the papers [Comm., Irish Press], and Yeats, in accepting his explanation, revised the poem to read ‘No matter what the names they wear!’ [see Jeffares, New Comm., 1984, p.386] and thanked him for a ‘noble’ letter [in a letter of his own of 13 Feb. 1937; Letters, ed. Wade, p.822-83], agreeing with the suggestion that the diaries should be examined by some tribunal – it is now generally accepted that they are genuine’ (p336). See also Jeffares, New Commentary on the Poems (1984), pp.384ff., citing fully Yeats’s impassioned support of Maloney’s view in letters to Ethel Mannin (15 Nov. 1936; Letters, ed. Wade, p.867-68) and Dorothy Wellesley (28 Nov., 7 Dec., and 12 Dec. 1936; DWL, p.107-111); his ‘ferocious ballad’ elicited public thanks from the vice-president of the Exec. Council, and de Valera’s private secretary, as well as from Count Plunket, and a ‘long leader’ in de Valera’s Irish Press saying that ‘for generations my poem will pour scorn on the forgers and their backers’ (letter to Dorothy Wellesley, 8 Feb. 1937). 
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Brian Fallon writes, ‘The use of the homosexual diaries to secure his conviction was deliberate and nasty and it is a lasting stain on the poet Alfred Noyes (who later recanted) that he took part in the official vilification of Casement in America and elsewhere.’ (Irish Times, 6 May 1995.)

Joseph O’Neill, review of Adrian Weale, Patriot Traitors: Roger Casement, John Amery and the Real Meaning of Treason (2001), in (in The Irish Times (30 June 2001), quotes G. B. Shaw: ‘the word traitor as applied to a rebel has always been a mere vituperatoin from the days of Wallace to those of Sir Edward Carson and Sir Frederick Smith [...]. Certainly, no one outside Great Britain will have any desire to apply it, even for vituperative purposes, to Casement.’ Reviewer comments: ‘It’s this barely suppressed detestation of its subjects that undermines Patriot Traitors and its claim to illuminating "the real meaning of treason".’ 

Lucy McDiarmid, ‘Martyr for Many Causes’, in The New York Times Book Review (8 Feb. 1998), writes: ‘The "Black Diaries" may not be his. The five diaries, whosever they are, contain coded and not-so-coded descriptions of homosexual encounters in Ireland, England and South America. Depending on which line of thought you follow, they’re either the ingenious contrivances of a British forger or Casement’s private records, stolen by Scotland Yard. In June 1916, Casement was on trial fore attempting to recruit Irish prisoners of war in Germany to fight in the Easter Rising. During the summer, the diaries were circulated sub rosa to discourage Casement’s supporters from appealing his treason conviction and to ruin him for martyrdom. Sir Ernley Blackwell, legal adviser to the Foreign Office, wrote in his report, "I see not the slightest objection to hanging Casement and afterwards giving him as much publicity to the contents of his diary as decency permits, so that at any rate the public in America and elsewhere may know what sort of man they are inclined to make a martyr of." When the American Ambassador told Prime Minister Herbert Asquith he had seen a copy of the diaries, Asquith remarked, "Excellent; and you need not be particular about keeping it to yourself."’ Further, ‘Their authenticity has been definitively confirmed and stubbornly questioned in a dozen biographies, in W.J. Maloney's 'Forged Casement Diaries' (1936) and in the 1959 Peter Singleton-Gates book, The Black Diaries. Linking an Irish patriot with sexuality - even, as in Parnell's case, with heterosexuality - has always caused commotion, but the possibility of a gay martyr challenged fundamental notions of Irish identity. Each new biography, whatever its theory of Casement, inspired prolonged debate about national heroes, or sex, or both. Casement's unsettled posthumous history meant that the mere mention of his name evoked the thought of homosexuality even when the word wasn't mentioned.’; quotes Irish Times letter of 1956: "The fascination of the voluminous correspondence on the moral character of Casement is only exceeded by its futility"; Further, ‘Meanwhile, privately (very privately), Casement’s friends accepted the diaries’ authenticity. Eamon De Valera, the Irish President, who spoke movingly at the reinterment in Dublin, did not want the diaries along with the bones, and they remain in the Public Record Office in London. [...] In the wake of Ireland's decriminalization of homosexual acts in 1993, the BBC devoted a program to the diaries, and a handwriting expert declared them genuine. Two Englishmen, Angus Mitchell, a travel writer who moved to Brazil to study the extermination of native tribes, and Roger Sawyer, the author of a biography of Casement and a book called 'Slavery in the Twentieth Century,' signed a contract to edit the 1910 diaries. [&c.]’

Rosin MacAuley, letter to The Irish Times (1 Sept. 2001) expressed amazement at the ‘rerun of the old shibboleth’ about the forgery of the Casement Diaries and recounts her examination of them in connection with the BBC series Document which she directed with producer Nigel Acheson; permitted to examine the diaries by the British Govt. in 1993; diaries examined by Dr. David Blaxendale who compared the writing with that in the public diaries held in the Irish National Archive; confirmed their authenticity; concludes, ‘if he hadn’t been homosexual, knowing what it was like to feel oppressed and marginalised, he might not have been a hero to anyone.’ (Reading,/Berkshire,/England./Dublin 12.) 

Colm Tóibín, extract on Roger Casement from his new book, argues that ‘Roger Casement deserves our admiration for the passion and erotic complexity revealed in the Black Diaries and that his homosexuality may have made him a great humanitarian’ [sub-heading] Tóibín considers fully the evidence for and against forgery and retells the memoranda of the Home Office legal adviser: ‘[H]e has for years been addicted to the grossest sodomitical practices. He seems of late years to have completed the full cycle of sexual degeneracy and from a pervert has become an invert - a woman or pathic who derives his satisfaction from attracting men and inducing them to use him.’; and, ‘’So far as I can judge, it would be far wiser from every point of view to allow the law to take its course and, by judicious means, to use these diaries to prevent casement attaining martyrdom’. Tóibín counters all this from a different angle: ‘He loved the people of the Congo and the Amazon Indians. […] he wanted to fondle them and make love with them in a way which would give him pleasure. Since he was gay, he did it with blokes. One presumes that some of them took pleasure in it too - maybe even some of the ones he paid. On the other hand, having it off with a large, bearded man from Northern Ireland might not have been to everyone’s taste.’ (The Irish Times [Weekend], 2 March 2002, p.4; Love in a Dark Time to appear on March 22nd.)
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Quotations
On the Elgin marbles: ‘give back the Elgin marbles, let them lie/Unsullied, pure beneath the Attic sky/The smoky figures of our northern clime/More ruin work than all ancient time/Give back the marbles let them vigil keep/Where art lies still over Phidias’ tomb/ (Quoted by Patrick Comerford in The Irish Times, 4 Aug. 1998.)

Irish blood: (Letter to the Irish Independent, 1914): ‘If Irish blood is to be "the seal that will bring all Ireland together in one nation and in liberties equal and common to all" then let that blood be shed in Ireland, where alone it can be righteously shed to secure those liberties [...] let our graves be that patriot grass where alone the corpse of Irish nationality can spring to life.’ (Quoted in quoted in Brian Inglis, Roger Casement, London: Hodder & Stoughton 1973; cited in Field Day Anthology of Irish Writing, 1991, Vol. 2, p.299.

Irish Language: ‘I bethought me that a people’s language was a living thing, and that it was a shameful thing for an Irishman to stand by and see the soul of his country being dragged out through his lips. I accordingly gave up my club in London, and devoted the amount of the annual subscription thus saved to a training college in Munster where Irish teachers are perfected in a fuller knowledge of, and a more scientific method of imparting, "kitchen Kaffir".’ ("On the Prosecution of Irish’, in H. O. Mackay, The Crime Against Europe, Dublin 1958, p.96; cited in Brian Ó Cuív, ‘Irish Literature and Language, 1845-1921’, in William Vaughan, ed., A New History of Ireland, Vol. VI: 1870-1921, OUP 1996, p.410.) 

Diary entry (end of 1915): ‘I very much hope that peace would come ... it is dreadful to think of all the world beginning the new year with nothing but death - killing and murdering wholesale, and destroying all that makes life happy ...’ (Inglis, op. cit.; FDA2, p.305).

Dock Speech: ‘Home Rule when it comes, if comes it does, will find an Ireland drained of all that is vital to its very existence - unless it be that unquenchable hope we build on the graves of the dead. We are told that if Irishmen go by the thousand to die, not for Ireland, but for Flanders, for Belgium, for a patch of sand on the deserts of Mesopotamia, or a rocky trench on the heights of Gallipoli, they are winning self-government for Ireland. But if they dare to dream even that freedom can be won at home by men resolved to fight for it there, then they are traitors to their country. But history is not so recorded in other lands. In Ireland alone in the twentieth century is loyalty held to be a crime. If loyalty be something less than love and more than law, then we have had enough of such loyalty for Ireland and Irishmen. If we are to be indicted as criminals, to be shot as murderers, to be imprisoned as convicts because our offence is that we love Ireland more than we value our lives, then I know not what virtue resides in any offer of self-government held out to brave men on such terms. Self-government is our right, a thing born in us at birth; a thing no more to be doled out to us or withheld from us by another people than the right to life itself - than the right to feel the sun or smell flowers, or to love our kind. Freedom is not something given by the English as a gift, but something which is mine and Ireland’s natural right.’ (Quoted in León Ó Bróin, Protestant Nationalists in Revolution Ireland: The Stopford Connection, Dublin: Gill & Macmillan 1985, p.135.)

 Last thoughts: ‘It is a strange strange fate, and now I stand face to face with death I feel just as if they were going to kill a boy - and my hands so free from blood and my heart always so compassionate and pitiful that I cannot comprehend how anyone wants to hang me.’ (Manuscript written in the condemned cell at Pentonville Prison [priv.]; a short memoir by Father James McCarroll, ref. Herbert O. Mackay, 18 Jan. 1950; cited in Richard Kirkland, Irish Studies Review, August 1999, pp.168-69; p.168.)
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COPAC lists Works: The Crime against Ireland and how the War may right it. [Articles written from 1911 to 1914] (1914); The Crime against Europe. A possible outcome of the war of 1914 [2nd edn] (1915); Come combatte l'Inghilterra nella guerra attuale (1915); The Causes of the War and the Foundations of Peace. The Keeper of the Seas (1915); Gesammelte Schriften. Irland, Deutschland und die Freiheit der Meere und andere Aufsätze. [With a portrait] (1916); Putumayo, caucho y sangre : relación al Parlamento inglés (1911) ; C. Reginald Enock, ed. & intro., The Putumayo, the Devil's Paradise. Travels in the Peruvian Amazon region, and an account of the atrocities committed upon the Indians therein ... Together with extracts from the report of Sir Roger Casement confirming the occurrences [1912] With 16 illustrations and a map; ilustraciones recabadas de fotografías por Segundo Obando (1985); D. Vangroenweghe, intro. & annot., Le Rapport Casement : rapport de R. Casement, consul britannique, sur son voyage dans le Haut-Congo [1903] with préface et règles d'édition par J.L. Vellut (1985); also, Three poems [reprinted from the "Irish Review."] (1916). Query: Alice Stopford-Greene, The Grey House on the Hill; or "Trust in God and Do the Right." (1874). Commentary: Alfred Noyes, The Accusing Ghost); or, Justice for Casement (1957) [With a portrait]; Angus Mitchell, ed. & intro., The Amazon journal of Roger Casement (1997); P. S. O'Hegarty, A Bibliography of Roger Casement. (1949); Peter Singleton-Gates & Maurice Girodias, comp. [ed], The Black Diaries. An account of Roger Casement's life and times with a collection of his diaries and public writings. With illustrations, including portraits] (1959); Britisches gegen deutsches Imperium. Von einem amerikanischen Iren. [trans. from "British versus German Imperialism."] Mit einem Vorwort von Sir Roger Casement. (1915); Franz Rothenfelder, Casement in Deutschland, etc. (1917); Antonie Meyer, Der Casement-Prozess und seine Ürsachen. Zusammengestellt und aus dem Englischen übersetzt […] Mit einem einleitenden Vorwort von Dr. Th. Schiemann [Universität Berlin] Dritte Auflage. (1916. Captain Robert Monteith, Casement's Last Adventure [.] [IRA] (1932), ill. With ports.); Do. [rev. & rewritten] (1953); Casement slanders refuted. / [by] Casement (1968); Roger Sawyer, Casement : The Flawed Hero (1984); Herbert O. Mackey, The crime against Europe); the writings and poetry of Roger Casement (1958); [G. B. Shaw,] A Discarded Defence of Roger Casement, suggested by Bernard Shaw. With an appendix of comments by Roger Casement [and an introduction by Clement Shorter]. (1922); ] Francis Stuart, Der Fall Casement. Das Leben Sir Roger Casements und der Verleumdungsfeldzug des Secret Service ... Deutsch von Dr. Ruth Weiland. (1940); H. Montgomery Hyde, Roger Casement : Famous trials [9th ser.); ed. James H. Hodge] (1964), With revisions and the addition of a short extract from the 1911 Casement diary]); William Joseph Marie Alois Maloney, The Forged Casement Diaries (1936) With plates, including a portrait]),and do. [new edn]; [Das geheimnisvolle Schiff] Kapitän Carl Spindler, Gun Running for Casement in the Easter Rebellion, 1916, trans. by Lieut. W. Montgomery [RNVR] and E. H. McGrath (1921), and Do. [new edn. The Phantom Ship, (1929); Denis Rollecton Gwynn, The Life and Death of Roger Casement (1930); [With plates, including portraits]; Herbert Owen Mackey, The Life and Times of Roger Casement. [With plates, including portraits] (1954); Martin Daly, Memories of the Dead ... Some impressions of Roger Casement, Eamunn Ceannt, [and others], &c. (1920); Kapitän Carl Spindler, The Mystery of the Casement Ship, &c. (1931'; another edn. 1965); Thomas Ashe, IRA Commandant, Oration delivered at Casement's Fort, 1917 [on the ideals of Sir Roger Casement] (1917); James McCarroll, Pages taken from the manuscript written by Roger Casement in the condemned cell at Pentonville Prison: [memoir] (1950); Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, Petition to the Prime Minister on behalf of Roger Casement (1916); Padraic Colum and Edward J. O'Brien, eds., Poems of the Irish revolutionary brotherhood [Thomas MacDonagh, P.H. Pearse [Padraic MacPiarais], Joseph Mary Plunkett, Sir Roger Casement]; Montgomery Hyde, Roger Casement (1964); René Marie Maccoll, Roger Casement (1965); Brian Inglis, Roger Casement (1973); René Marie Maccoll, Roger Casement: A new judgement. (1956), [With plates, including portraits]; H. W. Guenther-Franken [pseud], Roger Casement. Ein Leben für Irlands Freiheit. Von England verraten. (1940); Roger Sawyer, ed., Casement's diaries: 1910, the black and the white (1997); Roger Casement. [With a portrait] / [by] Parmiter, Geoffrey Vincent de Clifton ); Casement, Sir Roger David ); Grant, Frederick Dent (1936); Herbert Owen Mackey, Roger Casement: the Forged Diaries (1966); Louis G. Redmond Howard , Sir Roger Casement: a character sketch without prejudice (1916); Dr. Charles Emerson Curry, ed., Sir Roger Casement's Diaries. "His mission to Germany and the Findlay affair [Sir Mansfeldt de Cardonnel Findlay, GBE] (1922) [With plates, including portraits]; Karin Wolf, Sir Roger Casement und die deutsch-irischen Beziehungen (1972); Some poems of Roger Casement (London: Fisher Unwin Dublin: Talbot Press 1918) [Fearon Collection]; Mario Borsa, La Tragica impresa di Sir Roger Casement (1934) [With plates, including portraits]; George H. Knott, ed., Trial of Sir Roger Casement. [With plates, including a portrait] (1917). 

Ulster Libraries: Belfast Public Library holds Some Poems (1918). Ulster University Library (Morris Collection) holds The Life and Death of Roger Casement (1930). Belfast Linenhall Library holds Roger Sawyer, The Flawed Hero (1984).

Booksellers: Cathach Books (Cat. 1996-97) lists Some Poems (Dublin: Talbot 1918), rep. [Hibernia 19]. Passages Taken from the Manuscript written by Roger Casement in the condemned cell at Pentonville Prison (Dublin: priv. 1950), 7pp. Emerald Isle Books (Cat. No. 95), lists A Protestant Protest, 24 Oct. Ballymoney 1913 (Belfast: Carswell 1913), 54pp., speeches of 30 Oct.

Private collections: Library of Herbert Bell (Belfast) holds Sir Roger Casement Diaries Edited by Chris E. Curry [Munich] 1922. 

Notes
Anne Jephson, the mother of Roger Casement, was a Catholic and had her four children baptised Catholic in Wales when Roger was four years of age; there is a play about Casement by [David Buckan [?Blickon, ?Reckon]. 

Casement in Ulysses: ‘Well, says J. J., if they’re any worse than those Belgians in the Congo Free State they must be bad. Did you read that report by a man what’s this his name is? - Casement, says the Citizen. He’s an Irishman. - Yes, that’s the man, says J. J. Raping the owmen and girls and flogging the natives on the belly to squeeze all the red rubber they can out of them.’ [Bodley Edn., p.435.]

George Bernard Shaw’s several letters appealing for a commutation of Casement’s sentence, together with subsequent criticism of Dr. Maloney’s charge of forgery against the British Government (and particularly Lord Birkenhead) are reprinted The Matter with Ireland, ed. David Greene & Dan Laurence, Constable, 1962, pp.114-34..)

Obituary poems to Casement were written by Dora Sigerson, Richard Murphy, and Seán Hutton (‘Seachrán Ruairí’, in Seachrán Ruairí agus Dánta Eile (1986). 

Ireland's opportunity: Irish Review, in an unsigned article not long before the war broke out, Casement had prophesied that England’s difficulty would be Ireland’s opportunity. (Cited in Monk Gibbon, Inglorious Soldier, 1968, p. 15; see Paul Bew, ‘The Real Importance of Sir Roger Casement’, in History Ireland 2.2 (Summer 1994), pp.42-45.

‘Lonely Banna Strand’, a ballad, is collected in The Mount Callan Garland, songs from the repertoire of Tom Lenihan, ed., Tom Munnelly (Comhairle Bhéarloideas Éireann UCD 1995), 185pp. [with cassettes.]

John Francis O’Reilly of Kilkee, Co. Clare, was captured by the Germans while working at potato-picking in Guernsey when the island was invaded; persuaded 72 other Irishmen to join him in German munitions factory; caused serious havoc on the train en route; joined Hans Hartmann’s team of broadcasters to Ireland; volunteered to parachute into Ireland, and landed nr. Kilkee; quickly captured, but escaped; betrayed by his own father, an RIC sargeant who had been instrumental in the arrest of Casement; monies to the tune of £500 received by his father in reward later served O’Reilly to set up a hotel in Dublin after the war. (See David O’Donoghue, Hitler’s Irish Voices: German Radio’s Wartime Irish Service, Beyond the Pale 1998, and review notice in Irish Times, 6 June 1998.)
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Sir Travers Humphreys, A Book of Trials (London: Heinemann 1953), 243pp., incl. ‘High Treason II: The Case of Roger Casement’, pp.123-30 [makes ref. to George H. Knott, Notable British Trials [n.d.]); Casement knighted, 20 June 1911; refers also to Sinn Féin Rebellion, Dublin; considered the trial ‘eminently fair’ and the sentence inevitable once Casement had declared it his intention to ‘set Ireland free’; makes no mention of the notorious diaries].

Louis MacNeice writes of ‘[…] the fear / Bandied among the servants / That Casement would land at the pier / With a sword and a horde of rebels.’ (‘Western Landscape’; var. Autumn Journal, Canto XVI.)

Angus Mitchell, editor of The Amazon Journal of Roger Casement (1997), is the son of “Mad Mitch”, celebrated British serviceman in Aden and later Scottish MP. 

