56 Mount Prospect Park

Belfast

BT9 7BG

jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com 

2 March 2002

To Rights and Reproduction Officer 

National Gallery of Ireland

Merrion Square West

Dublin

Dear Marie McFeely

I would like to arrange to purchase a print of the portrait of Roger Casement by Sarah Purser and ask the price to so obtain. 

Please also advise what is involved and required by way of permissions etc to reproduce that image in a book which I am publishing on Casement. 

Yours sincerely

Jeff Dudgeon

56 Mount Prospect Park

Belfast

BT9 7BG

jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com 

9 March 2002

Dr W.F.C. Purser

Casa Sarah

Strand Road

Killiney

Co Dublin

Dear Dr Purser

I have been advised by Caitríona Roe of the National Gallery that you are the copyright owner of the Sarah Purser portrait of Roger Casement which is displayed there. As I would like to use an image of it in a book on Casement, which I am writing and publishing, I therefore ask if I might have permission from you to do so?

It, and the William Rothenstein portrait of the two Indian boys that Casement brought to London for a year in 1911, a print of which I have obtained from its present owner, are the only two colour items from the period and as such are especially effective.

The proposed book will be brought out under the Belfast Press imprint which is my own company. It involves a republication of the four black diaries, the authenticity controversy, important research into Casement’s family and background in Ulster (and beyond) and an account of his involvement in the Irish separatist movement, particularly in relation to the north, as well as a biographical account of his life. 

I have copyright permission from Mrs Elspeth Parry in relation to publishing Casement-originated writings. I spoke on my findings at the symposium on Casement organised by the Royal Irish Academy in Dublin in May 2000 and at that arranged by Goldsmiths College at the Public Record Office in Kew in December 2000.

My intention is to print some 1,500 copies in hardback pricing the book at about £25 sterling. Obviously marketing and distribution will have an important part to play in determining the level of sales. It is hoped that the book will be published in September.

I would be happy to advise you of any other aspects of this project that might need explained, and would obviously be willing to accede to whatever requirements you might make of me in relation to use of the portrait, which I can effect.

I have a vague memory of reading that there is a second version in existence and wonder if you can cast any light on that.

Yours sincerely

Jeffrey Dudgeon

56 Mount Prospect Park

Belfast

BT9 7BG

jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com 

22 March 2002

Dr W.F.C. Purser

Casa Sara

Strand Road

Killiney

Co Dublin

Dear Dr Purser,

Thank you for your swift response. I would like to go ahead with obtaining reproduction rights by paying the €300 royalty fee to you in favour of the History of European Painting Scholarship and Fund at Trinity College.

I would just ask that you could confirm that the enclosed payment can cover use of the Casement portrait on the dust jacket of my book and a possible further reproduction inside, and, or, use of the second version, or sketch as you called it, as well, should it prove appropriate and suitable.

Yours sincerely

Jeffrey Dudgeon

56 Mount Prospect Park

Belfast

BT9 7BG

23 April 2002

Dr Michael Purser

Casa Sara

Strand Road

Killiney

Co Dublin

Dear Dr Purser,

Thank you for your kind response confirming that on payment of the €300 fee I will have the right to reproduce either or both Sara Purser’s two portraits of Casement in my book, wherever I choose. I would like to go ahead with obtaining reproduction rights by paying that €300 royalty fee to you, in favour of the History of European Painting Scholarship and Fund at Trinity College. This time I enclose a cheque.

I was in Dublin last week and got to see the portrait, which is in Leinster House in the Senate. In fact it is in the Cathoirleach’s office and Shane Ross arranged with him for me to view it. It is somewhat darker and redder than its counterpart but I think (the light was low and the sun was in my eyes) a better picture. Anyway as you say, it is the finished version.

If you could receipt the royalty fee, perhaps repeating the above arrangement about what I can reproduce, I will then be able to process the matter further with the National Gallery by sending them a copy.

Many thanks

Jeffrey Dudgeon
