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Dear Editor,

It is ironic that those who think they are defending Roger Casement’s reputation, by arguing so fiercely that the Black Diaries were forged by the British, actually manage to mask the level of his significance in the Irish separatist and Republican movement.

In John Hunter’s otherwise fine article (18 October 2002) on Casement’s barrister, Serjeant Sullivan, who certainly had a vituperative hatred of Sinn Féin, there was one serious error of fact: the Black Diaries were not presented as evidence in Casement’s trial; not least as they would have been inadmissible. He was charged with high treason, not homosexuality. It is true to say that the other charge was contemplated in London and efforts were made, particularly in Norway, to gather evidence in that department. 

Oddly, his Belfast boyfriend, Millar Gordon, living in Myrtlefield Park, seems not to have been interviewed, even though he was tracked down by MI5. Millar’s identity was also uncovered by some of the forgery theorists in the 1950s but they too chose to leave that fact uninvestigated and hidden, presumably because his evidence might be contrary to their sanctimonious certainties. In defence of Sullivan, he did not take the case for the fee, which was adequate but not excessive. At the same time other Irish barristers, notably Tim Healy, an anti-gay figure, more sympathetic to Sinn Féin, declined the brief. 

Your other recent correspondents unfortunately rely on inadequate and older studies of Casement and thus become party to the restating of wildly inaccurate, if romantic, stories. The notion by Seosamh Mac Dathmhaoil (26 October) that the diaries were written by a Peruvian genocide, Armando Normand, might have been tenable before access to the five volumes was given in 1959 but after that date it is simply incredible. Normand, in 1910, had no reason, or knowledge of Casement’s career and relatives, to be writing in detail about the consul’s life in the Congo, London and Ballycastle in 1903. 

I write therefore to advise your readers of a book, authored by myself, coming out next month under the Belfast Press imprint. Entitled Roger Casement: The Black Diaries it comprises for the first time all the diaries, including that most torrid (and never-before published) of 1911 with sketches of the characters depicted, famous, infamous or fleeting. Although the book, which runs to 680 pages, is hinged around the diaries and the controversies they set in train, it is unique in that it deals extensively with those neglected areas of Casement’s life and career in particular, his Ballymena background and Co. Antrim family in Ballycastle. 

The other area covered, whose significance is rarely recognised, is Casement’s involvement in the key early days of separatist politics in Belfast (and especially his connections with F.J. Bigger of Ardrigh on the Antrim Road, and Denis McCullough who was, at the Easter Rising in 1916, President of the IRB, and thus of Ireland) as well as his crucial part in the creation of the Irish Volunteers (Oglaigh na hÉireann) and the commissioning and importation (twice) of arms for the IRA’s first formation.  I have also managed to track down and include a large number of previously unseen Belfast photographs from the 1904-14 period.

With the authenticity issue hopefully, and finally, determined by this book, I believe there will be a better chance that Casement’s other actions and achievements can be scrutinised and better assessed in future.

Yours sincerely

Jeffrey Dudgeon

