HOUSE OF LORDS HANSARD 

20 Apr 2009: Column WA367

Roger Casement: Review of Records

Question

Asked by Lord Laird

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will review the decision made in January 1999 to withhold 13 pages of documents on Roger Casement's Irish Brigade from file KV2/10 and to redact a name in file KV2/8 when they were passed to the National Archives at Kew. [HL2522]

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of Spithead): On examination of the file, KV2/10 it appears that there are no pages missing from 1921, the period covered by the file. A retention note at the front of the file states that 13 pages have been retained but it does not describe the pages. It is possible that these pages relate to a later assessment of whether the historic content of the file should be retained or released. The Security Service has no record of the 13 pages referred to and, in the circumstances, further review is not possible.

The Security Service has released its files on Roger Casement subject only to limited redactions which are still necessary on national security grounds; this includes redaction in file KV2/8

To MI5

jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com

5 September 2008

Dear Mr Denham,

Thank you for your letter of 3 September 2008.

However as you will see from my original letter it was exactly not a Freedom of Information application. 

Rather it was a request for review of a decision ten years ago on withholding and redacting certain Roger Casement papers, now in the National Archives KV series.

Would it be possible for those who deal with this matter in MI5 to look again at whether there is any necessity to hold back these items which are over 90 years old. And if not, when will a review happen?

I enclose a detail of my earlier Casement book for information.

Yours sincerely 

Jeffrey Dudgeon
19 August 2008

Dear MI5 Enquiries,

I received the reply below from the National Archives about an FOI request. This was in relation to a number of pages and a name retained by MI5 nearly ten years ago from the KV release in January 1999.

They all relate to Roger Casement about whom I have written a book published in 2002 (review details enclosed). I am currently working on a further publication dealing particularly with his time in Germany from 1914-1916 where Casement’s Irish Brigade figures prominently.

The items are:
From KV2/8 ‘Mrs Panter Downes; POW statements’; (name retained: perhaps Mrs Pope-Hennessy or Lady Margaret Jenkins née Norbury?) 

From KV2/10 ‘Irish Brigade, Wedel’, 13 pages. 

I recognise now that the Security Services are not subject to the Freedom of Information Act. However as these records are over 90 years old, I ask if they could now be released to the National Archives and myself. 

Given that the centenary of the Easter Rising is imminent, I believe it would be especially appropriate. Details of any other retained Casement-related documents retained would also be appreciated.

Yours sincerely 

Jeffrey Dudgeon
Subject: Call Update Report, Call Reference F0018025
From: foienquiry@nationalarchives.gov.uk
To: jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com
Date: Mon, 18 Aug 2008 16:16:09 +0100

Dear Jeffrey Dudgeon,
 
Thank you for your request about retained items in KV 2/8 and 10. If the pages/name are retained, then we do not hold this information and you need to contact the originating department. You should contact the Security Service, 

The Enquiries Desk
PO Box 3255
London  

SW1P 1AE
 
Good luck with your enquiry.
 
Yours sincerely
Vivienne Bales
Remote Services


