THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES TNA KEW - REDACTED FILES
KV2/8 Mrs Panter Downes; POW statements; (name retained: Mrs Pope-Hennessy or Lady Margaret Jenkins née Norbury??) 

KV2/10 Irish Brigade, Wedel (13 pages retained by MI5 but in fact not).
HL2522  

20 Apr 2009: Column WA367

Roger Casement: Review of Records

Question asked by Lord Laird

To ask Her Majesty's Government whether they will review the decision made in January 1999 to withhold 13 pages of documents on Roger Casement's Irish Brigade from file KV2/10 and to redact a name in file KV2/8 when they were passed to the National Archives at Kew. [HL2522]

The Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State, Home Office (Lord West of Spithead): On examination of the file, KV2/10 it appears that there are no pages missing from 1921, the period covered by the file. A retention note at the front of the file states that 13 pages have been retained but it does not describe the pages. It is possible that these pages relate to a later assessment of whether the historic content of the file should be retained or released. The Security Service has no record of the 13 pages referred to and, in the circumstances, further review is not possible. The Security Service has released its files on Roger Casement subject only to limited redactions which are still necessary on national security grounds; this includes redaction in file KV2/8. [one name retained]

Previous redactions (blanks) and withheld files in 1995 but released in 1998
HO/144/1636/311643/3A - Police reports of arrest & interrogation ca. 60 pages (8 blanks).

HO/144/1636/44 - Thomson: Casement a British agent? (one blank).

HO/144/1636/51 - Eva Gore Booth & Lord Bryce (one blank)

HO/144/1636/65 - July 1916; Michael Doyle letters - 19 pages rec'd, (whole file was withheld until 1998.)

HO/144/1637/139 - inc. Sawyer ref 20261 re motor bike: Copies of entries from the diaries and corroboration by official records; includes 1911 Special Branch diary typescript; (one blank being Millar Gordon letter by Frank Hall) - 106 sheets received.

HO/144/1637/182 - Agnes O'Farrelly letter/Frank Hall, (one blank) - 9 sheets received.

HO/144/1637/194A - 1919; Casement's letters to Count Wedel handed in by Bluchers re also Ponsonby Staples & McGoey, (one blank): Many pages received (lengthy).

HO/144/23425 - 1925 HO blocks S-G publication of material, (one blank). 
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