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Chapters

1. Introduction: posing as ‘Somdomites’


This chapter is a general essay looking at attitudes to sexuality and 
homosexuality in Ireland.

2. Sagas, saints and sinners


This chapter discusses: other writers’ references to homosexuality among the 
Celts; suggestive themes in Irish mythological literature; references in the oldest 
text in Irish history, St Patrick’s confession; as well as in other early medieval 
ecclesiastical texts.

3. Poets and princes in Gaelic Ireland

Evidence for homosexuality in secular Gaelic society throughout the early and later medieval periods, focussing particularly on the late 16th century Fermanagh poet, Eochaidh Ó hEoghusa and his associates and 
predecessors, suggesting some international anthropological comparisons.  

4. ‘English’ kings and laws

This chapter looks at some relevant aspects of the Anglo-Norman ‘invasion’ and discusses the impact in Ireland of the homosexual kings of England: Edward II, Richard II and James I, along with their ‘favourites’.  It also tells the story of the Knights Templars in Ireland.

5. The earl of Castlehaven’s sodomy

Lord Castlehaven was an Englishman with an Irish title and lots of Irish connections who was tried and found guilty of sodomy in the 1630s and executed.

6. The law of the land

The Castlehaven case may have led to the passing by the Irish parliament in 1634 of the first (and only) anti-sodomy law here.  One of its first victims was the Church of Ireland bishop of Waterford and Lismore, John Atherton. After a trial he was hanged in Dublin in 1640. The case also produced allegations against the then archbishop of Armagh, John Bramhall.

7. Prince William and his page


The story of William III (’of Orange’) and his relationship with William 
Bentinck (and their campaigning together in Ireland) is told as are the stories of 
a number of other Irish homosexuals of the 18th century. 

8. ‘It could happen to a bishop’! Again?

The story of Percy Jocelyn, bishop of Clogher, who was caught in 
flagrante delicto with a soldier in London in 1822. Also the related suicide of Lord Castlereagh. The association of Castlereagh and William Pitt (possibly homosexual) as architects of the union of Britain and Ireland.

9. Emigrants and deportees


Evidence for homosexuality among 19th century Irish emigrants and deportees, 
mainly in the US but also in Australia.

10. Priests and higher education

The story of the soon to be beatified and exhumed Cardinal John Henry Newman and Gerard Manley Hopkins, and their relationship with the founding of UCD. 

11. The Dublin Castle scandal


The hidden 19th century homosexual ‘scene’ in Dublin as revealed through the 
trials of a number of men in the mid 1880s.

12. The Labouchère amendment and the trials of Oscar Wilde

The Edward de Cobain story (East Belfast MP), and the three trials of Oscar Wilde and the Edward Carson cross-examination.

13. Some Victorian and Edwardian writers


Suggestive and diagnostic evidence about a number of Irish writers of the late 
19th and early 20th centuries.

14. ‘Three heraldic bachelors’ and the Irish crown jewels
The theft of the crown jewels from Dublin Castle in 1907 and the
homosexual group of characters involved including Shackleton’s brother.

15. Irishwomen who loved women


A review of the very limited specific evidence for Irish lesbianism, from early 
medieval times up to the early 20th century.  

16. The Celtic renaissance


The story of a number of almost certainly homosexual and very influential men 
who were leaders at the end of the 19th and early 20th centuries in the so-called 
Celtic renaissance: Hugh Lane, Edward Martyn, George Moore and less 
certainly George Russell or Æ. 

17. ‘Something sensational to read’: Roger Casement and his diaries

The story of Roger Casement, his homosexuality as evidenced by his diaries and 
the changing attitudes to his memory. 

18. ‘Irishmen and Irishwomen’


The stories of several probably or possibly homosexual men involved in the 
growth of Irish republicanism and the 1916 Rising: Francis Joseph Bigger, 
Patrick Pearse, Michael Collins(?). With a conclusion about the Irish 
associations of Lawrence of Arabia.

19. Sodom and Begorrah: gay life in a ‘Free State’

The story after partition and independence: the writers and artists; some homosexual ex-pats; social affairs and facilities; Micheál MacLiammóir and Hilton Edwards; first inklings of public recognition.

20. Gay liberation


Post-Stonewall developments north and south: the beginnings of organisation; 
social facilities; moves for and against law reform north and south; the Dudgeon 
and Norris cases; gay connections with the Troubles; growing public and official 
acceptance; legislation and victory in the north (1982) and south (1993). 
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