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159 Karl Goetz (1875-1950)

Execution of Sir Roger Casement Cast bronze medallion, 57mm Diameter The obverse depicting a soldier wrapping a rope around the shackled Casement’s neck with the border inscription reading, “Englands Tatendrang” (England’s desire to act) and signed with initials KG on left restraint cuff.

The Reverse depicting a spider spinning its web around Great Charter inscribed “English Gesetz vm. 1351” (English law of 1351), and surrounded by implements of torture. The date inscribed across the shield, “3. Aug. 1916” and the border inscription reading, “Eduard III tote Hand legt den Strang urns Ireland” (Edward the Third’s dead hand puts the rope around Ireland). * The law of 1351 under Edward III was used to convict Casement of treason 

€300-500 - sold for €480
505 New Light into “The Black Diaries”

[Casement (Roger) An important autograph letter signed with initials ‘G.’ from Gertrude Parry (Casement’s cousin and executor) to ‘Ide’ [McNeill] 28 February 1917, concerning papers belonging to Casement returned to her by Scotland Yard after his execution, 6pp., on her addressed stationary.

‘They have at least disgorged 8 trunks full of stuff chiefly concerned with the Putemayo - and in my examination of them, I have come across letters concerning the diary. These are written by an official concerning the offer made by R. himself to place the diary in their hands to supplement his evidence on the Putemayo question, then letters saying they have the diary and other letters referring to the use it has been to them. I knew they had got it from the Putemayo time - I was convinced all along in my own mind that was the origin of all these horrible stories ....These letters show without a doubt that his diary, sent to them by himself was in their hands in 1913 .... . and that it contained extracts useful to prove the terrible state of affairs he had witnessed. ... The diary has I have no doubt been doctored to make it fit in with the use they wished to make of it.... ‘also mentions plans to show these letters to Gn. D. (George Gavan Duffy, Casement’s lawyer). As a m/ss., w.a.f.

* A most important letter, probably the first statement of the argument advanced by those who believe Casement’s ‘Black Diary’ was a forgery.

N.B. Gertrude Parry, Casement’s cousin, was a close friend of Eva Gore Booth, and attended Roger in Pentonville Prison before his execution. (1)

€2000-3000 - sold for €1700
Now NLI MS 47,787-  “Autograph letter from 'G' (Gertrude Parry), Roger Casement's cousin and executor, to 'Ide' concerning papers belonging to Casement returned to her by Scotland Yard after his execution,  28 February, 1917.  4 pages.”
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506 Casement (Roger),

Executed for Treason, 1916. A very good autograph signed letter, 4pp. (single folded sheet), dated 27 June 1904, from Ballycastle, but on notepaper of British consulate, Congo Independent State, to Mrs. Fennell (wife of Belfast Architect and naturalist W.J. Fennell), concerning a paper on primary education by Mrs. Fennell (not present).

Í agree with every line of it - and I think your readers will be greatly indebted to you for putting so clearly and so eloquently and so powerfully, before them all the plain duty of the people of this country.’ Mentions he is leaving on Thursday morning, taking in the Feis on his way, with a good signature. With a copy of a paper on “Where the Masters Wrote,” by Wm. J. Fennell, and a few other relating items. As a m/ss., w.a.f. (1)

€1750-2250 not sold
507 ROGER CASEMENT [1864-1916]

A very good autograph signed letter to a Donegal schoolteacher [John O’Boyce], dated 8 April 1905, from a London address, 4 pp (single folded sheet), thanking him for sending ‘the paper with the account of the Irish case at Dunfanaghy. I hope all the carts in Tirconaill will now put the names in Gaelic’, and sending him ‘a fine Irish book’ [the first publication of ‘Séadna’, by An tAthair Peadar ó Laoghaire. ‘God bless you all in green Tirconaill - I hope and pray you will all fight and strive for the old tongue and never rest till you hear it coming back to hill and field and glen - fireside and Church too. It is the children we want to get it strong.’ 
With a good signature (somewhat faded). Tiny fragment torn from one corner, no loss.

With the copy of ‘Séadna’ sent by Casement, inscribed on free endpaper ‘do / a chara / Seaghan Ua Buaidhe / Roger Casement / Deireadh Fóghmhair [October/ 1904’, with marginal notes in several hands, worn and evidently much used (as Casement would have wished); and with a note from the recipient’s daughter.

The ‘Irish case at Dunfanaghy’ appears to be the case in which Patrick Pearse made his only legal appearance on appeal in the High Court, in support of a carter fined for having his name in Irish on his cart. Pearse’s appeal was unsuccessful - much to the disgust of Douglas Hyde, who thought it wiser not to challenge the issue in the courts.

Casement had a long-standing interest in the education of Gaeltacht children, both in Connemara and in Donegal.

Provenance: O’Boyce family of Co. Donegal, by descent.

€3000-5000 – not sold
508 Roger Casement - the Night before his Execution

Casement (Roger) 1864 - 1916. A copy of Aubrey de Vere’s “Inisfail, A Lyrical Chronicle of Ireland.” 8vo L. n.d. NEW EDN., orig. green cloth.

* Inscribed by Casement in Irish and English to Fr. Eamon Murnane, the priest who attended him in his prison cell on the night before his execution, with a transcription in Casement’s hand (on rear of title page) of four stanzas from his poem “In the Streets of Catania, Sicily 1900,” signed with initials R.C. dated 2 Augt. 1916, in Pentonville.

“All that was beautiful and just,

All that was pure and sad,

Went in one little moving plot of dust

The world called bad.

(one stanza forgotten)

Come like a highwayman and went

One who was bold and gay -

Left when his lighty-loving mood was spent

The heart to pay.

By-word of little Street and men

Narrower theirs the shame -

Tread thou the lava loving leaves, and then

Turn whence it came.

Etna all wonderful, whose heart

Glows as thine Throbbing glows,

Almond and Citron bloom quivering at start -

Ends in pure snows.

Laid in is a newspaper cutting of a letter by H. Montgomery Hyde outlining Casement’s religious background and the circumstances of his final conversion to Catholicism.

* A most moving and unique memento of Sir Roger Casement, British statesman, Irish patriot hanged at Pentonville at dawn on 3rd August, 1916, following his conviction for high treason in consequence of his Irish Volunteer activities. He lived for the Rose of England, and died for the Green of Ireland.

€5000-7000 – sold for €7,500
