FLORENCE FULTON PATTERSON (NEE HOBSON) 
(see PRONI Patterson papers ex Roger Sawyer below)
Sister of Bulmer Hobson; d. 1 November 1978. 

William Forbes Patterson was her husband (b. Londonderry) who predeceased her, possibly when they were living in London pre 1965. He was 12 years her junior. (No will in PRONI 1945-78). 
William Patterson must surely be this guy in http://canadiangreatwarproject.com/searches/soldierDetailPrint.asp?ID=105276 who looks like he came from Londonderry and was therefore an Ulsterman.

His father William Ross Patterson signed the Ulster Covenant - http://applications.proni.gov.uk/UlsterCovenant/image.aspx?image=M0018790004 

This must be the family in the 1901 census in Dacre Terrace. Aged nine (born about 1892), his father and mother are both school teachers. This was his father's second marriage. They don't feature in the 1911 census neither does the street.
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/pages/1901/Londonderry/No__3_Urban/Dacre_Terrace/1529490/ 
Details from Florence Patterson’s will in PRONI 
She died 1 November 1978.
Will probated in Belfast 7 February 1979.

Will dated 18 August 1964.
Widow of ‘Firenze’, 23 Ballymullan Road, Crawfordsburn. 

Executor and trustee Declan Bulmer Hobson (nephew), 14 Powis Court, Powis Square, London, quantity surveyor. 
Estate £44,210.

£1,000 to Miss Maria Warren of Firenze. £500 added by codicil “in gratitude for the kindness, care and affection she has given me” in 1970.
£3,000 debt to nephew Declan Hobson written off. 

Residue in equal shares in trust for above nephew Declan Hobson and niece Camilla Claire Mitchell.

Dictionary of Ulster Biography

First Irishwoman to become a licentiate of the Royal Institute of British Architects.

“Florence Fulton Hobson was born in Monasterevan, County Kildare in 1881. She had her mind set on becoming an architect, but at the turn of the century there were no women with architects' professional qualifications in Ireland, Wales or Scotland, though two women had been articled in England. Florence Hobson went to London where her proposal to become an architect met with 'if you were a little less good looking, you'd have a better chance'. She was eventually accepted by James Phillips, the leading Methodist Church architect. By 1893 she had passed two qualifying examinations held under the Royal Institute of British Architects. In 1905 she was appointed to assist the Royal Commission on the City of Belfast's Health and Housing, and spent the next fifteen years making a thorough report. She travelled to Germany and Switzerland to ascertain how these countries dealt with similar problems. She was a member of the Belfast Naturalists' Field Club and delivered a lecture on town planning at the library in Royal Avenue in 1913. She was Bulmer Hobson's sister and Ireland's first woman architect.”

FLORENCE HOBSON 
Architect, of Belfast. Florence Hobson, a Quaker, is believed to have been the first professional woman architect in Ireland. She was born on 11 February 1881 at Monasterevin, Co. Kildare, to Benjamin Hobson, grocer, and his wife, Mary Anne (née Bulmer). Her younger brother Bulmer Hobson was a well-known nationalist. By the time of his birth her father had moved to Belfast - he is described in the 1911 census as 'Commercial Agent' - where Florence attended the School of Art and was a pupil of James John PHILLIPS and his son James St John PHILLIPS from 1899 until 1903. She next went to London where, she worked briefly in the office of Edward Guy DAWBER and, from 1903-4, with James Glen Sivewright Gibson. She then returned to Ireland, where she joined the architectural staff of Belfast Corporation in 1905. As an assistant to the Royal Commission on Health and Housing, she visited Germany and Switzerland to study housing problems and initiatives in those countries. She published various newspaper articles, including two in The Queen and in 1913 gave a lecture on town planning to the Belfast Naturalists' Field Club, of which she was a member. She was still in Northern Ireland in 1926 but may later have worked in England. 


Florence Hobson retired in 1937. Eleven years later, in March 1948, she married William Forbes Patterson, a divorced author some twelve years her junior. The couple lived for a time in Crawfordsburn, Co. Down, but she is recorded as living in London by 1957 until at least 1965. (1) She had returned to Crawfordsburn by the time of her death on 1 November 1978, her husband having predeceased her.

RIBA: passed preliminary examination, June 1899; (2) elected licentiate, 20 March 1911,(3) having been proposed by J.G.S. Gibson, E.G. Dawber and ROBERT MAGILL YOUNG. 

Addresses: 6 Hopefield Avenue, Belfast, 1899(4)-1911;(4) Ballycultra, Holywood, Co. Down, 1911; Marino, Co. Down, 1911-1914; Aiteanuach, Crawfordsburn, Co. Down, 1923-1926; 11 Lawrence Road, Bow, London, E.3, 1957;(5) 14 Powis Court, Powis Square, London W.11, 1964-1965.(6)
FLORENCE PATTERSON CORRESPONDENCE IN PRONI
D4489 (1-12) [actually 1-13]
D4489 (1-12) Florence Patterson correspondence 
Dates: 1944-1974 Description: The Florence Patterson papers comprise 12 letters [13 listed], plus enclosures, from Florence Patterson to the historian and Casement biographer Roger Sawyer, dating 1972-1974. Florence Patterson was the sister of Bulmer Hobson, the Belfast-born Republican activist. She was part of a circle of middle class, mainly nationalist leaning northern Protestants interested in the Irish language and the Celtic Revival, which included Ada McNeill, Alice Milligan and Casement himself. The main interest in the letters is Florence's recollections of Casement, including his relationship with Ada McNeill, and her ability to identify people mentioned by him in various letters, particularly his final letters from gaol. She also gives some interesting insights into her own social circle. The papers also include a brief but highly entertaining exchange between Bulmer Hobson and St John Ervine, Craigavon's biographer, dating from 1944 
[D4489/13].

[I got from Roger Sawyer copies of his letter of 3 May 1972 (not in PRONI) and reply from Florence Patterson of 6 May 1972 (below). No Sawyer letters present in PRONI.] 
*1
6 May 1972 [copy obtained from RS – 4 sides] Letter from Mrs Florence Patterson, Crawfordsburn, Co Down to Dr Roger Sawyer who had requested information on her brother, the Republican activist and writer Bulmer Hobson, and Roger Casement. Mentions the researches of Professor B. L. Reid [author of The Lives of Roger Casement] and Ada McNeill, who she claims was the great love of Casement's life.
*2
25 May 1972. [copy obtained – 2 sides] Letter from Mrs Florence Patterson, Crawfordsburn, Co Down to Dr Roger Sawyer. Discusses Professor Reid's research and Gertrude Bannister's alleged relationship with Casement. 


*3
2 June 1972 [copy obtained - 4 sides] Letter from Mrs Florence Patterson, Crawfordsburn, Co Down to Dr Roger Sawyer. Discusses the career of her brother Bulmer Hobson, the McNeills of Cushendun and the writer Alice Milligan. 
*4
4 June 1972. [Only the 2-sided annotated, typed copy of Casement letter of 30 June 1916 obtained (with a 20 June date stroked out)] Letter from Mrs Florence Patterson, Crawfordsburn, Co Down to Dr Roger Sawyer enclosing a copy of Roger Casement's final letter to his cousins Gertrude and Elizabeth Bannister, along with Mrs Patterson's notes on various people mentioned in the letter. A typed copy of the Casement letter is attached. This was based on a handwritten copy made by John Irvine and is annotated by Mrs Patterson and Dr Sawyer. 
*5
17 June 1972 [copy obtained – 6 sides; Mrs Green letter is a typed copy of letter of 15 July 1916, the ‘small friend’ is probably ED Morel.] Letter from Mrs Florence Patterson, Crawfordsburn, Co Down to Dr Roger Sawyer commenting on John Irvine 'a minor Belfast poet', the writer St John Ervine 'a heavy lump', and the writer George Moore. Also attached are a copy of Casement's last letter to the historian Alice Stopford Green and further notes on people mentioned in Casement's final letter to the Bannisters, including Mrs Dryhurst, Robert Lynd, Margaret Dobbs and Charlotte Young.

*6
25 July 1972 [copy obtained – 1 side] Letter from Mrs Florence Patterson, Crawfordsburn, Co Down to Dr Roger Sawyer discussing the provenance of Casement's letter enclosed with D4489/4.

*7
6 August 1972. Letter from Mrs Florence Patterson, Crawfordsburn, Co Down to Dr Roger Sawyer promising to forward an unidentified letter. 
[not ‘promising’ but enclosing – nobody left who knew Casement.]

*8
15 August 1972. Letter from Mrs Florence Patterson, Crawfordsburn, Co Down to Dr Roger Sawyer promising to write a short character sketch [of Casement?].

*9
27 August 1972 [copy obtained – 4 sides] Letter from Mrs Florence Patterson, Crawfordsburn, Co Down to Dr Roger Sawyer enclosing a short 'character sketch' of Roger Casement, based on her memories of him. She also comments on the contemporary political situation in Northern Ireland. [Bottom of third side of letter cut off just as she was discussing Casement’s homosexuality]

*10
2 September 1972. Letter from Mrs Florence Patterson, Crawfordsburn, Co Down to Dr Roger Sawyer enclosing her notes on the McNeill family of Cushendun, particularly Ronald McNeill [later Lord Cushendun] and the poet Ada McNeill. [She owned all Cushendun ground rents, the Old Coastguard station, Cushendun House, Glenmore, Rockport and Glendun Lodge. Gertrude Parry started living there in 1916, first in Rockport which was previously let to the Higginsons (‘Moira O’Neill’). Later she took a cottage in Cushendun and afterwards “became a p.g.” in Cushendall “when she could no longer live alone.”]
*11
8 October 1972 [copy obtained – seven sides, three sides on grave inscriptions in Ballinderry churchyard, Hugh Casement died 1797 etc.] Letter from Mrs Florence Patterson, Crawfordsburn, Co Down to Dr Roger Sawyer enclosing some notes on the Casement family and a copy of a letter concerning Ada McNeill. Mrs Patterson also discusses her own career as one of the first women to qualify as an architect in the United Kingdom.
*12
15 December 1974. Letter from Mrs Florence Patterson, Crawfordsburn, Co Down to Dr Roger Sawyer mainly concerned with her health and current events in Northern Ireland. [Brian Inglis’s book had had good reviews but “nothing new to say” she remarked after a glance at Declan’s copy. B.L. Reid book not out yet - he apparently thought the Inglis book was “remarkably good”. UWC strike: “state of war...clock has been put back for 50 years or more…situation here pretty hopeless – the forces of extremism in command.” (Ironic coming from a revolutionary’s sister).]
*13
January 1944. [copy obtained – 3 sides; 4 letters, also a Florence Patterson note] Typescript copy correspondence between the dramatist and biographer St John Ervine and Bulmer Hobson. Ervine was seeking information on the Howth gun running (in which Hobson played a leading role) and on the family backgrounds of various prominent people. The exchange ends with Ervine opining that Hobson was 'the best argument in favour of strict birth control that I can think of' and Hobson suggesting that Ervine not bother about accuracy as 'it is not expected of you'.

