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An Irishwoman’s Diary

HAND kpitied  socks of  wool
home-spun in the Antrim Cilens:
picture how far and how happily
one could walk in these. Picture,
toa, the pleasures of sitting
down to griddle oot cake, potato
cake and =oda bread. These
were  things for which  prizes
were once offered at the Feis of
the Glens.

“More ascetic students compe-
ted in music. and in stories,
history and song in Insh. Some
competitions were  confined o
students of  Anrrim Irish.
Another wus  for  unpublished
songs, pravers, stories  and
accounts of old customs: if these
lest were kept in some attic, a
crock of gold awails some
student of Ulster [nsh.

Tomorrow  week (Febroary
25th) will be the Rth anniver-
sary of the founding of the feis,
The subscribers” list s like 2
Who's Who of the Protestant
gentry of the north-east.

The story is told in  the
Clerpomare of June, 1932, It as roe-
issued in the Glewsmuin volume
published by the Glens of
Antrim  Historical Socicty, The
writer, whose pen-name is
“Benmore,” saw the beginnings
of the Gaelic League in Belfast,
the class in rwoms in Queen
Strect under Mr O'Shea, Conun
Maol, T Po AMGiniev. Cthna
Carbery {then Miss Anpna
Johnston) and  Miss  Alice
Milliean.
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Michael Cusuck, founder of
the Gaelic Adhletic Associanion,
came north about 18593 1o
organise 2 Gaclic Day, Dublin
seat o Gaelic football team to
demonstrate  the pame in the
presence of some of the finest
athletes  in the  countrv, like
Kiely of Carrick-on-5uir. Co
Tipperary and Leahy of Charle-
ville, Cork. Then the ONeill
Crowley Gaelic Club was =sturted
in 1345, its mecting place being
in Donegall Street,

“Between 1845 and 194 the
late Francis Joseph Bigger, on
learning of the establishment of
Gaelic League branches in the
Cilens., made  wvisits to these
parts™, Benmore savs,

“He brought with him Trish
dancers, pipers and fiddlers and
made my home in Glenarm his
headquarters. Memores of those
wonderful nights remain with me
as never-to-be-forgotten events.™

Hurling Team

In 1) the first hurling team
was formed and the 5. O'Neill
Club  was presented by Nr
Bigger with a banner of pure
[rish linen. MNext, attention was
paid to the language, thosc in-
terested being Miss Dobbs, Miss
Ada M'Neill, Miss R, Young,
Mrs Annie M Gavock, Miss
Coghlan, Miss B. MacDonnell,
Miss Johnstone. F. 1. Bigger,
Roger Casement, John Clarke,
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Eoin MacNeil!

Stephen Clarke. Hugh Flatley.
Joseph Duffv, Denis Maguire,
Demis Black and B, O'Duonncll.

Discussion took place on the
feasibility of holding a  Glens
Feis and finally. at a meeting in
Cushendall on  February  2sth,
1904, it was resolved ta hold one
the following summer.

Eloquently, Bigger expliined.
the purpose of the meeting: the
stimulition of  Irish hinguage.
pastimes and literature, oot bor-
getting the propagation of rural
industries, these pims W be in
accordance with purely  national
sentiment irrespective of cliss or
creed.

Jung 3tth o was fived as the
duate und Miss Barbara
MeDonnell was, with one voice,
clected the first president. Miss
Ada M'Neill, Cushendun House,
was appointed  seeretary.  (Miss
U Neill’s brother was fater Lord
Cushendun.) .

“Subscriptions poured in. not-
ably from  the AMMost Rev DDr
Henry, Bishop of Down and
Connor; F. 1 Bigger, Roger
Cuasemient, Thomas  Cosement.
Dr 5t Clair Boyd, Thomas
Concannon, Sir . Dixon., Dr
Douglas Hyde, Colonel
deDonneil, Mr Ronald MNeill,
Sir Hugh Smiley, Mrs Silvertop,
Mr Francis Turnley, Lord
Macnaghten, The O'Meill, Lis-
bon, Lady O'Neill, Lady Miller

H b 3
B':!.!![?"}!igsggifns‘ia.ircd no CxXpense
to make the scene a brlliant
one. one that lives still in the
memorics of many., The splen-
did, wunselfish  enthosiusm  of
those davs in the Glens shines
down the years. There was no
strife, and no petty  criticisms;
everyone worked hard and well.

“June 3th broke to find an
unending stream  of  vehicles
coming ali roads to Cushendall.
The O'MNeill War Pipes, led by
O'Reilly from Armaogh, gave of
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their best, Trowos o oreat day,
Words, mere words, cdannot
describe how  voung  Dreland’
pulse bear, All creeds, all clisses
were there,

“The vast throng was got o
position.  with  pride ot place
given the Gaels of Glenarm fol-
lowed by Cushendall under the
banner of the Clan MacDonnell
MTQuillans, MM Adlisters,
M'Keowns, (Dogherivs anad
other septs representative of the
whole Glens made @ procession
extending for three miles on the
road to Glenariffe.™

Then, Miss MacDonncl took
the chair and 5ir Horace
Plunkett, who opened the fers
appealed for greater interest n
Iri=sh industries — the duty of
every lashman and  Irishwoman
— and noted pladly the proline

rowduction of the Glens, from

oat-building (o basket-making.
tov muadels and Doo-muking.

1) Competitions

“John McNell, the  famous
Professor of Gaelic, <poke on
the lappuaee., The competition
subjects lsted in the schodule
numbered 1100 and covered the
entire ficld of native industries,
vocal and  instromental  musie,
dancing. Irish history, ete, ¢l

“The bistorical  and  literary
subjects dealt with were: Scan
O Neill, Sorley Boy MMacDonnell
and Oisin. [hstorecal aovtes on
CGlens ruins and  monuments
wore encouraged,
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The Lete Rev Canon Duodley
Janns, the rector of Glenarm,
and Benmore contributed  to
these subjects, the former taking
first pluce. Benmore also contri-
buted a play, “The Fae of
Shaun O'Neill™, which was
afterwards  staped at Gleparm,
mecting with considerable
commendation.

The late Mr Joseph  Duffy,
Cushendall, contributed an
exhaustive compalation of Gaclic
place-names in the Glens,

“Another big feature was the
attendance of K. L. O'Mealy
with his famous Uillean  Pipes
and Mr M Curdy, the piper from
Rathlin, Al c'ulr'r'lin.;u-:(rj in the
hurling match hetween  the
Shauns, Glenarm, and the
Faughs, Carcy, on the beach ut
Hed Bay. when the latter were
victarious in carrying off the
shield,™

Dan Dempsey. still an active
Gael, referced. and the umpires
were the Rev Patrick  Magill,
Roger Casement and  Daniel
B Tagill,

“Thus was the Glen Fuis
estiblished™, Benmore  recalls.
=it left a memory tha, will never
be lorgotten and lit the Gaelic
flume  still burning  brightly in
Antrim’s storied Gleas™.

This yeur's Feis of the Gilens
will be held on July Ist next.
EILEEN (OO'BRIEN
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