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Casement recruiting of the Irish Brigade from Irish POWs


[image: image1.jpg]NCOs of Casements Irish Brigade in Zossen, Germany in 1915. From left: Cpl Peter Golden, Sgt Major
Keogh, Cpl O'Mahoney, Sgt Daniel Julien Bailey (alias Beverley), Interpreter Zerhussen, Cpl Kavanagh,
Cpl O'Callaghan, QMS H Quinlisk (MS18081)





A debrief with a RIR soldier gave “The head of the German Irish Brigade is Keogh, he is sergeant at the Zossen Camp. Quinlisk and O’Toole are the enlisting sergeants, Keogh and Quinlisk belonged to the Royal Irish Regt, O’Toole to the Irish Guards. Bailey, Greer and Scanlon of the Irish Rifles, O’Callaghan of the Munster Fusiliers are also in it.”
The Irish Brigade, raised by Casement from Irish Prisoners of War in Germany, is hard to research as none of those involved seemed to want to be linked to the Irish Brigade after the war. Neither the men nor their families, nor their regimental histories, nor the British Army nor the British or Irish governments, nor the Republican organisations. 

56 of the POWs joined the Irish Brigade out of around 3000 who passed through the camp. The WO161 series includes debriefing reports of prisoners. UCD have a series of papers from Casement in Germany covering the Irish Brigade. 

Casement had been in the United States when war broke out, and he travelled to Germany with support from various Irish-American groups. His negotiations with the German government resulted in an agreement for the Germans to supply arms and ammunition to Irish republicans, to support an independent Irish government, and to authorise the formation of an Irish Brigade in the German Army. This treaty was signed on 23 Dec 1914 by Casement and the German Foreign Office.This Irish Brigade was to be raised from Irish Prisoners of War in Germany. Casement set out to get his recruits from Irish regular soldiers captured in 1914 and 1915.

In a letter to Count Wedel, Casement states that he visited the Limburg camp on 6 Dec 1914, and this appears to have been his first visit. He went to see the priests who had been sent to minister to the prisoners. 1500 Irish prisoners, including Michael Keogh, arrived in Limburg on 17 Dec 1914 according to Keogh's notes. There were already earlier Irish arrivals from other camps, primarly Doebritz bei Berlin and Neustadt an Ashe. And Casement had apparently already visited the camp to try to recruit. Keogh was handed a note from Casement saying that he, Keogh, was to "proceed carefully" and on no account to enroll married men (as their allowances could be stopped by the British government, and their familes would have nothing to live on) 

Keogh records that they were housed in "fine" wooden huts at Limburg, with 50 men to the two rooms in each hut and "beds on wooden tressles and sufficient blankets". 

By early January 1915 Casement is citing 2200 Irish prisoners in Limburg. The Germans moved Irish POWs to Limburg Camp for the purpose of making them available for recruitment. But from the start there was resistance to Casement. The senior NCOs sent a message to the camp commandant stating that they wanted no special treatment as "in addition to being Irish Catholics, we have the honour to be British soldiers".
Casement visited the camp again in early 1915 and was poorly received by the men. There were calls like "how much are the Germans paying you?", and cheers for John Redmond. There is evidence that the camp was put on a starvation diet to try to force recruitment, conditions were certainly harsh as reported in debriefing of Irish POWs. Whilst it is difficult to know if their diet was worse than in other POW camps at that time, the British Military Intelligence believed that most of those joining did so in order to get better treatment, and even Casement admitted that few joined him out of patriotism. The British view was that “many of the 56 were young men frightened by the pressure put upon them or driven to compliance by hunger; many were men with questionable records, only a dozen or less could be classed as political malcontents."
20 March 1915 Casement requests that Quinlisk and Keogh from among the prisoners, should be sent to him secretly in Berlin. They appear to be his first recruits

6 April 1915, Casement writes to Count Wedel asking for some 66 named men to be removed from Limburg on the grounds that "they are Englishmen pure and simple, or wholly pro-English, and therefore hostile to the effort to form an Irish Brigade. Their removal will have a salutary affect, as they have been terrorising the well disposed among the Irish soldiers"
9 May 1915. A circular was distributed to Irish POWs in Limburg Camp which outlined comprehensive and generous terms to those volunteering to join the Irish Brigade

· good pay and conditions

· serve only under Irish officers

· If the Germans won the Germans would offer the Irish Home Rule. If the Germans lost they would be given £10 and jobs in America. 

In the spring of 1915 Joseph Plunkett, a friend of Casement and co-founder of the Irish Volunteers, visited Casement in Germany, and secured German agreement to supply arms to Ireland. Casement had correspondence with the German Count Wedel talks of plans to land arms in Ireland for the Easter Rising (20,000 rifles, 10 Machine Guns and 5m rounds but no German soldiers). 

There is also a report (WO 141/49) by the ‘Government Committee on the treatment by the enemy of British Prisoners of War” on the situation at Limburg-on-the-Lahn and the formation of the ‘Irish Brigade’. This Committee was chaired by Sir Robert Younger. Some of the main points are:- The original priest at the camp was a Father Crotty, a Dominican monk sent there by the Vatican, who was very popular with the men and exhorted them to ‘keep their oath’. In February 1915, he was replaced by Irish-American Father Nicholson who persuaded a number of men to join the Irish Brigade. A recruiting bureau was opened at No. 41 Barrack in the Russian Compound and in May 1915 men were marched there in groups to explain why they did not join the Brigade. NCO’s at Limburg had passed on to Britain a list of men who had joined the Irish Brigade, this list tied in substantially with a list of men moved from Limburg to Zossen

The declaration they had to make when joining the Irish Brigade was fairly absolute in renouncing the British:-
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formed in Germany, late prisoners of war but now
enrolled to fight for the freedom of our country
hereby declare:

That, as we entered upon this war as members of
the British army in the belief that we were fighting in
the cause of Liberty and justice, and thereby advancing
the causc of our Country, Ireland, to secure the rights
and liberties of her people; and as we have assured
ourselves and are now certain that in this belief we
were misled by those we had trusted and that today,
as always, the British State is the implacable enemy of
our Country and of all its national rights and liberties,
and, moreover, that in this war, which has been forced
on the world by England and her allies the cause of
national right, of justice and truth is the cause of the
Germanic nations :

Now, therefore, after full deliberation and with full
sense of our responsibility, we have taken the open
course of severing, by our own act, all connection with
the British State and army and of giving ourselves to
the service of our Country to fight for Irish Indepen-
dence.

<If it were in the power of any Irishman to bring
that result about to-morrow by honourable and brave
means, he would be indeed a coward and a traitor to
the traditions of his race did he not do so.r

The Imperial German Government has generously
undertaken to arm and equip us as soldiers of Ireland
to fight in her cause alone and under the flag of our
Country.

With the help of our countrymen in Ireland and
throughout the world, we hope cither to win the Inde-
pendence of our Country or to die fighting for the glory
of God and the honour of Ireland.





As well as the WO161 series there are also a number of documents in the Special Series (WO 141). The file WO 141/9 includes a summary of the evidence compiled by MI5 of the men and NCO’s reported to have joined the German/Irish Brigade. On 9th May 1916 the Assistant Financial Secretary wrote saying all payments from Army Funds for 6 men were to cease and no credit owing to them was to be paid. On 25th May 1916 the Prisoners of War Help Committee identified 12 men as having joined the Irish Brigade and wrote to the Care Committees of the relevant Regiments telling them not to send parcels for those men.

It suggests that the evidence is strong enough for pay, allowances etc be stopped for:-

· Private J Mahoney (9625) – Royal Dublin Fusiliers (the medal Card I found was for 9623, there was no MIC for 9625)
· Private H Burke (11438) - Royal Dublin Fusiliers 

· Private M O’Toole (3964) – Irish Guards 

· Cpl T Quinlisk (20358) – Royal Irish Regiment 

· Private M Keogh (10687) – Royal Irish Regiment 

· Private J Bailey (7843) – Royal Irish Rifles

In the case of the following they thought it a matter for consideration whether the evidence was sufficient:-

· Private Curry (11024) – Royal Dublin Fusiliers

· L/C Dowling (8243) – Connaught Rangers 

· Private P Keogh (10771) - Royal Irish Reg 

· Private J Greer (7708) – Royal Irish Rifles 

· Private R Scanlon (7576) - Royal Irish Rifles 

· Driver P Carr (47774) – 188 Battery, RFA 

Casements recruiting can be followed in surviving documents.

A Munster Private Patrick Cullen stated “In February 1915 I was with a number of men assembled before the “Irish Brigade recruiting hut” when two men (Bailey and Quinless), who had joined the Brigade passed by. We all shouted ‘Traitors!’ at them whereupon two German sentries rushed us and one of them hit me on the head with a revolver, and when I fell kicked me again on the head” 

Private T. Donohoe, 11282, Royal Dublin Fusiliers stated "Sir Roger Casement addressed a large number of men in a room; the room was packed; it held about sixty. He then sent three Irishmen, who had joined the brigade, who were dressed in German uniform, only green-coloured, to speak to the rest of the men. As a result of these two meetings 49 joined the German-Irish Brigade…"

From Private Joseph Mahoney In Feb 1915 Sir Roger Casement made us a speech asking us to join an Irish Brigade, that this was "our chance of striking a blow for our country". He was booed out of the camp and later returned, but did not speak to us again. We were then marched up to the Russian lines where our names and regiments were written down, out of about 800 to 900, 47 joined and were taken away. After that further efforts were made to induce us to join by cutting off our rations, the bread ration was cut in half for about 2 months. No others joined beyond the 47. In Nov 1915 they came again with 2 of the most intelligent of the 47 who were then sergeants - viz Bailey of the Royal Irish Rifles and O'Toole of the Irish Guards. No one else joined up to the time I left. 

Private T Higgins 9602 Royal Dublin Fusiliers " Sir Roger Casement visited the camp at the end of 1914 at beginning of 1915, and spoke to the prisoners, and said that he wanted the Irish to form an Irish Brigade to relieve Ireland. He distributed books dealing with the history of Ireland. He got "booed" out of the camp. Two or three days later two men (one named Quinlisk) joined. They were equipped with a uniform representing the Irish Brigade and attempted to recruit for the brigade among the prisoners. Informant reckons that about 55 from Limburg camp joined. Just before the informant left, a civilian whose name he thinks was Montague, came to the camp and the prisoners were marched up to him, and he asked them questions and asked them to join the Irish Brigade. Informant states that most of those who joined did so from hunger
Another POW stated A gentleman in civilian clothes (this must have been one of the American Embassy) came to Limburg about May, 1915. Two weeks beforehand—that is to say, before his visit—everything was brightened up. 
The book 'My Four Years in Germany', by US Ambassador James W. Gerard, offers the following insights from the ambassador. 

The Germans collected all the soldier prisoners of Irish nationality in one camp at Limburg not far from Frankfurt a. M. There efforts were made to induce them to join the German army. The men were well treated and were often visited by Sir Roger Casement who, working with the German authorities, tried to get these Irishmen to desert their flag and join the Germans. A few weaklings were persuaded by Sir Roger who finally discontinued his visits, after obtaining about thirty recruits, because the remaining Irishmen chased him out of the camp. 
I received information of the shooting of one prisoner, and although the camp authorities had told Dr. McCarthy that the investigation had been closed and the guard who did the shooting exonerated, nevertheless, when I visited the camp in order to investigate, I was told that I could not do so because the matter of the shooting was still under investigation. Nor was I allowed to speak to those prisoners who had been witnesses at the time of the shooting. I afterwards learned that another Irishman had been shot by a guard on the day before my visit, and the same obstacles to my investigation were drawn about this case. 
There is a later report in Hansard about this incident 

"On July 7 we learned, from a Report made by two members of the American Embassy at Berlin, that Patrick Moran, of the 2nd Connaught Rangers, was shot by the guard at a working camp near Limburg on May 28. The explanation given by the commandant of the camp is that Moran, when in a state of intoxication, attacked the guard and the burgermeister, and that the guard fired in self-defence. Moran was given a military funeral, and the matter reported to the Army Corps of the district. We have been given to understand that Moran's comrades were not allowed to attend the funeral, and that their request that his body should be buried with other men of his regiment who had died at this camp at Limburg was refused. On July 10 we were informed by the American Ambassador here that another British prisoner, William Devlin, of the Royal Munster Fusiliers, had also been shot at one of the Limburg working camps.
The American Ambassador at Berlin, Mr. Gerard, on hearing what had occurred, at once proceeded to the camp, although the General Commanding at Frankfort had warned him by telegraph not to come. Mr. Gerard demanded a thorough examination of the prisoners who were present at the shooting of Patrick Moran. Permission to talk to these prisoners was refused him, as it was stated that the matter was under investigation. Apparently the investigation was not started until Mr. Gerard took the matter up. The sentry was not even arrested until the visit of the members of the Embassy to Limburg, and it was ascertained that the sentry in question attended Moran's funeral. The shooting of the other man, Devlin, took place the day before Mr. Gerard, accompanied by Dr. McCarthy, another member of the American Embassy, visited Limburg—that is to say, on July 2. But neither the chief of the Staff from Frankfort, who met Mr. Gerard, nor the commandant of the camp, gave any information with regard to this particular occurrence; and up till July 7 Mr. Gerard had received no official information whatever on the subject. And it is important to note that, according to the information we have received, both of these men, Moran and Devlin, had refused to join Casement.
On July 13 the Foreign Office addressed a strong protest to the German Government against their action in endeavouring to place obstacles in the way of Mr. Gerard inquiring into the shooting of Moran, and in concealing the death of Devlin. We demanded an immediate inquiry, in the presence of a member of the United States Embassy at Berlin, into the shooting of the two prisoners and the punishment of those found guilty. We pointed out that the proceeding would be all the more infamous if it were found to be connected with the refusal of the men to join Casement, and we asked leave from the American Government to publish the correspondence. On July 20 we received a detailed report on the shooting of Moran, of which we had already received a summary. It appears that the German authorities refused to allow Mr. Gerard to talk to the witnesses except in the presence of a German officer. In thanking Mr. Gerard, we asked him to endeavour to obtain a modification of this restriction, but, if this proved impossible, to obtain the names of the witnesses in order that their evidence might be heard later.

The Irishmen did not bear confinement well, and at the time of my visit among them many of them were suffering from tuberculosis in the camp hospital. They seemed also peculiarly subject to mental breakdowns. Two devoted Catholic priests, Father Crotty and a Brother Warren from a religious house in Belgium, were doing wonderful work among these prisoners. ...
.... think that the Germans suspected that I had learned from fellow prisoners of the cruel and unnecessary shooting of two Irish prisoners at Limburg. It was not from prisoners, however, that I obtained this information, but from Germans who wrote to me. 
” With so few taking up the offer “ they (the Germans) determined to conclude the affair, the renegades were taken to Zossen as prisoners in July 1915.” The 56 men of the Irish Brigade are reported by Casement to be in Zossen on 15 July 1915 and "would soon be in barracks and uniform" Another letter to the German government on 8 Aug 1915 states that they are still not in barracks

One of the men wrote in an Independent article on 25 Feb 1920 ‘Fifty-six of us eventually joined up, and were marched down to the railway station one afternoon, dressed in khaki. We were led by one of our number playing the Irish pipes. The British, French and Russians prisoners of war, to the number of 3,000, were lined up outside the camp as we marched past. There was a strong guard of German troops, and the officers called the whole camp to attention and saluted us as we went by. At the railway station we were met by Quinlisk and a German staff officer. We entrained for a camp beyond Berlin, and were travelling all day and all night. Eventually we reached Zossen Camp, where there were Mahomedans and Cingalese prisoners of war. Each day we went out on route marches. Quinlisk and another returned after a few days to Limburg to try and secure more recruits.’
They were to be trained a machine gun groups, given the paucity of numbers. They were armed with 5 machine guns, 2 trench mortars, for drill purposes and rifle and bayonet for each man. They got up at 6.30am and began with PT. Target practice on the range was carried out under conditions as near as possible to trench conditions. Lectures on military subjects and sports to keep the men fit were all part of the days programme. 

The Official German report states that on 20 Aug 1915 the Commander of the Zossen Camp announced the arrival of 55 Irishmen, one with a broken leg. The party included 2 sgt-majors, 3 sergeants, 6 corporals and 44 privates. The report says that the Irishmen resented being herded together with oriental prisoners, and that much dissatisfaction and trouble ensued. The report also states that these Irishmen were no longer German prisoners, but would be furnished with Irish uniforms of hunters green, and treated as comrades. 

A letter from the German liaison officer, Capt H Boehm, to the General Staff on 24 Sept 1915 deals with complaints by Sgt Kehoe of the Irish Brigade. Boehm believes "The Irish are housed in a very good, very well furnished barrack ...food is good and plentiful...As a consequence of various transgressions it has been found necessary to tighten up on discipline...Sending them to work has been considered impractical because of the unreliability and lack of discipline of the men" And Casement visited the Zossen camp on 27 Sept 1915 and concluded that the men were "very well cared for .. but that they were unhappy and felt themselves useless ... they are without personal liberty at all"
25 Oct 1915, Colour-Sergeant Kehoe sent a letter to Casement in which he says "This morning Quinlisk, Dowling, Collins and Keogh were in Berlin standing trial for the affair of the Algerians money. I was present and the trial was public. They were tried as Irish Prisoners of War, and not having a Consul to plead for them, they were sentenced to a fortnight's imprisonment. Dr Lehmann, the prosecutor said that if we made the customary appeal to the Kaiser, they would perhaps suffer a money fine instead of imprisonment" Casement had a bad tempered exchange of letters with the Germans as a result of them being tried as "prisoners of war" and refused to appeal. A little later he agreed to an appeal, but at that point the matter disappears from his correspondence.

By the autumn of 1915 the Germans had all but abandoned any plans they might have had for a military invasion of Ireland. Casement and Monteith were instructed to "consider striking a blow at England... by joining the army for the invasion of Egypt and helping to free another small nation". When Casement and Monteith put this idea to the 56 members of the Irish Brigade on 3 Dec 1915, only 38 were willing to go along with the idea. The Germans reacted to this rebuff by deciding to again treat the Brigade as normal prisoners of war, which in turn caused 24 of the 38 to retract their offer to serve Germany in Egypt. 

At this point Casement fell ill to health problems and withdrew to a sanatorium in Southern Germany in December 1915. He was replaced as leader of the Irish Brigade by “Captain” Monteith . By now members of the Irish Brigade were in Zossen and whilst there “their exploits embraced the death of one member of the Brigade at the hand of a companion.” I have not been able to find out what this was. 

Monteith writes to Casement from Limburg on 2 Nov 1915 on a suggestion that Sgt Kehoe be sent to Limburg from Zossen to help with recruiting "Regarding Kehoe, I am rather in doubt in this matter, I have learned that there are other attraction in Limburg for the Sergeant Major beside recruiting, but he might be able to help things along... up to the present we have little to show for our work, I have interviewed 70 men, about 10 of whom I intend to see again.. the first 25 were inclined to be a bit rusty and insolent ..the men I saw today were of a far better frame of mind ... I think we stand to get 8 or 10 of them 
And on 27 Nov 1915, the German Foreign Office agreed to assign the command to Monteith
1 Jan 1916 The Irish Brigade football team played 203rd Brandenburger Regiment. There was a musical celebration afterwards, but heavy drinking led to fighting between the two groups. The result was that Keogh had to fire a revolver into the ceiling to calm the fight. The camp commandant confined the Irish and the Brandenburgers to barracks for two weeks as a result.

The men at Zossen refused to form an MG section in January 1916 (letters from Casement in WO 141/9 indicates this section would have been landed in Ireland for the Easter Rising) .

With the failure of the Easter Rising and the capture of Casement in Ireland, the Germans ran out of any remaining enthusiasm for the Irish Brigade affair. Two weeks after Casement's capture, the Irish Brigade lost their dozen machine guns and their 12 soldier/instructors from the Prussian Grenadier Guards were sent back to their unit at Spandau, Berlin. 

After Casement left for Ireland at Easter 1916, Keogh carried on running the Irish Brigade, but it was now marginalised by the Germans. Casement himself wrote just before he left for Ireland "I think the best thing to do could be to put them to some useful occupation here in Germany till the war is over, and then to send them to America where Father Nicholson is already doing what is possible to provide for their future there". Casement also drew up a list of the men and their skills, presumably to enable this plan of useful occupation to be put into effect.

The Irish Brigade were sent in July 1916 to a camp at Danzig Troyl. Keogh records in his memoirs that they moved to Danzig on 3 July 1916. There was a bill from the German military for 1000 marks for "barrack damages" when they left Zossen. By now Keogh's assessment of their quarters was that they were "a venerable rat burrow", with the wooden supports and floors gnawed through by the rats, and that was the main reason for the "barrack damages". There only remained 50 marks to pay for bedding deficiencies. 

There were numerous arguments with their German guards as to the terms of their imprisonment. Eventually it was agreed that the NCOs could wear sidearms, and the men belts when in uniform. Some of the Irish soldiers went out to work in farms or businesses in the surrounding area of Dirschau and other towns along the Baltic Sea. At this point the Irish Brigade dream had gone.

Whilst at Danzig many shared their rations with starving British prisoners and 12 petitioned to be reinstated as ordinary Prisoners of War. Basically the Irish Brigade, which only achieved 55 recruits at its peak, faded quietly from history, without anyone ever writing the epitaph. In fact Keogh says that he was responsible for 30 Irish POWs at this time. From July 1916 to the end of the war in November 1918, they appear to have had the lot of other British prisoners, working in German factories and farms, without any major incidents. Keogh glosses over the ignominy of this in his memoirs. 

On 8 October 1916 the British Foreign Office has informed the that the rule of discipline among the Irishman had broken down and that theft, burglary, drunkenness and non-compliance with service regulations has become the norm. The Irish Brigade was therefore divided and 25 transferred to another camp, the other 30 remained in Danzig-Troyl and were used for labour. While FO383/296 contains information regarding Casement and the Irish Brigade including the fact that that 30 men had been moved to Danzig-Troyl. Putting all the bits together one reaches the conclusion that 30 "hard core" men remained at Danzig. Keough and the two British Government papers point to 30 as being correct.

From Keogh's memoirs one can see that the following were at Zossen (not a complete list), but names he mentions

M Keogh, O'Toole, J. O'Callaghan, W. McGrath, Kavanagh, McGranaghan, Delamore, Donoghue, P.Keogh, P. McSweeney, Kennedy, Curry, Dowling (I think they must also have included Scanlan, J. Murphy, J. Carr, who all later appear in the Freikorps)

In November 1918 they were given false German names and passports and told to fend for themselves. It is difficult to be sure how many remained in Danzig, Keogh says about 40 left to go to Munich at this time Some went to Bavaria, some to the British Isles, 3 fought on the Government side in Munich in 1919 (this appears to have been Keogh, Jeremiah O'Callaghan and Patrick Sweeney) and 5 or 6 stayed in Germany. The rest chose to be repatriated to Ireland, and appear to have suffered not major problems with the British Army on their return. There is no evidence that any of them were arrested.

The Deputy Attorney General (B Child) wrote to the Secretary of State on 18/4/1919:- “I feel the public generally will find themselves unable to understand why no action has been taken with a view to bringing these men to trial. There have been 2 questions on the subject (one in each House). I suggest therefore that men who joined the Irish Brigade should be discharged forthwith for misconduct thus forfeiting their war gratuities and, if due for discharge, the 28 days furlough with pay and other advantages which are given to men who are demobilised. It is a sad (not to say ignominious as far as we are concerned) ending to a disgraceful incident. I expect you would possibly desire a friendly question put up on the matter after their discharges have been carried out.” 
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A number died in Germany, Holohan of natural causes 1915, P Carr died of natural causes 1918, Scanlan shot in German Revolution in Feb 1919, P Sweeney stabbed to death in German Revolution. Or violet deaths in Ireland soon after returning. Quinlisk shot by IRA in Feb 1920 and J O'Callaghan shot in Mallow Barracks in Aug 1922.

There are the two that "repatriated" themselves in German submarines Bailey and Dowling
And the ones that claim to have avoided repatriation by the British M. Keogh, Delamore, J O'Callaghan, Rahilly, Kavanagh, O'Toole
The others drifted back via the official repatriation system

1918 Dec 26 Lynch repatriated to UK

1919 Jan 6 Golden back in England 

1919 Jan 15 McCabe Returned to England

1919 Feb 16. Daly was repatriated and posted to depot

1919 Apr 16. Forde ceased to be a POW on this date and returned home

1919 June 1 McDonagh left Germany 

1919 Jul 25.J Murphy is released from arrest in Germany and ordered to report to regimental depot

1930 Aug. And a number were still serving in the British Army in August 1920 when new service numbers were issued. Barnacle, Brandon, Collins, M Keogh, Long, P McGrath, McGranaghan, M O'Callaghan, J O'Callaghan, 

According to a newspaper story, Quinlisk and 4 others from Casement's Irish Brigade were sent to Calais in April 1919. The tale of their journey came from an Private in the Royal Dublin Fusiliers who had been in the Irish Brigade. An order came through that they were to be released without prejudice, and they were taken back to England under the escort of a Scottish officer. Quinlisk and 3 of the others were immediately given leave, and went to Dublin. The writer was detained in England for 2 months - I suspect the writer was Burke.

The British Government seems to have a figure for 33 men repatriated by 10 May 1919, and that 6 of these were living in Ireland at that time. It appears the British Army would only discharge inder the grounds of misconduct, men who had accepted a release from POW camp by the Germans. And there the matter seems to have rested. One can follow the lives of some of the men after the war, but they were acting as individuals, rather than as a group.

There is reference to a Nat Archives of Ireland document written 22 Nov 1935

'Department of the Taoiseach' Copy letter to Mr Patrick Little, Dublin, from Agatha Bullitt Grabish, 22 November 1935, enclosing a list of members of the Irish Brigade. She states that it is hard for her to suggest who among them might be worthy of consideration under Father Nicholson's will. [Under the terms of this will those in the Irish Brigade who remained true to the cause of Irish independence and who had no further link with the British Army are entitled to benefit] ref cabinet .s 8817
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And they never got any pensions from the Irish Government
Recruits to Casement's Irish Brigade

In a letter to Count Wedel dated 11 Apr 1916, Sir Roger Casement gives a list of those who joined the Irish Brigade. In the end few were punished by the British Army. The list below is Casement's list plus a list done by Keogh, and then details found for various men from other sources. In many instances it is not possible to identify men, mainly because the details given are so sparse. In addition a number did use an alias, like Bailey using "Beverley", (and that only came to light as he went to Ireland in the submarine with Casement). Peter or David Golden appears to be an alias as there is no suitable MIC card for a man with that name. I have 56 men on this list, and I believe that is the correct figure.

Keogh's notes give 55 men - 2 Warrant Officers, 11 NCOs and 42 men (when one removes the non-POWs on his list. Also note that he omits Scanlon). Casements list has 55, but omits Carroll. I therefore believe that 56 is the correct number of POWs in the Irish Brigade

Keogh records that they came from the following provinces (I have adjusted is figures to remove the non-POWs)

    * 23 came from Leinster

    * 22 came from Munster

    * 4 came from Connaught

    * 5 came from Ulster

    * 2 came from Lancashire (both Manchester or both St. Helens on different Keogh accounts)

Of those known to have been in a regiment

    * 16 men from Royal Irish Regiment

    * 11 men from 2nd Connaught Rangers

    * 5 men from Royal Dublin Fusiliers

    * 4 men from Leinster Regiment

    * 3 men from Royal Irish Rifles

    * 2 men from Irish Guards

    * 2 men from South Lancashire Regiment

    * 1 man from Royal Munster Fusiliers

    * 1 man from Royal Inniskillings

    * 1 man South Irish Horse

    * 1 Somerset Light Infantry

    * 1 Bedfordshire Regiment

    * 1 South Staffordshires

    * 1 Royal Field Artillery

    * 5 unknown

The Deputy Attorney General (B Child) wrote to the Secretary of State on 18/4/1919:- “I feel the public generally will find themselves unable to understand why no action has been taken with a view to bringing these men to trial. There have been 2 questions on the subject (one in each House). I suggest therefore that men who joined the Irish Brigade should be discharged forthwith for misconduct thus forfeiting their war gratuities and, if due for discharge, the 28 days furlough with pay and other advantages which are given to men who are demobilised. It is a sad (not to say ignominious as far as we are concerned) ending to a disgraceful incident. I expect you would possibly desire a friendly question put up on the matter after their discharges have been carried out.”

Keogh=x

Casement=y

Rank

Name

Initials


Trade 
British Service No 
Regiment 


Notes

x y 
Sergeant Major 
Keogh 
M P 
Machinist 
10687 Private 
2nd Royal Irish Regiment 
 

x y 
M Sergeant 
Quinlisk 
T A 
Clerk 
10435 Cpl Timothy 
2nd Royal Irish Regiment 
 

x y 
Sergeant 
Dowling 
J P 
Carpenter 
8243 L/Cpl Joseph 
2nd Connaught Rangers 
 

x y 
Sergeant 
Bailey 
D J 
Painter 
7483 Pte Daniel J 
2nd Royal Irish Rifles 
in British records as Bailey

x y 
Sergeant 
O'Toole 
Michael 
Clerk (Accountant) 
3964 Private 
Irish Guards 
 

x y 
Corporal 
Delamore 
P 
Musician 
8988 L/Cpl H.P. 
1st Bedford Regt 
 

x y 
Corporal 
Kavanagh 
John 
Farrier 


509 Private

South Irish Horse


probable

x y 
Corporal 
McGranaghan 
J 
Labourer 
93128 Driver 
RFA 
 

x y 
Corporal 
Mahoney 
John 
Labourer 
9623 Private 
Royal Dublin Fusiliers 
 

x y 
L/Corporal 
Burke 
Henry 
Tailor 
11438 Private 
Royal Dublin Fusiliers 
medals forfeited

x y 
L/Corporal 
O'Callaghan 
Michael 
Hotel Boots 
10005 Private 
R. Munster Fusiliers 
 

x y 
L/Corporal 
Golden 
David 
Coal miner 
7196 Private 
1st Somerset LI 
 

x y 
L/Corporal 
McGrath 
William 
Labourer 
10674 Private 
Royal Irish Regt 
possible identity

x y 
Private 
Barnacle 
Ignatius 
Labourer 
10022 Private 
2nd Connaught Rangers 
 

x y 
  
Berry 
James 
Labourer 
6858 Private 
2nd Leinster Regt 
 

x y 
  
Brandon 
Thomas 
Labourer 
10554 Private 
Royal Inniskilling Fus 
 

x y 
  
Carr 
James 
Labourer 
Private 10063 
2 S Lancs Regt 
 

x y 
  
Carr 
Peter 
Fireman 
47774 Gunner 
RFA 
Died 15/9/1918, buried in Berlin SW

x - 
  
Carroll 
James 
  
7453 Private 
Royal Irish Regt 
 

x y 
  
Collins 
William 
Labourer 
9663 Private 
Connaught Rangers 
possible man

x y 
  
Curry 
John 
Painter 
11324 Private 
Royal Dublin Fusiliers 
medals forfeited

x y 
  
Daly 
John 
Farm Labourer 
10123 Private 
2nd Connaught Rangers 
 

x y 
  
Davis 
John 
Labourer 
3296 Private 
1st Leinster Regt 
sent letter from Zossen

x y 
  
Donoghue 
Thomas 
Glass maker 
10161 Private 
2 S. Lancs Regt 
 

x y 
  
Dowling 
Michael 
Blacksmith 
8117 Private 
2nd Royal Irish Regt 
 

x y 
  
Forde 
Peter 
Groom 
10664 Private 
2nd Connaught Rangers 
 

x y 
  
Fulford 
John 
Waiter 
8869 Private 
South Staffs Regt 
 

x y 
  
Greer 
John 
Railway Porter 
7708 Private 
2nd Royal Irish Rifles 
 

x y 
  
Harte 
Tom 
Labourer 
3690 Private 
Leinster Regt 
Probably

x y 
  
Holohan 
Patrick 
Engineers Steward 
9877 Private 
2nd Royal Irish Rgt 
Died in captivity in Mar 1916.

x y 
  
Kennedy 
James 
Labourer 
10698 Private James 
Royal Irish Regt 
possible identity

x y 
  
Keogh 
Patrick 
Labourer 
10771 Private P 
Royal Irish Reg 
 

x y 
  
Long 
J 
Builders Labourer 
10302 Private James 
2nd Connaught Rangers 
possible identity

x y 
  
Lynch 
  
Labourer 
  
Cheshire?? 
 

x y 
  
McCabe 
J 
Labourer 
1500 Pte James 
S Lancs Regt 
 

x y 
  
McCarthy 
  
Labourer 
10819 Pte Charles 
Royal Irish Regt 
probable identity

x y 
  
McDonagh 
J 
Saddler 
9869 Private Michael 
2nd Leinster 
 

x y 
  
McGrath 
P 
Horse Trainer 
6208 Private Patrick 
Royal Irish Regt 
probably identity

x y 
  
McGrath 
T 
Labourer 
10933 Pte Thomas 
Royal Irish Regt 
possible identity

x y 
  
McMahon 
  
Groom 
  
  
 

x y 
  
Mallon 
J 
Coal miner 
10598 Private John 
2nd Connaught Rangers 
possible identity

x y 
  
Meade 
M 
Labourer 
10271 Private Maurice 
Royal Irish Regt 
 

x y 
  
Murphy 
Patrick 
Labourer 
  
  
 

x y 
  
Murphy 
John 
Labourer 
7644 Private 
2nd Connaught Rangers 
 

x y 
  
O'Callaghan 
J 
Waiter 
10844 Private Jeremiah 
2nd Royal Irish Regt 
 

x y 
  
O'Neill 
Patrick 
Labourer 
8441 Private 
2nd Connaught Rangers 
 

x y 
  
Rahilly 
  
Clerk 
10714 Pte Cornelius 
Royal Irish Regt 
possible identity

x y 
  
Ryan 
  
Labourer 
7784 Michael 
2nd Connaught Rangers 
 

- y 
  
Scanlon 
  
Boilermaker 
7576 Private Robert 
2nd R Irish Rifles 
 

x y 
  
Sewell 
  
Carpenter 
3152 Pte Frederick 
Irish Guards 
Probable identity

x y 
  
Stacey 
Joseph 
Labourer 
7895 Pte Joseph 
Royal Dublin Fusiliers 
On MI5 files

x y 
  
Sweeney 
P 
Labourer 
6937 Pte Patrick 
2nd Connaught Rangers 
 

x y 
  
Sweeney 
J 
Gardener 
10357 Private John 
Royal Irish Regt 
 

x y 
  
Tracey 
  
Labourer 
  
  
 

x y 
  
Waters 
Patrick 
Labourer 
7582 Private Patrick 
Royal Irish Regt 
 

x y 
  
Wilson 
  
Labourer 
11350 Private Thomas Joseph 
Royal Dublin Fusiliers 
 

An extensive source of information at this NLI document

Casement's List can be compared with the British MI5 list available in WO141/9. But both lists often only give surnames, so 100% identification is sometimes difficult, but can be cross checked with Keogh's list. Another list was supplied via American Embassy as men having moved from Limburg to Zossen. However, a number of them can be proved to have died at Limburg and are buried at Niederzwehren Cemetery and therefore it suggests the ‘American list’ covered more than just men who had moved to Zossen and therefore more than just men of the Irish Brigade. These men are also in adjacent plots at Niederzwehren

These men are not on Casements list and it would appear that a bad bout of disease was rampant at Limburg at that time.

Connory – died at Limburg 19/5/1915. Possibly F Connory (8220), 2nd Bn Ryl Irish Regiment in III.J.15 at Niederzwehren.

Kane – died at Limburg 15/5/1915. Possibly W Keane (6709), 2nd Bn Ryl Irish Regiment in III.K.5 at Niederzwehren

Kenns – died at Limburg 17/5/1915. Possibly P Kerins (6169), 2nd Bn Ryl Irish Regiment in III.J.13 at Niederzwehren.

L/Cpl Murphy – died at Limburg 16/5/1915. Possibly L/Cpl DP Murphy, 2nd Bn Royal Munster Fusiliers in III.K.6 at Niederzwehren

Nolan – died at Limburg 24/5/1915. Possibly PWJ Nolan (4747), 2nd Ryl Irish Regiment in III.K.7 at Niederzwehren

There are 3 photographs of the Irish Brigade

    * A group photo with 28 men plus a German. I am attempting to identify these men

    * A group of 4 Irish machine gunners. They are named a Cpl Michael O’Callaghan, Privates T McGrath, McDonagh, Carroll

    * A group of 7 Irish NCOs with German interpreter. M. Keogh, Golden, Mahoney, Bailey, Kavanagh, M. O'Callaghan, Quinlisk

Irish Guards

On the 29th January 1919 a Captain Reynolds, on behalf of the Officer in charge Records, Irish Guards, provided a list of names of members of the regiment who had been taken prisoner up to the 25th December 1914. This was in connection with eligibility for Princess Mary's Christmas gift. The names and details of two men have been overtyped as if to remove them from the list however their details are still decipherable:

3?64 Gdsn M O'Toole Limburg

3152 Gdsn F Sewell Gefl?? Zossen

So it would appear that they were the only two from the Irish Guards to join Casement

Casement's Irish Brigade
[image: image6.png]OBITUARY

* CROTTY, 0.1
e, Jues T, Crolty, O, died
Jost Sandas S Johe of God's
Nuing Home, Gl Failor Crotty ves
e of the Dominican
0 vas receatly attached to e
iy of S Caterne's, Newy.”bora
5, where be”studied at S1.
e e O oo o
years in the Kan Clementa. Cullcge, Rome,
and became one of the most rotalle preachers

Durine the Great
1" g
where o et

he was try
from among
Lastsear, after
, Faileg Crotty
a lreakdown, awl bis death vas de (o
I contracted while returming from Eng:





