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Casement, probably to John Devoy

Berlin, Nov. 21. 1914.

Saturday

This the first declaration was issued yesterday, Friday, 20th Nov in the same official Nord Deutsche Allgemeine? (North German Gazette by Foreign Office - It had been carefully considered and every word weighed by the Imperial Chancellor, and I may add, probably by the emperor too. It is a clear categoric statement of German good will to Ireland and ends with a striking declaration that every Irishman must understand. It breaks new ground in Europe and clears the air. It is only the first step but it goes far.

It was sent over by wireless to Sayville, L.I. last night Friday the 20th Nov. for the German Ambassador in U.S.A. to issue officially and it has been sent out to every German Embassy and Legation. All the Berlin papers y'day, Friday afternoon, copied the declaration issued in the North German Gazette in the morning and many in very large type and with personal comment on Sir R.C.

all good.

The campaign now begins. The enemy who were aware on Oct. 30, that I was in Christiania are terribly alarmed. They did extraordinary things there. They have also even put the American

Ambassador here in Berlin on the track of Sir R.C.! It is very

amusing. Their first steps after they knew that Sir R.C. had got

safely through to Berlin was to notify the closing of the North

Sea (the entire sea) and the placing of a line of mines &c up the

island. All shipping from Denmark, Holland, Scandinavia, was to

be shepherded out by a special route guarded vigorously by John

Bull's "Freedom of the seas fleet"! Then they announced that all

mails to and from all the countries which might communicate with

Ireland via Holland, Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and

Italy would be opened in the United Kingdom and coming out and in

no letter to pass to and from any of these countries without

being opened. This was on the third day of my arrival in Berlin,

3rd Nov. They then started prosecutions in Ireland of the anti-enlisting press. 

Next they put the U.S. Government on my tracks here & the Ambassador 

has been asking where Sir R.C. is as he would like to meet him. 

Y'day they even sent to the German F.O. specially to ask if

they knew where I was. Sir R.C. is under an assumed name still

but now he will come out. Everything goes splendidly. I have

been to the front itself, and the headquarters in France, and my

talks there were very well rec'd. We have only to do our part. 

You in U.S.A. particularly, and these people will do all they

can. Ireland, Germany and Freedom of the Seas has been

translated here already and made a good impression. The argument

has gone home. Our friends in Norway, you know who I mean, are

being carefully gathered together and will be ministered in the

right way for the good of their souls and bodies. Two men of God

are on the way from a very holy spot at my instance. They arrive

soon here and I will they understand their business.

Some of the poor friends may soon be sent to the Poor Old

Woman herself with words of cheer (but no letters) to secure all

friends there.

Rest assured of this - the government is in hearty sympathy

and full of good will and will go very far on our road. They

will win the war! I feel convinced of it now. The whole people

is one man, proud, sure, brave, self reliant and out of this

cataclysm will come a stronger and better Germany and New Europe. 

The sea serpent may not be strangled this time but the New Europe

will have learned who its true and only enemy is and the process

of strangling the water snake will become the great task of the

New Europe. The argument of Ireland, Germany and the Freedom of

the Seas will become part of the text books of the history of the

next decades, and if we do not today attain our freedom rest

assured we shall with the will of a mightier Germany demanding

it. We may succeed today because I know now for sure that if

they defeat the sea serpent they will make that a condition of

peace. They see the good of it themselves too. But they may not

be able to get at the Sea Serpent today. They will beat France

and Russia - that is pretty certain.

They have no doubts! Not a shadow of a doubt, and when

France and Russia have had enough of it they will make peace. 

Then the sea serpent will be alone and it can do nothing without

its dear allies. So it will have to resign itself to a peace

wherein Germany will emerge stronger than ever and will get back

all she has lost and make the dear Allies pay the bill, too.

And this stronger Germany will know in every fibre of her

being who her enemy is - & she will never sleep nor rest until

she has fought the battle of the Freedom of the Seas, for that is

the great question of the New World coming so there is the

position. I have succeeded already with these people to a very

great extent and they are with us in heart and intent. It is

only a question of their ability to overthrow the Sea Serpent so

completely as to impose their conditions of peace. But whatever

happens we (the poor old woman) come out on top for we have made

a friend of the strongest people in Europe and have got their

government to declare already too - that their troops, if they

should reach our shores, come not as invaders but as the friend,

a government that desires only our National Prosperity and

National Freedom. Observe how the declaration ends on those two

words. I wrote the declaration and they agreed to it. The form

of issuing it is also for the good. It prevents the enemy saying

they have shot a bolt into the air. The reply to his charges

against them. I vouch for the charges moreover in the form too. 

The enemy will be puzzled how even to assail me. He will call me

fearful names, of course. Traitor will be the least. But really

it will not stick for I have so far only come to the fountainhead

to ask how far the enemy was speaking the truth when he charged

Germany with these evil intentions towards Ireland - And the

world will say he was not far wrong to ask the accused plump and

plain what he meant to do with the Old woman's property. And the

answer is clear, sincere and quite to the point. Now we have

thus cleared the air we must go steadily on. The Clergy must be

made to come out. When the next step is announced you know what

it will be. You must be well organised and have a widespread

propaganda on foot. I guess as I write the morning press in the

U.S.A. should have the Sayville message of last night giving the

Official declaration. I hope so. When the two men of God arrive

I'll wire, but if a god one could be got from the Old Woman

herself it would be best.

Now for personal reasons the journey over for reasons you

will learn later on cost me much more than expected, then too, I

had $215 stolen on board and had to give $100 bribe and owing to

the position I was in I could make no row about the theft

although the thief was practically known and owing to incidents

that a certain professor will tell of by word of mouth I had to

carry a passenger on with me to Berlin and keep him here. He

goes back tomorrow or today. I had to also take false railway

tickets I did not use and spend money in other ways to put the

enemy off the trail and altogether to spend a great deal more

than I liked. Life here in a big Berlin hotel is very dear

indeed. I am obliged to live like this for the present at any

rate. I must be in evidence and receive people in a proper room

and have an attaché of the F.O. specially told ??? attend on me

and assist me daily - and now that the declaration is out lots

of people will call on me so for a month longer I'll have to live

here and incur a heavy expenditure. Afterwards I hope when I

join the poor friends in the country on the other campaign things

may be cheaper for me.

Both the success of the mission depends largely on my

freedom from financial shortage. I have about $1400 still and am

making it go as far as I can. When it is done, however, I am

stranded. My actual expenditure is about 50 marks per day in the

Hotel. This I will reduce shortly but then there are many tips,

taxies, journeys too, and I have had to buy some clothes. I want

a fur coat badly. I got nearly frozen to death going to the

battle front in a motor car 200 miles at a highly rate of speed

through all the battered towns and valleys right up to the Big

man's headquarters. It was a wonderful journey. I got back only

y'day, very well pleased with the result and then out came the

declaration. If I run short of funds (at the end of the year,

say) I shall ask these people to advance me some against a note

of hand payable on your side of to the Ambassador. When a

certain officer's affair that the professor will tell you of is

made public (as it soon will be) you will understand much and you

will see the enormous gain to our cause throughout the world. 

This matter is their enemy has put himself into my hands and with

God's help we shall strike him a blow there that will resound

throughout the world. I think I have got him sure and the next

two weeks will settle it. You will hear a veritable romance. It

beats Sherlock Holmes and the latest developments since the

professor sailed carry it further on. I take action today in a

new plan and it promises well. Once the ??? is proved to the 

then I have it proclaimed throughout the world and you will see

the effect and tell all the friends the old man and the others

all over the land that this country, this people and their

government are our friends and that they must prove the

friendship of the Irish in America up to the hilt.

If the silly press of New York were here in Germany and saw

what I saw two days ago in Belgium and France they would turn

purple. Liege, for instance is full of life, streets crowded

with people, stores all open, the lights blazing brightly, the

Belgian gendarmes on duty in the street, the tram cars running

and the whole life of a big city going on normally so all through

Belgium where German law and order has established peace and

quiet. The German soldiers are the best behaved men in the

armies of the world. The whole thing is a marvel of precision,

obedience and voluntary sacrifice made by a great nation to

safeguard its life and very existence. There is only pity and

regret for Belgium and France in every German heart one hears it

on all sides. This whole people has wakened to a new life and

they hate only one power, and that is England for England they

will never again bear friendship. They know her now as the

snake-in-the-grass. They will make friends tomorrow with France. 

They will shake hands with Russia. They will do all they can to

restore Belgian property, but for England they have a scornful

loathing as for a noxious animal. They will neither forget nor

forgive even when the governments are at peace again and

Ambassadors again in each capital, the people here, 67,000,000 of

men will have only a longing in their hearts to have it out

straight and plain with the "good friend" who tried to stab them

in the back and in that day ours will come too. We have sealed a

compact really for all time, I think - Back me up with all your

might. Remember I am here and master of the situation. So far

as the enemy is concerned he is powerless to prevent me going on

now and I see the road clear and plain. Were these people as

strong at sea as they are by land, we should have an army of

100,000 of them going to assist the Old Woman next week and hoist

her flag. It is only the seas that stop it not their will they'd

love to do it, and have told me so. As it is they will give us

stove pipes galore etc etc if we can get them in.

Can you get about 6 good officers to come here? They may be

needed soon. Not to go to the Old Woman but to come here to me

and the poor friends. If so wire through the channel arranged. 

V.B. will do it

They should be good men, men the poor friends would like and

trust and ready to go anywhere with me.

I take command of the poor friends that is decided and the

friends here will give officers but I want our own people if

possible as our poor friends will be happier with them.

I have not seen the poor friends yet. They are still

scattered but are being got to one place where I shall visit them

in a few days. The declaration and other papers on the Old Woman

are being printed extra for distribution among them. Then the

men of God will be here and between us all I haven't the doubt

the poor friends for the sake of the Old Woman will agree to

follow me once the agreement will be announced too.

You must get the declaration into Ireland at all costs. It

has gone specially to Turkey and Egypt and we will try and get it

into India also but it is for Ireland first then for you in the

U.S.A. The next step will be a blow in the wind for Shawn Bwee! 

In consequence of the activity of the U.S.A. Ambassador here

I am sending back at the suggestion of our friends here the

passport etc of the cousin in New York.

He may be in trouble but he must stick to his guns. No one

in the world (save the authorities here) saw that passport,

except the passenger clerk of the Danish ship "Oscar II" at

Hoboken. He asked for it read it, and asked me if I were Mr. ? . 

I said "yep" - and took it back. From that day it was not shown

again, save to those people here who are ourselves in the matter. 

In Christiania the bearer of the passport registered at the hotel

of course as M.L. - and left Christiania for Copenhagen for the

"Hotel Bristol". He has never been seen again! He disappeared

forever on the shores of the Baltic! It was quite a differently

named 'American' arrived in Berlin on 31 Oct & was brought to the

hotel by an attaché of the Foreign Office & now in a few days the

American gentleman (who did not call on the Ambassador and had no

American papers of any kind) will go to the country & will not

return. The only person who will wire even came back to another

Hotel is Sir R.C. then when he is publicly known to be in Berlin,

crowds of correspondents &c will call on him (they are looking

for him everywhere now but he can't be found). The U.S.A.

Ambassador will also come or send. To these latter callers Sir

R.C. will be courtesy itself, but a stone wall as to how he

arrived from U.S.A. Mr. L.'s name will not be mentioned by him

and they can prove nothing. They can fume and fret as much as

they like and guess all they choose, but I guess Sir R.C. came to

Germany as himself and they and their dear friends in London must

find out as best they can, and of course the London friends know

quite well how he came. They knew on October 31, in Christiania

and since then they have been cabling like hell to Washington and

elsewhere but they can do nothing against Mr. L. whose papers

were thrown away, or lost or stolen. And as for Sir R., he came

here as he chose, and no Embassy in the world will find out from

him or the friends here how he came. Moreover, there are reasons

why the London criminals cannot take open action in Washington or

ask that any should be taken against M.L., as you will shortly

know I hope when our plans have worked. Their own action was too

dastardly and they will be very chary indeed how they proceed. 

They don't know that I know all their plot. They still think I

am in their trap and that their spy is with me whereas he is my

spy on them, and with God's help their devilish conspiracy will

be proved up to the hilt. So let Mr. L. stick to his guns - he

was in no way responsible for the "tall dark clean shaven man"

who landed at Christiania at 2 AM on October 29, and went to the

Grand Hotel - & disappeared from that for Copenhagen at 5.45 PM

on 30 Oct leaving his address as "Hotel Bristol". This letter

will go by a sure hand with the passports and letter of

introduction.

Now another thing

Two sham letters have been written by me, one addressed to Joe McG. at Phila., 

the other to an unknown Patrick, also in Phila to

be delivered through a certain R.C. Priest there. These letters

are part of my counter plot against the criminals in London. 

They will be sold to the blackguard in Christiania. He is to

copy them only and return them to my trusty man (he thinks is a

spy) to post to their destinations in the U.S.A. They only give

quite misleading stories to make his hair stand on end. If they

should arrive Joe and the good father (Rev. S. Coughlin) will

know they are a simple hoax against the enemy. Don't destroy

them but keep them as evidence for use later on. If my plan

succeeds they will get such an exposure before the world as will

put them to public shame and lead to a strange diplomatic

sanction without parallel in the annals of diplomacy. For their

crime is a most cowardly one and once I can prove it I guess the

hair of international diplomacy will fly - and Shawn Bwee will

turn bright yellow before the world.

The professor who went over from this on Saturday, 14 Nov.

had two letters from me. I hope to God they reach you safe, & he

too! I've been in awful fear of him and for those two letters

also they were to be posted in Rotterdam addressed to John Quinn

who to hand them to the addressees - one for Joe, one for the

Judge. I shall greatly desire to know they reached the parties

safely. The present very full account will only go by a sure

hand, not to be posted anywhere but to go to the Ambassador. 

Please wire (through him) if the two earlier letters arrived. I

shall not write again soon except special messenger to give

personally. Remember - Nothing on this side can be proved about

M.L's passport to identify whoever the tall man was who went by

that name on "Oscar II" and embarked on 15th Oct. - he has

completely disappeared and left no trace and at no part of his

journey save to the ships [co: clerk] agent at Hoboken was the

passport ever shown. No U.S.A. officer was even approached or

appealed to by him or any use made of it save the once. The

enemy in Christiania knew all about it & about him & who he was

but their own action was so extraordinarily evil that they dare

not push any investigation. They will try only through their

friends here at the U.S.A. Embassy to get something that may be

useful and they will fail utterly, and please God in two weeks or

so the whole of those infernal crimes will be published urbi et

orbi.

It should deal them a knockout blow.

My chief concern is for my sister at Ballycastle. Will Joe

please write to her under cover to Mrs. Henry Sanford, ????

Ranelagh Dublin to say that I am well or better still through

Mrs. Green & that letters from me cannot reach her. If possible

keep her supplied with money up to £30 quarterly after December. 

She has enough to that. Tell her not to be alarmed or fret & to

consult Mrs. Green always. When peace comes all financial

matters can be put straight if I live. 

I see the means of that, meantime I want her to be reassured

of my safety and her future too. Everything will turn out for

good. Tell her what is being done for the poor old woman will

not be lost. It will be a blow struck for all time, so she must

keep a stout, brave heart. Fear nothing and regret nothing,

trusting me to the full. She will be set by enemies and of

course shocking things of me will be said and probably a whole

bargeload of lies too. They will stick at nothing, remember.

The way they tried to destroy Parnell by a divorce scandal

when they failed to down him with the Piggott forgeries and how

they tried to murder so many earlier Irishmen. Well they are

just the same today. My only fears are for the two letters I

sent by professor also for the cablegram to Mr. L. from

Christiania on 29 Oct '14. I signed it "Cousin Jennie" as I had

to keep the name I registered at in the Hotel. The cablegram

company refused it without the surname so my man added that name. 

The enemy got this cablegram at once. (they had spies everywhere)

and tried to get the original in my handwriting but there was no

original for the man wrote it all out. They probably never sent

the cablegram on when it reached England. Anyhow the man who

sent it was a fraud and he ain't to be found anywhere, and Mr. L. is not responsible for the fraud.

[Maloney note: Copied by Joseph McG. from original of Sir R. Casement brought

from J. Devoy in N.Y. to J. McGarrity in Phila., by Kuno Meyer,

8th Jany 1915.]
