LETTER FROM JOHN YOUNG JUNIOR TO JOHN CASEMENT ON THE BOY ROGER’S SCHOOLING AND FUTURE (AND A RELATED PAIR OF LETTERS)
This letter from John Young jnr. (m. 1859 Elizabeth Mary Montgomery Dickey, d. 1889, of Liscoombe) to John Casement is handwritten on notepaper monogrammed with a decorated Y. From internal evidence it was written in 1878 being only marked ‘April 26th’. A copy for transcription was provided by Hugh Casement, the original being in Magherintemple. 

According to Griffith’s Valuation 1861-2, there was a John Young living in Wellington Street, Ballymena in the parish of Kirkinriola, while in the 1861 street directory there is a ‘John Young jnr’ living in Wellington Street. 
This John Young was not the same as Rt Hon John Young of Galgorm Castle, being one of his sons. John junior’s sister Maria married Captain Jack Casement in 1892.
The Belfast News Letter carries a report on 29 September 1879 of the pupils successful in the ‘Intermediate Education Examinations,’ one name being ‘Roger D. Casement’ of 5 Wellington Street in Ballymena.

The Rt. Hon. John Young of Galgorm Castle (1826-1915) was married secondly to Rose Miller, sister of John Casement’s second wife Charlotte Miller. John Casement (1825-1902) of Magherintemple was the boy Roger’s half great-uncle. 
There are two other letters in Magherintemple (see below) from Mrs Catherine Cosnahan Pottinger (daughter of Thomas Casement), of Lis-an-Iskea, Castleroe, Coleraine also addressed to John Casement. Mrs Pottinger separated from her husband in 1874.The first is dated 29 April 1878 when the boy was thirteen, and the second 1 August 1879. They are on the same subject of his schooling, behaviour, difficult character and future. 
Thomas Casement’s home was Ballee House, Ballymena and Catherine appears to have lived there again until around 1886 and also in Lis-an-Iskea, Castleroe, Coleraine in the period 1878-79. The boy may well have stayed at Ballee House when he first arrived in Ireland. He appears not to have become attached to Magherintemple in Ballycastle until later.
The boy Roger (b. 1864) was attending the Anglican Diocesan School in Ballymena (precursor of Ballymena Academy) as a boarder, and weekending with the Youngs at Galgorm Castle. His father had died in a hotel in Ballymena on 26 May 1877, his mother in Sussex on 27 October 1873.
Roger was in Southwark police court in London on 26 January 1876 aged 11 along with his brother Tom aged 13 (see Morning Post and Hampshire Advertiser) on a charge of stealing three books.
This letter reveals for the first time what happened to him from the time he arrived in Ireland, probably in 1876 until his schooling began. He was “kept” by Mrs. Pottinger for the first two years, “not having been at school for three years before” and commenced Latin in September 1877 when just thirteen, probably his first month at the Diocesan School, or possibly a year earlier
There are several mention of members of the Pottinger family in Casement’s diaries, for example in an entry on 14 June 1910 he wrote of calling on Edith (Edie) Pottinger in Portrush with his sister Nina.
Roger left the Diocesan school where he had been a pupil for at least three years in the summer of 1880 just before his 16th birthday and moved to Liverpool to the home of his mother’s sister Grace Bannister to start work. The plethora of Casement relatives who initially looked after him appear to have lost interest in financing any further education in Ireland.
[See also Jeff Dudgeon ‘Black Diaries’ book, and chapter 1, ‘Early Life’ in Séamas O Síocháin’s Casement biography.]
WELLINGTON STREET 
BALLYMENA
Dear Mr Casement


Thanks for your kind reply to my letter about your nephew Rodger, about his being kept another year at school – he wishes it himself & I think he is much to [sic] gentle & nice to rough it at sea, he is much more suited for an office or land life of some kind I think & would learn more this year at school then too again he is only fourteen years of age which is almost too young for any profession except sea & his not having been at school for three years before the two Mrs. Pottinger [Catherine, daughter of Thomas Casement of Ballee House, the boy’s great uncle] has kept him has made him rather backward, but Mr King gives a very good report of him & says he is getting on very well indeed & he thinks it is very unfortunate he has displeased Mrs Pottinger & that he really thinks it was not the boy’s intention or fault. I have just written to Miſs Casement [the boy’s sister Nina] to know what she wishes Rodger to do & if she would be willing he should stay another year at school also to know how much the interest of his money comes to that it would be added to by his friends to keep him, when I get her reply I shall write & let you know, & I shall wait until then to write to Mr Julius, [the boy’s half great uncle] Mrs Smyth [the boy’s half great aunt Elizabeth] & Miſs Coulson [Annie, daughter of the boy’s great aunt Catherine Coulson]. I think Rodger [sic] would like to go into the constabulary but I daresay that would be impossible as they are not taken until they are eighteen now I think. I think he is willing to do anything that would support him as a gentleman. He is very unwilling to be a burden on his sister.


Believe me to be



faithfully yours 



J &c &c Young
April 26th 
First of two Catherine Pottinger letters


Lis-an-Iskea



Castleroe




Coleraine



 April 29th 1878

My dear Uncle John –


I am very much puzzled about little Roger Casement and want your help in advising me if you will kindly give it – he seems not very strong and is growing rapidly, but at the same time appears to have such a foolish and undue estimate of himself as to his future position and present style of dress that it is needful not to encourage it by over carefulness or attention. Mr King tells me he is getting on well with Latin which he commenced with him in Septr last (he was then just thirteen rather late in commencing) in History & Geography he all does well but his arithmetic is not good and he appears to make little progress, and give little or no attention to it, so that if he does two exercises in an hour and a quarter, which is given to it three times a week, he thinks it wonderful (he has been at school before, he told me, so I do not think him ignorant of school studies or quite a stranger to application) Now as to his future I was thinking of the Constabulary, or a Bank Clerkship or in a mercantile house, I do not know the way to proceed for the Constabulary but suppose examinations are necessary, the qualifications I dont know – or the necessary expenses. I was also thinking of his going to Canada like Tommy Jebb,* who is doing well. Neither health or finances are suitable for a learned profession – & holds [?] no text but for the army, and being a “dashing young fellow like Grants heroes” I dont admire them, and it is absurd enough poor boy If he seems turning out well I would not object to give him a helping hand but his ideas are magnificent Could you give me any advice on the subject for which I would be grateful If it would not be too much to ask you to let him go to for a week or two in the summer vacation you could tell his character better If not inconvenient to you and Aunt Charlotte –


With much affecte love to you Aunt Charlotte, Roger Susie Brab & Jack



Believe me ever dear Uncle John your affecte niece




Catherine C. Pottinger

*Thomas Casement of Ballee House, Ballymena (brother of R.D.C.'s grandfather Hugh) was first married to Jane Maxwell whose sister was the wife of the Rev. Ross Jebb. Thomas and his second wife Dora adopted – or at least took under their wing – Tommy Jebb. After school he was sent to Quebec to work for cousins called Evans, later marrying one of their daughters. The Evans were relatives of John Casement’s first wife Charlotte Newcomen and also of the Pottingers. (Hugh Casement)

Second of two Catherine Pottinger letters 



Lis-an-Iskea



 Augt 1st 1879

My dear Uncle John


I cannot say about Roger David that I think it satisfactory that Nina should be his only guardian if he went to the Evans – as she might direct his doings there, and his leaving anytime. which if he went whether withdrawn or not they would expect the £30 annually until his coming of age – besides he & she could make themselves most disagreeable to the Evans when there was no power to interfere with them, thus I would not be inclined to do anything if you do not see your way to be guardian I know how reckless they are in money matters and not until they have “eaten their cake” do they think of the consequences, Uncle Robert will not assent he told me as much, early last month – and he thinks as the Johnny Youngs interfered and took him they ought to provide for him! Annie Coulson has much at present to do with her money and I know is very much “put to” to do all that is expected of her – She is paying many expenses she need not but still if she did not, no one else would do so – and I know she feels like Uncle Robert for I sounded her ideas on the subject – I do not think the boy would go, unless he is compelled. and if so – will he do any good? 


With affectionate love to you and all



Believe me ever your very affectionate neice

 


Catherine C. Pottinger

