FAMILY DESCENT of JOSEPH MILLAR GORDON 1890-1956

(Researched and compiled by Jeff Dudgeon for Casement biography)

John GORDON of Creevamoy, Racavan b. ca. 1661, d. 6 May 1738 was the father of Thomas E. GORDON of Carnstroan b. ca. 1706, d. 27 October 1787 m. Susan WILSON (d. 2 April 1767, aged 47) the parents of Joseph:

* Millar’s great-great grandparents

Joseph GORDON b. 1747 d. 20 October 1815 m. Mary MILLER of Buckna (b. ca. 1759 d. Ballymoney 20 April 1823, aged 64) watchmaker, journeyman to William Harpur of Antrim; Ballymoney business established 1777. Joseph’s brother was George Gordon, about whom F.J. Bigger wrote a romantic tale We’re Paddies Evermore. He was supposedly a member of the United Irishmen who had to fly the country, going to the United States where he kept a watchmakers at 66 Rynder Street, near Grand Street, New York.

* Millar’s great-grandparents
The only child of Joseph and Mary GORDON was James GORDON also a watchmaker in Ballymoney b. 1786 d. 15 January 1852 in Ballymoney aged 66 (or 64), m. 1st. 16 November 1819 Elizabeth DICK (b. Garry 1792 or 1793 d. Ballymoney 22 April 1822) mother of James’ only child, Joseph, m. 2nd. Mary MOORE (b. Dunluce 1787 or 1791, d. Ballymoney 22 February 1854, no issue): -

* Millar’s grandparents

Joseph GORDON b. 17 December 1821 d. 22 May 1891, third generation watchmaker, of Ballymoney where he was born and died; m. 10 November 1853 Mary SHARPE of Moyarget, Ballycastle (b. ca 1832 d. 1 March 1911), parents of seven sons and six daughters (six dying young): - 
1.  James Andrew b 25 July 1854, d. 27 April 1907 (father).

 2.  William Thomas (twin) b. 3 February 1856 d. 16 February 1856. 

 3.  William Sharpe, agent Belfast Bank, Portrush, from December 1901 

      in Coleraine, b. 20 February 1857 m. September 1890 Annie 

      MASTERSON: one son John Moore Sharpe b. Portrush 21 November

     1892 and one daughter, Eileen Mary b. Portrush 12 May 1896.

 4.  Joseph Miller b. 15 November 1858 d. 20 September 1881, age 22.

 5. John Sharpe (uncle, see below) b. 9 February 1863 fourth and last 

      generation watchmaker/jeweller, Ballymoney, d. 3 January 1927

       unmarried.

 6.  George Wilson b. 18 September 1865 d. 11 February 1869.

 7.  Robert Alexander b. 19 June 1874 d. 2 February 1921, Ulster Bank, 

      Strabane m. Kathleen McCUTCHEON (d. 26 October 1971 at 90) issue.

 8.  Jane Moore (twin) b. 3 February 1856 d. 19 May 1863.

 9.  Elizabeth Dick b. 21 October 1860 d. 2 November 1863.

10.  Mary Matilda b. 6 February 1862 m. 14 December 1887 William 

       MASTERSON: daughter Mary Gordon b. and d. 1869. 

11.  Janetta Elizabeth b. and d. 1867. 

12.  Annie Wilson   b. and d. 1869. 

13.  Florence Wilhelmina WOODS, provider of information to compiler 

      Philip Crossle, and residuary legatee of her brother John.

Millar’s maternal grandparents were Isaac Hunter (1819-1896) and Jane McCormick (1822-1912) and their children Ellen Millar Hunter (1855-1933) his mother see below, John McCormick Hunter (1857-1918) and Elizabeth Ann Hunter (1860-1916), and his great-grandfather Andrew Hunter (1770-1842).

The above details are derived from newspaper cuttings in the ‘Gordon’ scrapbook in the F.J. Bigger catalogued collection at Belfast Central Library, and from gravestones in Racavan Old Cemetery and in both Ballymoney Old and New Cemeteries. Some dates of birth and death, of Millar’s paternal great-grandparents differ as between the cuttings and the gravestones.

* Millar’s parents
The oldest of the thirteen children was James Andrew GORDON agent at Larne for the Belfast Bank, later titled manager, b. 25 July 1854, d. Larne 27 April 1907 (when son, Millar aged 16) m. 27 September 1888 Ellen Millar HUNTER (b. 1855) daughter of Isaac HUNTER (1819-1896) and Jane McCORMICK (1822-1912) maternal grandparents, of Corstown, Portrush (d. in Dublin, 26 September 1933 aged 77 or 78), resided at ‘Carnstroan’ 7 Myrtlefield Park, Belfast from about 1911 to 1919, and in Dublin from 1920.

* Millar
James and Ellen’s only child was Joseph Millar  GORDON b. Larne 23 June 1890 d. Greystones 14 August 1956 aged 66, m. 22 April 1925 aged 34, Mary Helen MARTIN (then aged 19). Millar and Mary Gordon had two sons; James Herbert GORDON b. 1928 and David Millar GORDON.
WILL OF JOHN SHARPE GORDON (uncle d. 1927), jeweller of Main Street Ballymoney, dated 12 January 1925; handwritten. Executor Wallace McClure, merchant. Probated in Belfast 11 April 1927. Estate £1846.15.7.

John Gordon died with neither widow nor children on 3 January 1927 aged 63.

Bequests were made to: Mary Matilda Masterson (sister) - £1000;

Florence Woods (sister) - £1000 and the residue;

William S Gordon (brother) - £500 and his daughter Eileen, £100;

The children of Robert Gordon (brother) - £1000: These children may have been Frances Mary, wife of Capt. Charles B. Baillie d. 29 January 1952 aged 39, and William John Gordon d. 17 December 1977 aged 63, m. Margaret Elizabeth (d. 7 February 1974, aged 60) – details from Ballymoney New Cemetery gravestone inscriptions.

Millar Gordon was left nothing. 
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