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Biographical Sketch

Harford Montgomery Hyde was born in Belfast, Ireland, in 1907. His parents were James Johnstone Hyde, a linen merchant, and Isobel G. Montgomery, a distant cousin of Henry James. Hyde attended Sedbergh School at Queen's University, Belfast, Magdalen College, and Oxford where he read history and law. He began his practice of law as a barrister in London and on the North-Eastern Circuit in 1934. He and his wife Dorothy, a member of the World War II Fire Service, were married in April 1939. Later that year, Hyde joined the British Army Intelligence Corps. He became a Lieutenant-Colonel in the service and traveled to many countries including America, Denmark, Finland, France, Italy, Sweden, and Russia. 

Beginning in 1947, Hyde spent two years as the legal advisor for the British Lion Film Corp. He served as a member of Parliament from the Belfast North Division in the House of Commons from 1950-59. He played a prominent role in the fight to abolish the death penalty for murder and became involved in efforts to bring about legal and social reform in the areas of censorship, pornography, and civil rights for homosexuals. Hyde also acted as a United Kingdom delegate for the Council of Europe Consultative Assembly in Strasbourg, France, from 1952-55. From 1959 to 1961 he was a professor of history and political science at Punjab University, Lahore, Pakistan. 

The Rise of Castlereagh, Hyde's first published work, appeared in 1933. He published more than 40 books on various topics, including several volumes in the Notable Trial Series. As a scholar of trends in criminal law and social history, he focused particularly on pornography and scandal and wrote numerous works on Oscar Wilde, Alfred Douglas, Henry James, Roger Casement, and Judge Jefferys. Some of his titles include: Air Defense and the Civil Population (1937), Mexican Empire (1946), Privacy and the Press (1947), The Trial of Oscar Wilde (1948), The Trial of Craig and Bentley (1954), Trial of Sir Roger Casement (1960), Oscar Wilde: The Aftermath (1963), A History of Pornography(1964), Henry James at Home (1969), The Love that Dared Not Speak Its Name (1970), Oscar Wilde: A Biography (1975), Crime Has Its Heroes (1976), The Annotated Oscar Wilde (1982), and Secret Intelligence Agent (1982), an autobiographical account of Hyde's activities during World War II. Hyde died in the summer of 1989, just after completing the introduction to his final work, The Lady Chatterley's Lover Trial, published in 1990. 

Scope and Contents

The H. Montgomery Hyde collection is arranged in five series: Series I. Correspondence, 1935-71 (1 box); Series II. Trial of Roger Casement, 1910-74 (1 box); Series III. A History of Pornography, 1963-1964 (.5 box); Series IV. Oscar Wilde, 1946-1967 (2.5 boxes); and Series V. Henry James, 1897-1970 (bulk 1954-1970) (1.5 boxes). The social and legal issues raised during the trials of Roger Casement and Oscar Wilde form the nucleus of Hyde's research, literary output, and advocacy, culminating in 1967 with the adoption of the recommendations of the Wolfenden Committee and the eventual rise of the modern gay rights movement in England. 

The Correspondence series, 1935-1971, is arranged chronologically with carbon copies of Hyde's outgoing letters occasionally interfiled with the incoming letters. Hyde's correspondence pertains primarily to his research for, and the publication of two works, Trial of Sir Roger Casement (1960) and A History of Pornography (1964). While the majority of the correspondence in the collection focuses on the editorial and publishing process, several letters, including those from Michael Francis Doyle (Casement's American counsel), Letitia Denny Fairfield, Gerald Hamilton, Frank MacDermot, Herbert O. Mackey, and Alfred Noyes, seek additional detailed information about Casement and efforts to return Casement's remains to Ireland. Other significant correspondents include Neville Braybrook, James H. Hodge, J. W. Lambert, Allen Lane, Harold Macmillan, and Leonard Russell. Correspondents in this series are listed in the Index of Correspondence at the end of this guide. 

Series II pertains to Hyde's work on Roger Casement, an Irishman who worked for the British Consulate Service and was hung after being convicted of treason in 1916. Much of the controversy regarding Casement centered around the authenticity of his diaries, which contain many homoerotic passages describing explicit sexual encounters between Casement and other men. A draft of the Trial of Sir Roger Casement is incomplete, however numerous articles and research notes are present, including information from the National Library of Ireland pertaining to the Asquith papers, litigation reports from Scotland Yard (1916), a typed transcript of Casement's 1910 diary, and a draft of the text of Casement's trial. Also found here are reproductions of Casement's legal papers and poetry. Other items present include Hyde's B.B.C. radio script, 1961, and several folders of clippings, 1957 to 1971. Correspondence found here concerns criticisms of Hyde's work on Casement, the return of Casement's remains to Ireland, and authentication of Casement's authorship of the Black Diaries. 

Series III contains material for A History of Pornography (1964) including an annotated and corrected typescript. A 1974 note on the title page suggests that this is the only remaining typescript. Also present are two attorney reports and correspondence (including Hyde's responses) discussing the legal ramifications of certain possibly obscene passages in A History of Pornography. 

The Oscar Wilde series contains page proofs of The Trials of Oscar Wilde as well as draft front and end matter. Also present are a few essays about Wilde written by Hyde at different times. A number of legal documents concern a disagreement between Warwick Film Productions, Hyde, 20th Century Fox, and others. The bulk of material in this series is correspondence generated by Hyde while researching Wilde. Generally the letters are to Hyde, however quite a number of Hyde's carbon copies are interfiled. Correspondents of note include Vyvyan Holland, Muriel Sherard, and Francis Queensberry. All correspondents in this series are listed in the Index of Correspondence at the end of this guide. 

Series V is made up materials collected by Hyde while researching his book Henry James at Home and correspondence generated by its publication. Of particular note is the correspondence between Hyde, Leon Edel, John Cullen, J. Alan White, and the members of the Waterlow family regarding certain accusations of plagiarism lodged by Edel against Hyde. All correspondents in this series are listed in the Index of Correspondence at the end of this guide. A large number of photocopies of James' letters to Alvin Coburn and Violet Hunt are present which may not be reproduced without the permission of the owning libraries. 

Other materials associated with Hyde include his book collection on the history of pornography, which also includes books on sexuality and obscenity. Other materials may be found in the following manuscript collections at the Ransom Center: 

Carter, J. 

Croft-Cooke, Rupert 

Gogarty, Oliver St. John 

Hamilton, G. 

Hopkins, Kenneth 

Mackenzie, Compton, Sir 

Wilde, Oscar



[Casement material is in Series 1 and 2 and boxes 1 and 2]

Folder List

Box
Folder
Description

Series I. Correspondence, 1935-1971

1
1
1956-1957


2
1958-1959 June


3
1959 July-1964


4
1965-1971, nd


5
Correspondence and other material removed from



Hyde's book collection, 1935-61, nd

Series II. Trial of Roger Casement (1960), 1910-1971


6
Casement diary, 1910 (typed transcript)


7
Interrogation of Roger Casement at Scotland



Yard, April 1916 (copy)


8
Roger Casement, verdict of the court and



articles (1950, nd)

2
1*
Notes from the National Library of Ireland (*portion



removed to oversize folder 1)


2
Typescripts, correspondence, and newspaper clippings, 1960-65


3
Original B.B.C. typescript, 1961


4
Typescript, "Preface: The Trial of Sir Roger Casement"



Clippings, 1956-1971


5
Articles by Hyde, 1956-1967


6-7
Casement, Roger, 1957-1960, nd


8
Criticism, 1960-1971


9
Letters to the Editor, 1956-1968


10
Return of Casement's remains to Ireland,



1958-1965, nd
Series III. A History of Pornography (1964), 1963-1964 

3
1-2
Typescript with annotations


3
Reproductions of attorney reports and correspondence, 1963

Series IV. Oscar Wilde, 1946-1967



Works


4
A-Z; Unidentified



THE TRIALS OF OSCAR WILDE,


*
Page proofs on uncut galley sheets, 9 sheets, 1962



(*removed to galley folder)


5
Front matter and appendix, typescripts with author



revisions



Legal Documents


6

Contracts, depositions, and judgment in case between




Warwick Film Productions, Ltd., 20th Century




Fox and others, 1960-67


*

Minutes of agreement with William Hodge & Co.,




photocopy, 1960 (*removed to oversize




folder)


*

Minutes of agreement with Hyde, two drafts, 1960




(*removed to oversize folder 3)



Correspondence


7

A-H


8

British Broadcasting Corporation


9-10

Corporate Entities

4
1

Gregory, Rowcliffe, & Co.


2

Hall Brydon, Solicitor


3

International Literary Management


4

Elles, Reeve, & Co.


5

Guillot de Saix, Leon


6

Holland, Vyvyan


7

I-Z


8

Lethbridge, Henry J.


9

Methuen & Co.


10

Mills, James


11

Penguin Books


12-13

People interested in Wilde

5
1

People interested in Wilde (cont.)


2

Queensberry, Francis


3

Renaud de St. Georges, Anne-Marie


4

Rupert-Hart Davis, Ltd.


5

Secker, Martin


6

Sherard, A. Muriel


7

Trinity College, Dublin


8

University of California, Los Angeles


9

Wilkinson, Louis


10-11

William Hodge and Co.

Series V. Henry James, 1897-1970 (bulk 1954-1970)

Index of Correspondents

Names in bold appear in the RLIN record [. 

Ayris, J. L.--1.3 

Barbara, Elizabeth M.--5.16 

Barker, Nicolas J.--5.16 

Barratt, Molly (Penguin Books Ltd.)--2.1 

Barton, John M. T. (John Mackintosh Tilney), 1898- --1.3 

Baulke, James--1.3 

Beerbohm, Max, Sir, 1872-1956--3.7 

Birkenhead, Frederick Edwin Smith, Earl of, 1872-1930--1.2 

Blake, Robert--1.1 

Bodleian Library, Oxford--1.8 

Bolloten, Michael--5.16 

Bolsover, L. D.--1.3 

Bond, W.H. (William Henry), 1915- --5.16 

Bonham-Carter, Maurice--2.1 

Bonham-Carter, Victor (Secretary of the Royal Literary Fund)--5.16 

The Book Society, Ltd.--3.9 

Books of Today--3.9 

Braybrooke, Neville, 1923- --1.4 

Breen, T. F.--1.1 

Brierre, Annie--3.7 

British Broadcasting Corporation--3.8 

British Museum--3.9, 5.16 

Brook, Henry--1.3 

Bryan, Dan--1.4 

Bushe, Scott G.--1.3 

Butler, R. A.--1.2 

C.A. Stonehill--3.9 

Camp, William--1.3 

di Capua, Michael--5.16 

Carew, Phyllis--1.3 

Carter, Bonham--1.8 

Carter-Ruck, Peter Frederick, 1914- --3.3, 5.16 

Ceannt, Ronan E.--2.2 

Catholic Herald--1.4 

Charles Russell & Co.--3.9 

Charles Scribner's Sons--3.9 

Chase, Eugene Parker, 1895- --1.4 

Child, Arthur, 1913- --5.16 

Clark, Charles (Penguin Books Ltd.)--1.3 

Clark, Edward--3.7 

The Clique--3.9 

Cohen, Willy--5.16 

Coleman, Edmund W.--3.7 

Coleson, Percy, 1873- --3.7 

Coupe, M. Roderick--5.16 

Coury, Louise Andree (Men and Women of Today Club)--5.16 

Crook, Arthur Charles William, 1912- --5.16 

Cullen, John--5.17 

Curtis Brown Ltd.--3.9 

Daily Mail News Chronicle--1.4 

Daily Telegraph--1.2-3, 3.9 

Davey, Charles--1.3 [see also The Observer] 

Deedes, William--5.16 

Dennis, Rodney G.--5.16 

Dictionary of National Biography--3.9 

Dillon, Teresa J.--5.16 

Dolley, Michael--1.3 

Donnelly, T., Lt. Col.--1.1 

Doyle, Michael Francis--1.2-3 

Du Coudray, Helene, 1906- --1.5 

Duhamel, Jean--3.7 

Dunn, J. P. S.--1.1 

Durkee, Elizabeth G.--5.16 

Edel, Leon, 1907- --5.18 

Les Editions Deno‘ll--3.9 

Edwards, Owen Dudley--3.7 

Elles, Reeve & Co.--4.4 

Empire News and Sunday Chronicle--1.2 

Errington, Lewis--1.3 

Ervine, St. John G. (St. John Greer), 1883- --3.7 

Evans, H. L.--1.1 

Evans, W. S., Rev.--1.3 

The Evening Dispatch--3.9 

The Evening News--3.9 

The Evening Press--3.9 

Evening Standard, London, England--1.2 

Fairfield, Letitia--1.1-4 

Farrar, John, 1933- --5.16 

Feldbrugge, F.--1.4 

Findlater, Richard, 1921- --5.16 

Frank Jukes Limited--3.9 

French, R. B. D.--1.4 

Frewen, Roger--5.16 

G.F. Sims (Rare Books)--5.16 

G. Heywood Hill, Ltd.--5.16 

Gallapher --1.1 

Gambler, John A.--1.4 

The Garrick Club (London, England)--3.9 

Gaussen, R., General--1.4 

Geismar, Maxwell David, 1909- --5.16 

George G. Harrap & Co.--3.7 

Gerversi, Eugene--5.16 

Gollancz, Victor, 1893-1967--1.1 

Gonin, Michael--5.16 

Goodman, Derrick & Co.--3.9 

Gordon, John--5.16 

Graham, S. E. (Penguin Books Ltd.)--1.3 

Great Britain. Public Record Office--3.9 

Green, P. G.--1.3 

Green, T. F.--1.1 

Greene, Graham, 1904- --5.16 

Gregory, Rowcliffe & Co.--4.1 

Guillot de Saix, Leon, 1885- --4.5 

Halcrow, A.--5.16 

Hall Brydon, Solicitor--4.2 

Hallan, Jack--2.1 

Hamilton, Gerald, 1890- --1.3 

Hammond, F. H.--1.1 

Harkess, A.G.--5.16 

Harrow, Tessa C.--5.16 

Harton, L.--1.2 [see also Empire News & Sunday Chronicle] 

Haynes-Dixon, James Leslie--5.16 

Heaney, James C.--1.4 

Heather, John--5.16 

Hegarty, D. G.--1.1 

Heinemann (Firm)--3.10 

Hodges Figgis & Co. Ltd.--1.2 

Hodges, James (James Hozier), 1906- --1.1-3 

Holland, Richard B.--5.16 

Holland, Vyvyan Beresford, 1886-1967--4.6 

Holmes, Son & Pott--3.9 

Holyoake, Meg--1.4 

Horizon--3.9 

Horowitz, Floyd R.--5.16 

Howard, A. J.--1.1 

Hulton Press, London--3.9 

Hutchinson & C.--3.9 

Hutchinson, G.--1.2 [see also Evening Standard] 

Hutchinson, R. E.--1.1 

Hutton, Clayton--1.1 

Ilchester, Giles Stephen Holland Fox-Strangeways, Earl of, 1874- --1.5 

Ilchester, Helen Mary Teresa, Fox-Strangeways, Countess of--1.5 

Ingram, Bruce Stirling, 1877- --4.7 

Inner Temple (London, England). Library--3.9 

International Literary Management--1.3, 4.3 

Irish Independent--1.3 

Irish Times--1.3 

Jacoff, Rachel--6.1 

James, Clive--1.3 

James, John--6.1 

James, William, Sir--1.1 

Johnson-Hicks & Co.--3.9 

Keating, J. J.--1.1 

Kee, Robert--1.1 

Kingdon, Henry--6.1 

Kingdon, Peter--6.1 

Klein, John W.--1.3 

Knapp-Fisher, James S.--1.3 

Lambert, J. W. (Jack Walter), 1917-1986 (The Sunday Times)--1.5 

Lane, Allen, Sir, 1902-1970--1.3 

The Law Journal--3.9 

The Law Times--3.9 

Lennon, Michael J.--1.1 

Leslie, Shane, 1885-1971--1.3 

Lethbridge, Henry J.--4.8 

Lewis, R.W.B.--6.1 

Librarie Arth�me Fayard--3.9 

Librarie Hachette--3.9 

Lindsay, John--1.3 

Littlewood, Barbara--6.1 

Lloyd, Margaret Ellen--6.1 

Lowe, Alma Louise--6.1 

MacColl, Hermione (Mrs. Rene)--1.4-5 

MacColl, Rene, 1905- --1.1-4 

MacConaill, Michael--1.1 

MacDermot, Frank, 1886- --1.1-3 

MacGrior, D.--1.3-4 

Mackey, Herbert O.--1.1-4 

MacKinnon, C. A.--1.4 

Macmillan, Harold, 1894- --1.1 

MacWorth-Young, Robert--6.1 

Maddermarket Theatre Trust--3.10 

Marks, Robert--6.1 

Masson, David I.--6.1 

McDougal, E.D.--6.1 

McHugh, Roger Joseph--1.1-2 

McKibbin, David--6.1 

Medley, J. C.--3.3 

Methuen & Co.--4.8 

Michell, H. (Humfrey)--1.3 

Michie, Jean (Penguin Books Ltd.)--1.3 

Mills, James--4.10 

Moon, Jasper--1.3 

Morgan, M. T.--1.3 

Morley, Martin Joseph--1.1 

Muir, Percy H. (Percy Horace), 1894-1979--4.7 

National Book League--3.10 

National Library of Ireland--1.1 

New Statesman--1.4 

New York Public Library--3.10, 6.1 

New York University Law Review--3.10 

New York Universities Libraries--3.10 

The Nineteenth Century and After--3.10 

Noakes, Burgess--6.1 

Noyes, Alfred, 1880-1958--1.1 

Noyes, Hugh--1.4 

O'Brien, R. Barry--1.1-2 [see also Daily Telegraph] 

The Observer--1.3 

O'Rahilly, Aodogan, 1904- --1.4 

O'Reilly, Kathleen--1.4 

Oswald, Hickson, Collier & Co.--6.1 

Owen, Tristram--3.10 

Oxford University. Bodleian Library--3.10 

Paget, Clarence A. E.--3.3 

Palmer, John--1.1 

Paris Plays--3.10 

Parry, R. F. B.--1.3 

Parsons, A. W. (Anthony Williams), 1928- --1.2 [see also Sunday Dispatch] 

Pearson, Hesketh, 1887-1964--4.7 

Peers, Cecil--1.3 

P.E.N.--3.10 

Penguin Books, Ltd.--1.3, 4.11 

Persey, W. J.--1.1 

Powers, Lyall Harris, 1924- --6.1 

Puttick and Simpson--3.10 

Queensberry, Francis Archibald Kelhead Douglas, 10th Marquis, 1895- --5.2 

R. & J.M. Hill Brown--3.10 

Ralph King, Ltd.--3.10 

Reid, B. L. (Benjamin Lawrence), 1918- --1.4 

Renaud de St. Georges, Anne-Marie--5.3 

Renton, G. P.--1.3 

Rosenbach Book Co.--3.10 

Royal Medico-Psychological Library--3.10 

Rubenstein, Michael--3.3 

Rupert Hart-Davis Ltd.--5.4 

Russell, Leonard, 1906- --1.1-3, 1.5 [see also Sunday Times] 

Russell, Lord of Liverpool--1.1 

Saul, Kinnersley Ann--1.3 

Sayers, Jack, 1911-1969--1.1 

Scheuer, A. (Albert)--1.3 

Secker, Martin, 1882-1978--5.5 

Seymer, Vivian H.--1.2 

Sherard, A. Muriel--5.6 

Sherlock, John, 1932- --6.1 

Sidwell, Esther (Penguin Books Ltd.)--1.3 

Silverman, Ernest W.--1.1 

Simmonds, Harvey--6.1 

Singleton-Gates, Peter--1.4 

Skeat, T.C. (Theodore Cressy)--6.1 

Skinner, John--1.4 [see also The Times] 

Somers, W. S.--1.3 

Sotheby & Co.--3.10 

Stanford, Derek--6.1 (includes book review) 

Sterling Lorg Agency--3.10 

Stevens, Roger, Sir, 1906- --6.1 

Strauss, Roger W. (Farrar, Strauss & Giroux, Inc.)--6.1 

Stuckey, Norman--6.1 

Sullivan, Edwin A.--1.3 

Sunday Dispatch--1.2-3, 1.8 

Sunday Times--1.1, 3.10 

Sweet & Maxwell, Ltd.--3.10 

Tedford, Barbara W.--6.1 

Teebay, I. M.--1.3 

Thompson, H. Iain--1.2-3 [see also International Literary Management], 6.1 

Thompson, Ralph--6.1 

The Times--1.4, 3.10 

The Times Literary Supplement--3.10, 4.7 

Tragett, Margaret R.--1.1 

Trewin, Ian--6.1 

Trewin, J.C. (John Courtenay), 1908- --6.1 

The Tribune--3.10 

Trinity College, Cambridge--6.1 

Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland--5.7 

University of California, Los Angeles--5.8 

Victoria & Albert Museum--3.10 

Viggars, Aubrey--1.2 [see also Sunday Dispatch] 

Walker, R.A. (Rainforth Armitage), 1886- --4.7 

Wallace, John M.--6.1 

Walpole, Hugh, Sir, 1884-1941 (to Sir Edmund Gosse)--6.3 

Walsh, Maurice, 1879-1964--1.4 

Waterloo College--3.10 

Waterlow, Charlotte--6.1 

Waterlow, J.C. (John Conrad)--6.1 

Wathen, Ronnie--1.4 

West, Rebecca, Dame, 1892- --6.1 

Westerfield, Hargis--6.1 

Whelan, James A.--1.2 

Whelan, Rosanne--1.3 

White, J. Alan--6.2 

Wickman, Lena--1.4 

Wildenstein & Co. (London, England)--3.10 

Wilkinson, Louis, 1881-1966--5.9 

William Hodge & Co.--5.10-11 

Williams, Alexander W.--6.1 

Wilson, William S.--6.1 

Wise, E. F.--1.3 

Wright, J. H.--1.1
