W.J. Robertson to Casement 

NLI 13073 /46/xv

Rio de Janeiro

8th April, 1911
Dear Mr. Casement


You have, doubtless, seen or heard that besides responding to the appeal made to all right thinking people for support to a Morel testimonial, which, I trust, was widely answered, I renewed also before I left England the contribution I had previously made to the Congo Reform Association funds. I shall continue to renew it yearly as long as Mr. Morel considers that further subscriptions are needed. As soon as agitation is no longer the first and principal item in the Association's programme an effort should be made to get Morel to accept some administrative post in that part of Africa he knows so well, leaving the watching that has still to be done before the Association can wind up to smaller, or less active men. The Colonial Office could find useful and high class work in Nigeria or similar territories for a man of Morel's temperament and capacity for work.

I have been wondering how you fared up the Amazon, and also how those unfortunates fared whose doings caused the enquiry. The matter in any case could not be in better hands. Both experience and natural aptitude make the choice of investigator in this instance an ideal one. We are all looking forward with interest to the publication of your report.

I read with pleasure in the Jornal do Commercio yesterday that the Para State Government have asked Dr. Huber (at the Museo Goeldi) to go to the east to study what is being done therein the way of rubber cultivation and preparation. Dr. Huber has found there exactly the work for which he is suited. He is a first rate botanist by natural bent and years of training, knows all about tropical forestry, particularly rubber, in the twenty years he has spent as botanist and latterly Director in chief of the Goeldi Museum & Botanical Gardens, and he is a most active and indefatigable worker.

Hambloch & all your friends here are well. Sir William & Lady Haggard leave for England on the 14th via Las Palmas, where they have a son. Baron Nordenflycht returned a few weeks ago alone. His wife and younger daughter are expected I understand about July. Sir William told me who is coming to take his place, but the name escapes me at this moment. He has been here before, some 12 or 14 years ago. Quite a number of more or less uninteresting things have happened during your absence, but there is no time to set them down here now and I doubt whether you care greatly to read them. Political squabbling between the “ins” and the “outs” goes on gaily (or sadly, according to the point of view) Tow changes in the Ministry are looked for very shortly. Did you read the first article in “Blackwood's Magazine” for

March? If not, please do so. It gives a curiously frank account of the present situation in Argentina and Brazil in the matter of public administration. On the whole it is fairly accurate. It is doubtful, however, whether the “Uniao Circa” at Buenos Aires has anything to be proud of, either in its composition or its record. Its leading spirit is Zeballos, of whom you have doubtless heard in connection with forged telegrams.


Looking forward to the pleasure of seeing you shortly, believe me, with kind regards, Sincerely yours,

W.J. Robertson.
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Rev Frederick Smith, S.J. to Casement

RC note: R 3 April 1911
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My dear Mr. Casement © 

Á




 ÁYour second kind letter came only last week together with

the cheque for L10.

Á




 ÁBishop has gone away to St. Thomas to seek work. Sealey was

owed 4 weeks up to March 19th © 28 days @ 72 c = $20.16
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 ÁLunch for boys
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This O paid yesterday. There was also a balance of tailor's bill

for making 4 suits of clothes © the balance being 17/2 or $4.12

and this I paid and received two new suits from the tailor for

the boys.

Á




 ÁThey seem well and happy & are beginning to speak a little

English & will soon be able to speak well.

Á




 ÁI asked Sealey to reduce his charge for the boys but he said

he could not © I tried others but they to would not make any

reduction excepting to the extent of a shilling or two a week.

Á




 ÁI wrote you under c/o the Foreign Office as I had lost your

address. I hope you have received my letter.

Á




 ÁFr. McCormick refused to let me have anything to do with the

boys in the beginning. But if I had taken them I could not have

saved you much money as Bishop refused to give me the L22 and at

the end of a fortnight he had spent all but L10. How he spent

the rest of course I do not know. I told him it wa absurd to

have spent $100 on two boys in less than two months. When your

cheque for L10 came F. McCormick received it and cashed it

without saying anything so I suppose he will make no difficulty

now. I would like of course to do all in my power to help you &

also to help the boys as I am fond fo Indians having spent many

years among them but I am not the Superior here and cannot do as

I like. If I had been Superior I would have found a place where

the boys could sling their hammocks & the greatest part of the

expense would have been saved to you.

With kindest regards

Believe me

Yours sincerely in ??

Frederick Smith S.J.

