[NLI correction needed as catalogued Fr. not FR Hicks)] 
NLI 13073/8/ii
F.R. Hicks to Casement

22 February 1911

Casement note: “R. 25 Feb in Dublin” 
[Confirms Cash Ledger entry of him being in Dublin on this date]


Springfield

Fermoy

Co. Cork

22 . 2 . 11

My dear Roger
Glad to hear from you, although you say little about yourself or your plans. I hope you're fairly fit & certainly you are wandering more than ever; I am here will be no out of the way spot on the globe where your footsteps have not trod. I hope your godson wont want to follow them all, or his parents will see little of him. At present he is quite a pattern of virtue & has given us a minute's anxiety since his birth: he is a picture of health, ??? as big as John was - that is a young giant - & not bad looking as babies go. And of course we're very proud of him & all of them.


My wife is splendid, up & alert now, & very pleased with herself, much more so than if she'd added another superfluous woman - & the ??? is quite a success, ??i re ugly age still but clean & long limbed. We've been having a quiet happy time herein
Ireland & very content with the world as we find it; in fact there's no doubt we've had more than our fair share of good things. Ever since I married Providence has made everything smile for me; I hope you'll ?? be the same one day.
Yours sincerely
FR Hicks.
Dudgeon book extract from Casement diary on 8 July 1910: ‘Dined with Mrs Hicks & Mr Hicks at Les Lauriers. Home and out Carlo Zioni 12/6. [F.R Hicks, writing on 22 February 1911, the next year, was joshing Casement about his endless travelling. He said “I hope your godson won’t want to follow.” The godson was little Roger Hicks whose photograph is to be found in the 1911 Cash Ledger. In the very letter which may have enclosed that photo, his father added “Ever since I married, Providence has made everything smile for me. I hope you’ll do the same one day.” Casement was then aged forty-six.
 From prison on 14 July 1916, he asked that a copy of the poem Easter Week be sent to “a little godson of mine”, and “another in France named fully after me”, happily unaware of Herbert Ward’s desperate efforts to have his son, that particular godson, renamed.

In the flyleaf, Casement stuck a photograph of a standing toddler on which he inscribed “My godson ‘Roger’ Hicks.” Baby Roger had been christened on 15 February 1910, in Casement’s absence. The baby’s father Lt. Col. F.R. Hicks was an officer at Fermoy, Co. Cork and Dick Morten’s brother-in-law. It is this sort of private, human detail, as Roger Sawyer notes, that precludes the likelihood of forgery.
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