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Accompanied by an article from Liberty, May 22nd 1926, about a letter written to Superintendent Sandercock from Roger Casement on May 17th 1916, before he was hanged for treason in Pentonville Prison, London.

In conservation until further notice.

Autographed signed title “To Reginald Dorsey Mohun from an admiring Godfather R.C. September 24th 1896”.

14 Illustrations in watercolour.

1.: The foolish chicken is proud of his dangerous acquaintance; 2.: The chicken doubts when he sees the fox's home; 3.: Late hours; 4.: The fox fattens up his victim; 5.: The dreadful discovery; 6.: The fox's hypocrisy; 7.: A lame excuse; 8.: The fox discovered; 9.: The chicken's danger; 10.: The careless chicken. The mother's advice; 11.: The fox gives bad advice to the wicked little chicken; 12.: The guardian; 13.: The appointment kept; 14.: His repentance.
Personal Name: Mohun, Reginald Dorsey.
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Richard Dorsey Mohun, a soldier of fortune, succeeded Lt. Emory Taunt as U.S.

Commercial Agent at Boma, Congo Free State, when Taunt died in June 1891 (see Gordon Gibson's biography of Taunt in Gibson, n.d.). The Mohun Collection includes 672 specimens from the Congo, one of the largest collections of African ethnology ever presented to the museum.
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1   959 Papers . . . 1892–1913. [Washington, D.C., 1959]. [Microfilm copy (positive) of manuscripts made by the National Archives, available at Northwestern University.]
Extract from Jeffrey Dudgeon book “Casement then quoted at length the views of an unnamed American naval officer, once US consul at Zanzibar, and now a high military official in the Congo. He had had experience of the Arab slave wars which “we were all called upon to admire as an achievement of civilisation over barbarism.” However he felt that “slavery still exists…For the native I believe the change has been for the worst as they certainly haven’t the same respect for a dirty native chief as they had for the powerful Arab always clean, and even the worst of them with the manners of gentlemen.” The American, in a turnaround of which Casement obviously approved (and one shared by Casement’s friend-to-be Major Berry) asserted “I believe the Arabs when they permanently occupied a country did a very great deal of good, much more than they will ever be given credit for.” (TNA FO 403/304 Casement to Gosselin 30 April 1900 from SA, enc. Congo letter.) 

[Is the US consul Richard Dorsey Mohun?]
REFERENCES TO R.D. MOHUN AND ‘CARELESS CHICKEN’
TNA FO 2/491/17
Duff to Casement
5 October 1901
FO
Oct 5 1901
Sir,

The Marquess of Lansdowne has had under his consideration your despatch No. 34 Conf of July 30 last reporting return to Europe of the expedition sent by the Congo Govt in 1898 to lay the overland telegraph line between Lake Tanganyika & Stanley Falls & drawing attention the difficulties Mr. R.D. Mohun anticipates in obtaining the repatriation of certain time expired Zanzibaris by the Congo Authorities.

I am directed by H.L. to instruct you to ascertain whether Mr. Mohun is able to carry out his benevolent intention with regard to the repatriation of these persons – 

H.M Agent and Consul General at Zanzibar has been instructed to ascertain whether the Govt of the Independent State of the Congo are legally bound by agreement to repatriate the time expired Zanzibaris.
NY

TNA FO 2/491/21
Farnall to Underwood
Foreign Office
31 December 1901

December 31, 1901
Sir,

I am directed by The Marquess of Lansdowne to transmit to you a copy of a letter from Mr. Casement respecting the Zanzibari porters engaged by Mr. Mohun and also a copy of a despatch from HM's Consul at Zanzibar on the same subject. It appears from the latter document that about thirty of the porters still remain to be re–patriated.

His Lordship wishes to ask Mr. Mohun whether these men have been repatriated and in the event of their having died how any sums due to their estates have been or will be settled. I am therefore to instruct you to ascertain Mr. Mohun's address and report it to His Lordship.
????
LSE Morel F8/25 – 583
Casement to E.D. Morel
nd 




7 Trebovir Rd




Sunday
Dear Bulldog,

I'll try the memorial – but am not able to tackle it until I get back to Ireland I fear – It should not be declamation but cold, dry facts – & for these I must hunt up the bluebooks etc which are all away.

I return (D.V.) on the 20th to Ballycastle and will then try and do it.

I have been off writing for some time now owing to the pain I have been in – one's mind is not at its best when the body is in pain.

Miss Simpson is very anxious about funds. She says she is spending her own money and cannot go on doing so.
Believe me,

Tiger
P.S.
Having failed with Jones, Moor & co. it is a strange come down to Hohern!

The Abir “reconstructed” will in no way differ from the old Abomination, as Mohun is simply a paid tool of Leopold.

LSE Morel F8/18 – 149–150
Casement to Morel 
nd, but by addresses between 5 and 11 April 1905





The Quay





[co: Ballycastle Club]





Ballycastle 





Co Antrim
Take my advice & send the
copies of the extracts marked
to F.O. in name of your Committee
R.C.

Dear Tiger [sic],

Many thanks for the 4 letters – which I return they are interesting – I think Scrivener's view of the Commission reporting in favour of D.P. but against the concessions is right. It will be the same Devil – pure and undefiled.

I have ventured to mark some parts of Harris’ & S’s letters which I think you might send to F.O. as Secry of C.R.A.

You can easily say they are of such public interest that you feel it to be your duty to place H.L. in possession of your correspondents' information. This, I mean particularly in regard to the detention of and tampering with the witnesses at Boma.

What a d--nable farce the whole beastly business is!

Massard may be punished (most inadequately) but the poor witnesses are being made to suffer – in the interests of Justice!

It is a pity Harris is not home now. I have had only a post card from Bentley, to whom, I told you, I had written so strongly anent the official attitude of B.M.S. He said in the postcard he was travelling & preaching and could only do justice to my letter as he wished when he got home again – The younger men of the B.M.S. are the only strong good ones – they and Weeks. I am sorry Weeks has left Monsembe. I did not see any of Mountmorres' or Dorman's letters – save the very first written on the way out to Congo.

I wonder what that blackguard Phipps will do? He will certainly try to keep the Commissioners quiet too. He is playing all the time for his own hand – indeed I should not put it past Phipps to take a cash douceur from Leopold. They might call it a “service of plate” such as he got from the French Govt once. He is a thorough going blackleg and it will be a question of amour propre with him to get the Commission to water down their report into the naive vagueness and trash of diplomacy”.

Please goodness I shall go for Phipps some day – I am biding my time in his respect – but when I get an opening I shall not spare the cur. He is beneath contempt – but I'd like to lay that same contempt on with a good thick Irish black–thorn.

I hope to meet Law on Tuesday at Emmott's – and I may be able to arrange a meeting of Irish members to hear the Congo story from myself. I shall sound Law to that effect and see what he thinks of it. I want for a thousand reasons to prevent them from backing up that Scoundrel in his hideous oppression of his people – they should be the foremost champions of a poor people against misrule.

Well, goodbye – I think I gave you my English a/d it will hold for some 3 weeks I daresay – here it is again –
R.C.
c/o Richard Morten
The Savoy
Denham
Bucks
Yours ever,
R.C.
I have marked much of the two letters but I think it is only right F.O. should see those parts marked. It will do good – even the allusion to Harrison or Dorman & Mountm. Those men have posed as fully blown Congo critics & it is healthy to see that they are read on Congo at their true value – These comments show them in their ridiculous role – then the reference to the poor native witnesses I think it most desirable Lord L. should see – I should make my covering letter very brief if I were you and just say that although the letters are private you think the information they convey is of interest in the present juncture as showing the state of affairs after the departure of the commission.
R.C.
NLI MS 13074/1

Casement to Gertrude Bannister
23 October 1896






Lorenco Marques







October 23rd 1896

My dear Gee,


I often think of you and Lizzie – and I am so busy I never do anything but think.


I don't write any letters now I can help – as I'm writing writing writing all day & every day in my office.


Eddie told me of your recovery and holiday to Ireland – you must have enjoyed it greatly after that awful year in plaster of Paris.


Drop me a line to say how you all are – I am glad Eddie is getting on so well in his new offices – and I hope the thing may turn out a success for him.


The hot weather is coming on here and the fever – and the white women are beginning to go to the high veldt – 6000 feet above the sea where the fever can't climb.


I suppose you see nothing of Nina. I wish she would take a kindly view and sensible of the affairs and return to her husband – but I cannot help – she will only move in time I suppose.


I send you a postal order I got from a man of war the other day. Its o use here and you can buy something with it. Tell Lizzie I've got the “Careless Chicken” all right and shall send it when I've made one more copy for Charlie's two little daughters.


Give Auntie my love – and with all good wishes for you all – 

Your affectionate cousin

R. Casement.

NLI 13,074/1

Casement to Gertrude Bannister
16 March 1898







Lisdoron








Ballymena








16 March 1898

Dearest Gee,

“Here are shamrocks for you” as Ophelia said to Hamlet “and may they look better on thy brow Hamlet than on mine – I never could stand anything but real stories: – but then poor Ophelia was mad and drove Hamlet mad too, and its no wonder.


I am beginning a new poem to Spring


It opens



“the spring chicken came with its loud lament

and leaped o'er the burning plain– 

The Chicken pox followed it all thro' lent

with onions that came from Spain–”

That's as far as the Ode goes – and what it gets like further on I can't yet see – but I'm afraid the onion will get the best of the spring, the spring chicken and the chicken pox and bury the lot with tears in its eyes.


Mrs Young is blooming. I only got here last night. Emma comes today on her road to Portrush. Nina is still very seedy. I shall certainly come to ?? you this time in Liverpool on my way back to London.


Love to Auntie – whose kind letter I shall probably answer in person some day – and to Lizzerbuth Ann – and to Squiggins when you write to him. Should you see the fair Inez tell her that Lorenzo (Marques) the bold & bad sends her greeting & will yet live to lift her black hair & even at it his button hole.


Yours


Roddie

