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Mr. M. Sidney Parry
[bookmark: _GoBack]Days in South London many years ago, when an effort was made to establish for Catholics a settlement on somewhat similar lines to that of Toynbee Hall, are recalled by the death of Mr. Methold Sidney Parry, J.P. That zealous worker, a convert, was one of the founders of Newman House an institution associated also with the names of the late Everard Feilding and the present Lord Ashbourne; nor will anybody maintain that Newman House though it lacked the element of permanency, was not a venture well worth trying. During the years of its too short usefulness, the house was a centre of much good work among Catholic young men south of the bridges.
Mr. Parry died suddenly on the 17th inst. at his residence at Cushendun, Co. Antrim, at the age of seventy-three. He was a son of the late Lieut.-Colonel Sidney Parry, R.H.A., and an old boy of Cheltenham College whence he proceeded to University College, Oxford. Fifty years ago he became a Catholic, and from that time onward he lost no opportunity, over a very long period, of serving the interests of the faith in many ways. His work in connection with Newman House was only one of a number of directions in which he exercised religious energy. On the committee of the Catholic Social Guild, for instance, he served for some time, and he helped to promote the movement for a Catholic Summer School. In 1895 he took part in the petition to the Holy See for the free admission of Catholic undergraduates to the English universities.
From 1895 until 1906 Mr. Parry was in the Malay States as a director of rubber companies. After his return to England he resumed his activities as a Catholic, in connection with various works: the C.S.G. among them, and the Catholic Council for International Relations. Also he was for some time on the Council of the National Institution for the Blind. A literary output included a volume, The Free Seas, of which he was joint author with Sir Francis Piggott, and various pamphlets. An essay on Ireland's Independence the Avenue to Peace set forth his views on a subject in which he had taken interest since early manhood.
Mr. Parry was a magistrate for Co. Antrim. He married, in 1916. Miss Gertrude Bannister, daughter of the late Edward Bannister, formerly British Consul at Boma, on the Belgian Congo.
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