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BABINE T 4 (55),

Meeting of the Cabinet to be held at No. 10, Downing
Streety, S«Wels, On WEDNESDAY, Oth FEBRUARY, 1986,
at 1l a.m.

1. FOREIGN AFFAIRS -~ (If required).

2, THE ITALO-ABYSSINIAN DISPUTE - (If required).

9 (Reference Csbinet 3 (36) Coneclusion 3).

9. PROPOBED INQUIRY INTO WORKING CLASS EXPENDITURE
AND REVIGSION OF THE BASIS OF THE OFFICIAL
COST-O0F-LIVING INDEX NUMBER.

(Reference Cabinet 2 (36) Conclusion 6).

Memoranda by the Minister of Labour,
Cefs 11 (36) - already circulated.
C.?. 19 (86) - to be circulated.

e ' T
e e T P e P B R

Note by the Secretary, covering the Report of a
Committee of the Economice Advisory Council on
the Hevieion of the Cost-of-Living Index Numbsr,
dated 13th February, 1931.

C.?. 16 (36) - already circulated.

4. APPLICATION FOR REMOVAL OF ROGER CASEMENT'S
BODY TO IRELAND.

Memorandum by the Home Becretary. ;
C.P. 23 (26) - ecirculated herewith.

secretary to the Cabinet.

e e, R T L e e e
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E

2, Whitehall Gardens, S.W.l.,

olst Jenusry, 1936.

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference CAB 23/83/4

96
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S ECRZT. COEY HO.

CARINBET 4 {55),

Meeting of the Cabinet to be held at No. 10, Downing
Street, S.W:l., on WEDNLSDAY, 5th FEBRUARY, 1936,
at 1l a.m.

—— T —— T — Tt i S g

1. FOREIGN AFFAIRS -~ (If required).

2. THE ITALO-ABYSSINIAN DISPUTE = (If required),

(Reference Cabinet 3 (36) Conclusion 3).

5« TPROPOSED TINGUIRY INTO WORKING CLASS EXPENDITURE
AND REVISION OF THE BASIS OF THE OFFICIAL
COST-0F-LIVING INDEX NUMBER.

(Reference Cabinet 2 (36) Conclusion 6),

e g T

Memoranda by the Minister of Labour.
Cess 11 (3€6) - already circulated.
C.P. 19 (36) =~ to be circulated.

HNote by the Secretary, covering the Report of a
: Committee of the Zconcmic Advisory Council on
i the Hevision of the Cost=of-Living Index Number,
! dated 1l3th February, 1931.

I C.P. 16 (36) -~ already circulated,
(8igned) M.P.A. HaANKEY,
ﬁg Secretary to the Cabinet.

%, Whitehell Gardens, S.Welss

418t Janusry, 1938.
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COFY IiQ.

oth FEBRUARY,

=il

The Right Hon.
24 J. Ramsay MacDonald, M.P.,

4

Y Lord President of the Council.

The Viscount Hailsham,

The Right Hon,
g Lord Chancellor.

he Right Hon.

Anthony Eden, M.C.y; MsFPe,
Secretary of Btate for Foreign
Af'fairs,

The Right Homn.
4 A. Duff Cooper, D.E Uey MePa,
% Secretary orf State ior War.

A

mhe Mcst Hon.

© The Marquess of Zetland,
GeCiBelay Galululiy,, Secretary
of State for India.

he Right Hon.

i JdeHy TI'J.GIIIE.E, Mll:r-p
Secretary of State for the
Colonies,

'he Right Hon.
| The Viscount Monsell, G.B.ZE.,
First Lord of the admiralty.

Haltap ElllD‘t, M-G- L] MlPi ¥
Minister of Agriculture and
Fisheries.

flhe Right Hon.
1 Sir Kingsley Wood, M.P.,
Kinister of Health.

The Rizht Hone.

CONCLUSIONS of a Meeting of the Cabinet held at .;
10, Downing Street, B.W.1l.,

onn WEDNESDAY, i

1956, at 1l a.m.

A e S e e e e ey S e S S S e S

PREGENT:

The Right Hon. Stanley Baldwin, M.P.,
Prime Minister.

{In the Chair).

The Right Hon,. |
Neville Chamberlain, M,P., !
Chancellor of the Zxcheguer.

The Right Hon.
S8ir John Simon, G.C.eBsl. K.CoeV.i0a,l
O«eBeie , KsCy, M.FP., Bacretary
of State for Home Affairs.

The Right Hon,
The Viscount Halifax, K.G.,
G..G. 5\ 1. » G"iG II-.LII ¥
Lord Privy Seal.

The Right Hon.
The Viscount Swinton, G.B.f.,
I'u"iq-{:i, EEGPEtE‘-W Gf State fﬂr .FLlI"-

The Right Hon.
8ir Godfrey Collins, Ko Bl e Be g
CaM.G., M,Ps, Becretary of
State Tor Scotland.

The Right Hon.

wWwalter Runciman, M.P..,
President of the Board of Trade.

The Right Hon.
Lord Zustace Percy, M.FP.,
Minister without Portfolio.

The Eif_ﬂrht HDn.

Oliver Stanley, M,U., M.P.,
Fresident of the Board of
Eduaationy

The Right Hon.
EHEEt B‘I."anr MGGI E MI-PIJ
Minister of Labour.

: W. Ormeby-Gore, M.P.,
1.' Firat Commissioner of Works.

I\_\:n-'
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© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference CAB 23/83/4

28

GERMANY. ls The Secretery of Stete for Foreign Affairs

o e reported thsat he had circulated sccounts of his con-
{ Previocus versations with s number of distinguished persons who
Reference
Cabizals't. had visited London in order to asttend The Late King's
3( 36
Conclusion Funerala
4).

His Majesty's Ambassador in Berlin had visited

&E‘E}z London and after personal consultaticon with him the
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Foreign Office were drawing up & peper on the German

gsituation. As there was & good deal eof detail te be

e .,——.|:-,'.|-|..\_-n'_. =

worked out he hoped that the Cabinet would postpone

discussion on the matter until the following week,

Erogdly spesking, however, he had reached the view that
the policy of reconditioning the Defence Services ?
must be accompanied by some sttempt at an arrsngement

in the politicel svhere with Germany, although he could

not at the moment specify when and in what circumstances.
He hoped to circulate a Memorandum before the next

regular weekly meeting of the Csbinet. |
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THE e The Secretary of Stste for Foreign Affeirs ssid |
MEDTTERRAMEAN : -
thet ¥, Flandin hed suggested the conclusicn of a
Mediterranean "Loecarnoe" Treaty as an element in some
eventual arrangement for settling the Italo-Abyssinian
disputees He himself had sdopted & reserved s ttitudes.
¢ (Previous

it Reference 1f, however, the metter was provosed esgain he would like
. Cobinet 1 (38)

8 conclusion 2)s to take up the position that we were not opposed in
prineiple but would want to see the detasils befere
expreasing an opinion,

The Csbinet sccepted the above views
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GO

ds . The First Lord of the Admiralty said he
understood that the French were spproeching us for
co—operation or good offices in various mstters,
ce Zs the Mediterranean Locarnc just referred to and,
if' he was correctly informed, some kind of financial

accommodet ion, At present the French were meking

themselves very unpleasant in the matter of the Naval

Treaty, and he hoped that this would be talken inte
consideration 1n any negotiations that might take
rlaces

The President of the Board of Trade
reported thet the French had slsoc made themselves
most objectionable about guotas,

The Chancellor of the Excheguer recalled
that a ye=r or two sge we had given the French some
financisl accommodstion, on certain conditions, in
the carrying out of which the French had proved
very unsccommodating,. He had already been asked
if he gave any accommodation at the present time to
obtain various conditions required by the Fresident
of the Board of Trade and he did not want to be
imposing too many conditioneses He would, however,

see_what could be dones.
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Ly The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs

said thet from indications he had received from various

guarters the Egyptian attitude towards a Treaty was not

i

altogether unpromising including thst of the King ef
Egyvpte He was anxious to enable the High

Commnissioner in Epypt to get ahead with the negotiationss

R GEEREERE T

The Cabinet were informed that a Report by

the Chiefs of Staff Sub-Committee would be circulated

-.rI-l—l_'—'
1" I |

the same sfternoon.

After a short discussion the Cabinet

ey

agreed:

(a) that the guestion ef the prevosed Trecty
with Egypt should be considered by the i
Committee of Imperial Defence on the 3
afternoon of Thursday, February 6th st
5400 p.me. in the Prime Minister's room
in the House of Commons, and that the
Lord Chancellor should be invited to the
Committee for this discussion;

(b) that the resulte of the meeting ef the
Committee of Imperial Defence should be
reported to the Cabinet which should deal
with them either a8t a speclal meeting
er at their next regulsr weekly meeting,
as the Prime Minister might decide.
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DEAJG_ Ds The SBecretary of State for Foreign Affairs said
,&fﬂYESIIEIﬂH

EISPTJT"‘ he hsd mothing to report as to the progress of the Leaguc
fir of Mations enguiry into sn oil embarzo. The instruc—

Sl :

5!1 supplies tions to the British representative on the Committee had |
Por Italy. :
ﬂﬁ been to adopt an entirely objective view. He thought !
Eava1 measures |
in the the engquiry would tske sbout a week., In reply to a
Mediterranean.

question ss to the prospects of the American Neutrality
Eeerman Military

ttache to the  Bill pessing, he stated they were not good. [
.;alian Army.

The First Lord of the Admirslty expressed the
(?re?iﬂus

ference! hope that if an oil embarge wss not to be spplied it might ;
,Gn‘n inet 5{35}
Gplclusian 3

be possible to relax our neval measures in the

E% o Mediterranean. The continuance of the Fleet at

¢ {,Laﬁ}'lr T3, Alexsndria wes very inconvenient for the navye |
E The Cabinet were informed that a German |
&r Militsry Attache hsd been sent to the headquarters of

E? the Itslian Army. It wes explained that it would be

rather difficult for this country to ask to send a

Military Attsche owing to the fact that as a member of

LA Syt

the Lesgue of Nations we were treating Itsly Bs an

e e e
gt b L el G T,

:_-.-.-.:' SRRy ._._-I_- .'-Ild.l'-:‘-:"'! e
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ASEreESor It was difficult for a country that was

not impartial to send an impartial obhzerver,

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

| :':'EJLD I_Jq,rbL_.IIJ.fY

i J
'

i
L T L g [ o
Bane Fas

NTO 4 ORKING

535 EXPENDITURE
h RLUVISION OF
5IS OF THL

[,JI_II:J.IJ '-._-DdT""

= LIVING INDEX

ﬁ%fETEHGEv

gubinet B {Sogr

EE
i

?fnclusinn G e

F.R,
$(36)9,

The National Archives' reference CAB 23/83/4

Be L1t continuance of the discussion at the Meeting
referred to in the margin, the Cabinet had befors

thems-

A Memorandum by the [Minister of Labour
(c.F. 11 (88)) proposing an inquiry into
working class family budgets, followed !
by a revision of the basis of the
official cost—-of-living index figure.

A Turthier Memcorandum by the Minister cof
Labour (c.P. 18 (38)), grevared as a l

result of the previgus digcussion. In
the course of this Memorandum it was
pointed out that those wages which mowved i
in accordance with the index number were |15
in almost all cases fizxed in relation to d
some date within recent years. It was -F
important not to ugpsset tnese wage i
apgreements, and thnis made il necessary
te maintiin ceontinuity betwesn the
present index number and any new series,

- A8 had been pointed out by a Commitiee
off the Leonomie Advisory Council in 1931,
this need cayse no diffjculty. I mare
than one montinly figure were published,
the prominence should ve given to that
figure which was continucus with the
existing series. In general it was
proposed to adopt the 1931 prineiples
and methods, subject to recomsideration
o’ certain points. It would be necessary.,
er example, for the purposes of the
Minisiries of Health and Agriculture, io
obtain budgets from the families of the
unemnployed,

(e |

A Note by the Secretary (C.P. 16 (36))
cavering the Report of the 1931 Committes
referred to AboOVE,

The discussilon at the Cabinet was conecentrated
mainly on the pelitieal difficulties arising out of

the two sspects of the enguiry, namely, the informg-

tion reguired for smending the Cost-of-Living Inde:;figuﬂé
and that reguired fer those engaged on Nutritions |
It was pointed eut that for the former purpose it was
necessary only to examine the budgets of an appropriate
number of working class families of employed persconse
For the nutritien enguiries, however, information was
glso regquired in regard to families of unemploved

PETS0INEe
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by : For nutrition purposes
uarhﬂﬁk mju ﬁkhﬂi ﬂﬁubﬁﬂ_ﬂﬁf;f Jumﬁ?ﬂWMﬁﬁMﬂ
it was neceqarfz\to ascertalnJifi—iadbias he _

o s duli TR N, .
o galiculiion o] It iircome aud B prin -

& money was svent. It was pointed out
that conasiderable political difficulties would be

lisgble to arise out of these enquiries, I, for
example, 1t were shown thsat the amount of money spent

ori nutrition by the family of an emplopyed man was
greater then that spent by an unemployed man there would
be a demand for raising payments to unemployed persons
which the country might not be able to afford, and the
whole guestion would be ralsed as to whether the money
spent on natrition wzs,in fact, exvended to the best
advant agc. A suggestion met with considerable support
thaet 1t might be edvisgble, in the firat instance, to
anncunce the enguiry into working class expenditure
for the purpose of re-calculating the basis of the
officisl Cost-of-Living Index Number which was at
rregsent indefensible, but not at preaentfggntiﬂn the
additional enquiries to be made from the point of view
of nutrition. Another suggecstion waz that the
eriquiries reguired in regard to the cost of nutrition
need not necessarily procecd contemporanecusly with the
erniguiries in connection with the Index figure anq,might
be postponed for a short time,

The Minister of Health said it would be
necessary for him to make some enguiries before he
could express s considered view on this.

The Gaﬁinet agreed:

(a) to give genersl approvel to the proposals
of the Minister of Labour in C.P.

19 (36);

(b) that the Miniatafs concerned should
consider the matters raised at the’
Cebinet in connection with the enquiry
especielly in regard to publicity and

i
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report to the next weekly meeting
of the Cabinet,
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f% APPLICATION Te The Csbinet had before them a Memorandum by
" FOR RBMOVAL

L& OF ROGER the Home Secretary (Paper C.P. 23 (38)) stating that
| CASEMENT'S

-?gﬂﬁﬂf TO an offieclisl cewmunication had been received from Mr.
| IRELAND.

de Velers asiling thet the remains ef Eoger Casement

(whe was executed for treassen on 3rd August, 1916,
5‘5&&}5 and buried in Pentonville Prison) should be transferred

to Ireland for the purpose of lnterment there,

Mr. de Valera's despatch stated thst there was a wide-

spread desire in Ireland that this should be done, and

_'::".-_-u'!:gﬁj-'- I et g :“: T

%3 thet this desire was shared by the Gevernment ef the

fE Irish Free Etate.

:ﬁ After recalling that various applirnatiens froem

ﬁi Casement'"s relstions and others had been refuged, the

éﬁ Home Secretary expressed the view that the right course
% was to adhere te the refusal of permission, both on the
‘%ﬁ general and particular greunds set out in his Memorandum.
éf The Home Secretsry also suggested that 1n

=.=] replying to the Free Stete Government 1t should merely
;;% be stated thet the reguest had been considered, but that

His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom were
unable to comply with 4it. A formula on these lines
would aﬁfficiantly cover the legsl and other
objections to the proposal,
After a short discussion the Cabinet
agreed:
That the reply to the Irish Free State should
be to the effect that His Majesty's
Government domt find it possible to depart

from their invariable practiece of refusing
permission to such spplicationse
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g the

= uR.T, Be The Minister of Labour and/President of the

ﬁ ey Board of Trade gave the Cabinet particulars of the present
f:'strike at position of the Strike at Smithfield Market.

Wt smithfield

N Marketes The Minister of Labour was asuthorised to take

i ——— up a guarded ettitude if pressed for information as to

| (Previous what the Government were doing to secure supplies of

! Reference:

| cabinet meat and, if necessary, to suggest that the guestion

28(5%5) Con-
clusion 3)s  should be put in writing.

': 2y Whitehall Gardens, S«W.la s
5th February, 1%36a

llllllll
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