The National Archives' reference CAB-37-153-13 1.jpg

3 |
7 |
|
l
i
|
|
|
| |
|
|
i
}Gatalogue Reference:CAB/37/153 A

© Crown Copyright


http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference CAB-37-153-13 2.jpg

Private Telegram to Bir C. Spring Rice (Washington)
Poroign Offico, August 2rd, 1916, 4.0.p.t.

You should tell Lodge that I much appreciste his
friendly meseage about Casement and the coneiderations
ne urges have beeif carefully weigued by His injesty's
Goverrment. :

The Governmeut however fesl tha® there is no ground
except that of political expediency on Ilnoh M "
can be reprieved and it would not be mﬁm with

~ justice or tolerable to public opinicn here % veprieve
him on this ground. e

The Irish-rising began by the shooting of unammed
soldiers and policewen at sight and the greatest indig-
nation is felt respecting those responsible for it.
Casement is clearly proved to have dome all in his power
to instigate the rieing with German aid: _ﬂlﬂ'.ilﬂ'
clearest evidence that hie object was -bloluw host~ v
1le to thie country and the X post facto statesent
that he tried to stop the rising was not raised at the

- totsland ie demonstrably umtrus. His whols astion in
the matter was more peculiarly hcstile and .Im
mmtotwofthnMulomuMMﬂ
these were in Ireland.

Irieh scldiers, prisoners m Gm. who mima
Casemsnt's sclicitations to d:.clov-nr m ﬂbm
tc L

e e C CT R,
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to rigorous treatment by the 'Germans, some ot them have
since been exchanged as invallide and have M"tn thie
country regarding Casement as their murderer.

There unnﬂﬂ.m;uﬂur mm-mbnowmnum
private character that can be plesded in exteustion ot
his action and in favour of mitigstion of the semtence.

Such material g wight have been alleged to point

‘%0 insanity, including extracts trom his dmv was at
the disposal of his Counsel, who never ralsed this plsa
on his behalf and Cassment's demeancur anl precesdings |
throughout the trial gave no ground for W in-
sanity and irdeed wbre sufficlent to disprove it.

Under these circumstancés a docision to repkieve
Casemént would be intensoly raun'tged by wbne“m,
both civil and military; the Govermment would be most ¢
strongly attacked for it and would have on grounds of
fact and justice, no dcfmc.

I should be snmforlads.tothﬂkmthln-
terest he m-mmmmmmmmmm
anytiing but the most friendly and considerate epirit by
us and I shall be glad therefore if you will give him
this explanaticn of why it has not been possible for the
Government to yield to the many sppeals mmds to them, -

You mey of course speak in the same sense to othere
who are friendly and who wish to kmow the facte.

‘. -
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