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R. Casement

Putumayo

Power of Aranas in Peru.

Observations on statement made by Peruvian M.F.A. to Mr. Jerome respg. great power possessed by Aranas & respg their ability to bring about separation of Loreto Territory from Peru.

No. 22927 gave us the impression that the Aranas were all powerful and masters of the situation. This is the other side of the question, and Sir R. Casement is no doubt in a better position to judge than the Argentine Minister at Lima. 

In any case I don't think the Peruvian Govt are behaving very well. They put us off with promises and do nothing. So far they have not managed to arrest any of the escaped criminals (with the possible exception of Aurelio Rodriguez who has been granted bail). It is useless for the judicial commission to waste time in collecting evidence against criminals who have mostly left the country.

Perhaps the moment has come to make another representation in somewhat stronger terms, or we might consult the U.S. Govt who by now must have read Sir R. Casement's reports, as to what can be done to bring the Peruvian Govt up to the mark.

????

The U.S. Govt being one of the powers mediating the dispute & Ecuador no doubt feel some hesitation about asking any active part in the Putumayo question. 
6/7/11

? tel. to Lima (R) No. 33

"Putumayo, Inform Peruvian Govt that I have read with surprise and disappointment the report of your conversation with the M.S.A. contained in your despatch No. 59. In view of the previous communications made to you, I had been earnestly hoping that the Peruvian Govt fully realized the state of affairs & were resolved to take vigorous & effective measures to institute a new order of things in the Putumayo. From your last conversation however it appears that the Peruvian Govt not only do not contemplate any immediate steps but advance in defence of their inaction that upon the support of the Aranas for the defence of the national territory. My information is to the effect that the Aranas are powerless ??? seriously to help as to injure the Peruvian Govt & I am driven to the conclusion that the Peruvian Govt are indifferent to the fate of the Indian & to the kindly & confidential representations that I have made.

You should impress upon him that HMG attach the greatest importance to Peru giving visible proof without further delay that she is determined to eradicate the present abuses in the Putumayo & to arrest & bring before a proper court the criminals implicated. Failing such proof they will have no alternative but to publish Sir R. Casement's reports (Spanish translations of which are now on their way to you for communication to the Peruvian Govt.)
No 187

Repeat to Washington & tel to Mr. Bryce: No 188
6/7/11 Tel. No. 33 to Lima

Please communicate substance to U.S. govt & say we should greatly appreciate any support they can give at Lima in this matter

