CASEMENT FILM FOOTAGE

The Channel 4 ‘The First World War’ series in 2003 shows unique moving pictures of Casement in episode 8. He is pictured writing a letter while seated at a desk and finding an envelope. The scene is the same as in a photograph on the RTE website dated April in his handwriting. It lasts some 35 seconds and is on YouTube. John E Allen Inc of New Jersey has the original with 48 seconds worth of footage. 
See also ‘Roger Casement on Screen: The Background Story on an Historical Film Opportunity, 1915-1916’ by Cooper C. Graham and Ron van Dopperen 
 [DVD set of Channel 4 First World War series  now available – see episode 8 for unique moving film of Casement. Also on Youtube. DVD set finally bought January 2011.]
The website "The First World War" was developed to accompany the Channel 4 series with the same title broadcast in 2003, adapted from the book by Hew Strachan. It covers the major events and actions of WWI as well as commenting on the controversies surrounding the Great War. These include issues such as: the cause of the outbreak of war; the deadlock on the Western Front; the realities of life in the trenches; the role of the Ottoman Turks; persecutions on the Eastern Front; code-breaking; the American involvement; and the war's conclusion. The site features a timeline, biographies of some of the key individuals, and a country-by-country gazetteer of the nations involved. There is also a glossary of terms and a page of links to other web resources, including the transcripts of each of the ten episodes of the television series. A text only version of the site is available. This is a smartly produced site that provides an introduction to many of the key factors that shaped the war.

Thanks for that Seans. I had spotted the film when it was first shown on C4 wondering as it flashed by so fast if it was real or a re-enactment. It looked staged which of course it was. I ultimately got a DVD of the series confirming its authenticity. No faking there. There is a signed and dated photograph taken in Berlin in April 1915 used by RTE which is of the exact same scene. 

The series is extremely interesting and well produced, with good music. This extract is from episode 8.

Casement wrote on 3 May 1915 to Joe McGarrity in Philadelphia, "I was "kined" lately at the request of one of the U.S.A. war correspondents - a good fellow who wrote me up in an interview for Washington Herald and McClure's Syndicate, etc. etc. I expect the film is across now." The Washington Herald of 15 August 1915 has what looks like the article, headlined 'A price of $25,000 on his head' (with a similar photograph). 

I doubt Casement’s accent had much trace of Antrim as he only lived there for a few years after age 12 when attending Ballymena Academy. Otherwise he was brought up living in and around London. Ballycastle was adopted as home in preference to Ballymena. His accent was, as someone noted, slightly Irish. 

A New Jersey film archive company (John E Allen) has custody of the footage and there is a little more in their store. Note how exasperated Casement gets when the envelope refuses to behave properly.

Jeff



From: seanmcgouran776@hotmail.com
To: 
Subject: RE: The only footage of Rodger Cassement
Date: Fri, 28 Oct 2011 18:05:23 +0000

Casement would have had a North Antrim / Ballymena accent -- modified by decades of living in Africa.

Connolly had a Scottish (specifically Edinburgh - NOT Morningside) accent.

And a bit of a speech impediment - he probably sounded like Sean Connery.

(Yes, my mind is boggling too....). 
From: sean.garland@live.co.uk
To: seanmcgouran776@hotmail.com
Subject: The only footage of Rodger Cassement
Date: Fri, 28 Oct 2011 17:09:10 +0100
http://youtu.be/Q45khUNFMP8 

Thanks Beverley. 

What would window coded mean? I had rather hoped the sequence length was 2 minutes and 6 seconds in length from your guide and the phrase 'InTC OutTime' but probably misread it 

I know nothing about film storage but assumed that if this piece of film was not separate and on its own, it would be attached to other sequences perhaps from the same person who shot it. So my question was, if this is so, what precedes and what follows it? This might give an idea of provenance.

Casement wrote on 3 May 1915 probably from Berlin, "I was "kined" lately at the request of one of the U.S.A. war correspondents - a good fellow who wrote me up in an interview for Washington Herald and McClure's Syndicate, etc. etc. I expect the film is across now." 

I assume this was when your film was taken and wondered if there is anything to confirm that. There is an article in the Washington Herald on 15 August 1915 which probably relates.
Best
Jeff 



Date: Thu, 13 Jan 2011 14:40:48 -0500
Subject: Re: Casement film
From: jeainc@gmail.com
To: jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com

Dear Jeff,

The cost to get a window coded DVD would be $200. plus shipping. We do not supply

a clean copy for private use.

Please clarify your question re: the pictures on either side of the Casement item. Do you

mean in our stock footage log or in the production where you located our material? We do not have a copy of the production.

Sincererly,

Beverley Allen

On Thu, Jan 13, 2011 at 11:14 AM, Jeff Dudgeon <jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com> wrote:

Thanks Beverley.

A DVD would be the medium and it is for record and private view at present.

I am in Ireland.

Are the pictures on either side of the Casement item any clue to its provenance or related to him or his time in Germany?
Jeff
Date: Wed, 12 Jan 2011 15:21:18 -0500
Subject: Re: Casement film
From: jeainc@gmail.com
To: jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com


Dear Jeff,

The footage we have on Sir Roger Casement is approximately 48 seconds in length

and appears to be him signing documents.

What is your intended use of the film and what kind of copy are you requesting? Film, Tape, DVD?

I can be reached directly at 570-676-4152.

Sincerely,

Beverley Allen

On Sat, Jan 8, 2011 at 6:27 AM, Jeff Dudgeon <jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com> wrote:

I wonder if you could advise how much it would cost to buy a copy of the Casement film you possess (and any other)?

It is referenced 

Categories PERSONALITIES Ubit 19200528 

11958 1W17 19200528 02:06:43 00:00:00 00:00:00 Sir Roger Casement
IDTape IDUbit IDTC InTC OutTime Total Film Title Short Desc

11958 1W17 19200528 02:06:43 00:00:00 00:00:00 Sir Roger Casement
Categories PERSONALITIES Ubit 19200528 
JeaInc@gmail.com
I noted in my 2002 book "From 1913, once retired and speaking at nationalist meetings and march-pasts, he was obliged to overcome this fear. Indeed by 3 May 1915 he was thrilled to be filmed or "kinematographed" as he put it, in Germany, writing enthusiastically to Joe McGarrity in Philadelphia probably from Berlin , "I was 'kined' lately at the request of one of the U.S.A. war correspondents ? a good fellow who wrote me up in an interview for Washington Herald and McClure's Syndicate, etc. etc. I expect the film is across now."

Sometimes a code exists on the film stock than might indicate a year, but there is no way to know if that is there without physically locating the original film we possess and looking at it.  This could take some time.  We charge $100.00 per hour labor to locate and examine elements for such purposes, with a $250.00 minimum. 

John E Allen Inc 

A motion picture archive dating from 1896-1955, with over 25 million feet of materials.  Call John E. Allen at (201) 391-3299 for more info. 116 North Ave, Park Ridge, NJ 07656 - 201-391-3299 Fax 201-391-6335. John 75702.3557@compuserve.com - motion picture material from 1896-1980's, newsreel, sports & dramatic.
Dear Alison and Jack,

Sorry I will not be able to be with you at the annual foundation symposium next week. 

I would like however to take this opportunity to ask if you are aware of the film footage of Casement that I saw earlier this year on Channel 4's 1st World War series.

I nearly fell off my seat when it was shown although I immediately began to wonder if it was authentic as it had no obvious purpose or provenance. 

Perhaps, I thought, it was from an old dramatisation. It showed, as I recall, Casement sitting at a desk but with little movement. It looked somewhat familiar, as well, as if a similar photograph existed which I had seen.

I am sure there is no other movie footage extant. Or is there?

It would be good for showing at a symposium.

Jeff

11 October 2004.

[No reply received to above or  below]   
To John Allen: 

Thanks for your response. 

I am told the Casement moving pictures were used in programme 8. I did see that programme with the footage and was duly astonished that it existed. As I recall it showed Casement at a desk possibly writing. It looked somewhat staged which made me a little suspicious that it was a dramatic reconstruction. I don't recall its time point in the programme. 

I am interested firstly in finding out its provenance (if possible) and telling others about it, and secondly in identifying where it can be sourced for any future use. I have no present purpose or need for it. 

Jeff Dudgeon

5 June 2004. 


Hi Jeff, 

We need more information regarding this question. Are you involved in a production that requires this footage?

Was this footage used in the Wark Clements WWI show and if so which chapter was it in, along with an approx. time location in that particular chapter (There were 10 chapters)?  If it was in the show, have you seen it? 

Or, did someone at Wark Clements tell you that this material was seen here during the research phase but not used in the show?

This material was not well documented, although Wark Clements told us we had more documentation on our WWI material than most archives they visited. 

It is unlikely we would be able to determine when and where it was shot (even if we knew what piece you were referring to).

Sometimes a code exists on the film stock than might indicate a year, but there is no way to know if that is there without physically locating the original film we possess and looking at it.  This could take some time.  We charge $100.00 per hour labor to locate and examine elements for such purposes, with a $250.00 minimum. 

Regards,

John E Allen

John E Allen Inc.

To John Allen

I have been advised by the Channel 4 production company in UK which made the recent TV series on the First World War that you have some unique footage of Sir Roger Casement (executed in 1916 in London for treason) in the archive.

I would be very interested to know if you could confirm this and if you could throw any light on when the film was shot and where. I suspect Germany as I have noted in my recent book on Casement:

"From 1913, once retired and speaking at nationalist meetings and march-pasts, he was obliged to overcome this fear of being photographed. Indeed by May 1915 he was thrilled to be filmed or “kinematographed” as he put it, in Germany, writing enthusiastically to Joe McGarrity in Philadelphia, “I was ‘kined’ lately at the request of one of the U.S.A. war correspondents ? a good fellow who wrote me up in an interview for Washington Herald and McClure's Syndicate, etc. etc. I expect the film is across now.” "

Happy to provide more details if requested.

Jeff Dudgeon.

Dear Jeff Dudgeon

Thank you for your e-mail. As you have discovered through our online database  www.iwmcollections.org.uk we do not hold any film of Roger Casement, 1915. (We do however hold film of the trial of Roger Casement - our film ref NTB 247-1.)

The Imperial War Museum did supply a variety of footage to the Wark Clement's "The First World War" series including approximately 5 minutes of footage for programme 8. I am not sure how footage sourced from John E Allen was logged with material from the Imperial War Museum but this footage was not obtained from the Museum.

I can only suggest you contact John E Allen about footage, or alternatively ask your contact at Wark Clements if she can pass your query on to Alison McAllan, the film researcher for their series "The First World War" who may be able to confirm the source of this footage.

Jane Fish

Production Information Officer, Film and Video Archive

Imperial War Museum

tel. -0-20 7416 5292

www.iwm.org.uk

Dear IWM Film Archivist,

Below you will see what I am interested in finding and how the Imperial War Museum gets involved. I note that your internet archive index does not mention the moving footage of Casement that the Channel 4 1st World War programme showed last year. I wonder if you can cast any light on the mystery and how an IWM tape number got on to the film at Wark Clements?

Thanks

Jeff Dudgeon.

Jeff
The Casement footage appeared in Programme 8 and was sourced from the John E. Allen archive which I think is in the US somewhere (the info. below is what I found when I searched name+archive on google).  Can’t find a VHS of programme 8 but will have a look round the office.  Let me know your address in case I manage to find it.  Might be worth checking the Imperial War Museum’s archive as the tape is logged on our system with an IWM tape no.  John E. Allen may hold the copyright but you may be able to get a tape from the IWM. Hope this helps

Gail .
John E Allen Inc 

A motion picture archive dating from 1896-1955, with over 25 million feet of materials.  Call John E. Allen at (201) 391-3299 for more info. 

116 North Ave, Park Ridge, NJ 07656 - 201-391-3299 Fax 201-391-6335 
John 75702.3557@compuserve.com - motion picture material from 1896-1980's, newsreel, sports & dramatic.
Apologies if no one has replied to you in my absence...I've been on maternity leave since September and only returned today.  Let me know if you still require the info about Casement and I will try to find it for you.

Gail 

Gail Birnie

Wark Clements

0141 418 6305.

From: Jeff Dudgeon

7 January 2004 11:35

To: gail birnie

Subject: Roger Casement

Dear Gail,

I have written about Roger Casement and am being asked about possible 

film/TV dealing with episodes in his career. I was taken aback to see

moving footage of Casement in your excellent Channel 4 First World War series

as I was not aware of any such being still in existence. I was not entirely

sure whether it was contemporary or a later dramatic reconstruction. It

looked familiar however and just might be what Casement himself referred to in 

1915. The age is about right.

I noted in my 2002 book "From 1913, once retired and speaking at

nationalist meetings and march-pasts, he was obliged to overcome this fear. Indeed

by May 1915 he was thrilled to be filmed or "kinematographed" as he put it,

in Germany, writing enthusiastically to Joe McGarrity in Philadelphia, "I

was 'kined' lately at the request of one of the U.S.A. war correspondents ?

a good fellow who wrote me up in an interview for Washington Herald and 

McClure's Syndicate, etc. etc. I expect the film is across now."

I wonder if you could tell me the source of that footage and its history?

