From: "Sean Mc Daid" <mc_daid_sean@hotmail.com>

To: "Jeff Dudgeon" <jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com>

Subject: Re: Arron

Date: Mon, 6 Jan 2003 14:21:32 -0000

Hi Jeff,

I am involved in Belfast Pride, as secretary this year, that is only how I presume that I received your e-mail. I agree 100% that it is unfortunate that Aaron was not discovered earlier.  I still feel the conviction that the young girl who observed Aaron at 9.15pm, did what a lot of people would do. Assumed it was a drunk man.  There are a lot of bars in the area, and due to late night shopping, there may have been a few rough sleepers about, which is clearly evident in that area occasionally.  I feel a young girl alone, in a deserted street, would be more concerned for her own safety.  I feel that she will be feeling remorse, but I for one understand her position, and do not apportion any blame for failing to help.

I like you and the police feel, that there is someone who has more information that could, help.  Perhaps they are totally unaware, of how valuable their information could be.  All we can do is ask for help.

I have contacted all the people I know who may have been in the area that night, and they were not, but I feel someone was, who could identify the killer. I was not aware of the extent of Aaron's injuries.   That now proves that it was not an accident.  I wish you peace, and hope a resolution is achieved in this nightmare.

Jeff I would appreciate, if you would keep me on your mailing lists, and keep me updated.

Sean.

From: "Jeff Dudgeon" <jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com>

To: <mc_daid_sean@hotmail.com>

Sent: Monday, January 06, 2003 12:13 PM

Subject: Arron

Sean - please find below what I discovered and send out yesterday. It largely ties in with what you wrote. I am still thinking about what you have said. It is very sad Arron was not discovered when he was heard moaning. I'm afraid I am not getting much help from Rainbow/Ryan. Are you on one of the emailing lists? Just intrigued as to how my email got to you.

Jeff

[Jeff

PA was working along side me on that one he might be able to fill you in better on what had happened.

cheers Ryan.]

Hi Jeff,

This e-mail was also sent to me, perhaps I can give you what insight I have into this case.  I knew Arron for about four years (I will use this name, as that is how I knew him) , mostly on a social nature if we met, usually in cruising areas.  He was a very private man, who didn't pry into your personal life or indeed volunteered any of his personal information, which is understandable, if someone wants it that way.  If I ever meet a person not aware of the commercial scene, or types of characters on the larger gay scene etc, the first piece of advice I give is safe sex, followed by no one needs to know your private life...especially if they are married.

(You Asked):  Can you provide any update on the murder investigation into Warren (Aaron) McCauley from your meetings with the police? I don't even know whether he was robbed which might suggest one motive, or whether he was simply beaten to death for being gay which suggests one of the known Belfast homophobes being responsible.


I take it he had been visiting the Church Lane cottage (ironically beside the old Rainbow premises) but I am not clear if it was open after 6 that evening, if so, perhaps because of late night Christmas shopping?

I have met the police in connection with the murder investigation.  Arron was not robbed all cash, credit cards etc were all still on his possession, there was initial suspicion that he had a watch and ring missing, though these turned up at his home (I think).

Aaron was in the toilets 6 times that day before 5pm, according to the

monitoring cameras at the entrance.  He met someone at 3.30 and went to

toilets in another location.  This person has contacted the police and gave all information he had.

Unfortunately, as it was the first night of late night Christmas shopping the computer on the cameras was not updated, and shut down at 5pm.  The toilets were open until 9pm.  A shop assistant saw a man moaning in the alley at 9.20pm, and assumed that he was drunk, which is quite common in that part of the city with so many surrounding bars.  The girl never reacted just glanced and carried on for her lift.  I feel this is quite understandable for a young girl on her own, and she has to be commended for having the presence of mind to contact the police with this information.

(You Asked): Where and when precisely was he last seen alive? Had he been in the Customs House bar at all that day? What were his injuries?

The police have no shots of Arron on any camera in the main city centre

after 5.25pm, the next sighting was when he was observed by the young girl. This is the piece of information the police needs most now, any information of his movements between these times.

They have a suspicion that he may have been meeting someone OUTSIDE the Custom House (formerly Crows Nest).  As far as I am aware, Arron did not frequent the bars in Belfast at all.  The police are trying to act on info that he may have been meeting someone who either lives in or has access to an apartment in the Ormeau Avenue area.  There are 600 new apartments in this area, some are rented, some are bought as an investment and were never inhabited.  Could someone have a friend who owns one of these and borrowed the keys?  Arron could have went with someone unconnected to another part of Belfast and came back to town after 9pm, then encountered his attacker.

Knowing Arron, and as the police are aware from encrypted diaries, it was not uncommon for Aaron to have 6 or more partners per day.

The alley where Arron was found is used for chance meetings.  I have been there a few times a few years ago, admittedly it was later, after the bars closed.  What I am highlighting, it is a type of area that people would retire to on a chance meeting in that area of the city centre.

Arron died from a bash to the head, could there have been an accident, and his partner panicked and fled?  Could he have picked someone up who is gay, but reacts violently after orgasm, there are such type of people.  Could the assailant not have meant death, more a beating.  There was only one major injury, as far as I am aware.

(You Asked): Was the man arrested (and later released without charge) ever a real suspect?

This I have no information on, and i didn't even ask the police, as I feel it is their job, and i do not want to speculate on this..

(You Asked) Should we arrange a review meeting with the police? At least his photo made it into the papers quickly this time and humanised him. This means the PSNI may have learned one lesson from their failures during the Ian Flanagan murder investigation when they behaved more like bereavement counsellors than cops.

From the interview, and conversation I had with two of the investigating CID officers, I feel there are treating and investigating this with unprecedented vigor.  There are non judgmental, and non biased, in my opinion, and are grateful from the huge support and response from the gay and bi-sexual community.

 I feel, and sincerely hope that this will not drop in importance within the PSNI, until a satisfactory conclusion is reached.  As with all police investigations they do need more help,  their main role is collating the info, and seeing a picture.

They need help from anyone who was with or saw Arron between 5pm and 9.20 pm on the day he was injured.

(You Stated): BBC Radio Ulster's piece on Warren's killing was well made and touching. You and Michael Campbell spoke exceptionally well.

I feel, that the media in general, was very sensitive in the way the handled the plea for information.

(You Stated): All this matters both for our self protection and the

conviction of the killer. What other city would be so silent after a second murder in three months?

 If the murder rate for gays was similar throughout the UK there would have been 70 killings of gay men overall last year, including our two. If the death rate here is unusually high, how much is due to a particular hatred of gays and lesbians, and how much to a post-war situation where killing is casually undertaken and seen as the societally-optimum way to deal with people you dislike?

 This cries out for sociological research.

I agree, but we do not know the circumstances surrounding the fatal injury that caused Aaron’s death two days later.  Accident?  Someone within our community?  Hate?  Easy victim?  There are too many scenarios.  The most important thing now is to create a full picture of Aaron’s movements that evening, and get the information to the police.

I just thought I would replay with the information I have, and my thoughts and feeling on this.  May Aaron Rest In Peace, and I pray that we never hear of this type of crime(?) again.

Sean McDaid.
Sent to

michael@michaelcampbell.org.uk, smeyler@hoson.com, terrymcfarlane@hotmail.com, editorial@pinkpaper.co.uk, queer_space@yahoo.com, coso1@yahoogroups.com, dmc_temp@hotmail.com, damien.dee@btopenworld.com, lgb@usi.ie, hikinglad2002@yahoo.co.uk, glb-news@listserv.aol.com, me@gerrylynch.co.uk, menofthenorth@hotmail.com, seanmcgouran776@hotmail.com, editor@nowuk.net, cara-friend@btinternet.com, info@foylefriend.org, editor@gcn.ie, dermotfeenan@hotmail.com, rumbles32001@yahoo.com, maglochlainn@dnet.co.uk, king.uu@btinternet.com ,info@conflictresearch.org.uk
AARON McCAULEY MURDER UPDATE – PLEASE PUBLICISE

The most recent details released about the murder of Aaron (Warren) McCauley in Belfast in early December reveal that the police are not optimistic about obtaining a conviction let alone charging someone. Aaron was found in an alley just 30 yards from the Church Lane toilets at 8 a.m. on Tuesday 3 December 2002. He died two days later without regaining consciousness.

His injuries consisted of a blow to the side of the head and another to the throat. These were the injuries that led to a fractured skull which eventually killed him. It is estimated that had he been found within 20 minutes he might have survived, otherwise he was doomed.  He also had broken ribs on both sides of his chest. As his head injuries were inflicted by an assailant facing him he was plainly not surprised by his killer. This leads to the view that he had probably followed (or been followed out) by someone he had come across in the toilet, and was thus lured to his death. Robbery was not an obvious motive as, when discovered, he still had financial documents, including credit cards, and his mobile phone on his person. He also had cash in his car indicating he did not normally carry any significant number of banknotes when out cruising. He was found about half-way up the alley, and seems to have been attacked where he was found.

Glue sniffing paraphernalia in the alley is not though to be of recent date. The man whom the police announced was arrested, and later released, is apparently a rough sleeper who was never a prime suspect, rather someone who may have had more knowledge of the murder than he was initially revealing. The PSNI believes Aaron was attacked between 7.45 p.m. and 9.15 pm. on the Monday evening. They apparently have earlier video shots of him, over several hours, walking around the city centre while a shop assistant walking home shortly after 9 p.m. heard a man moaning in the alley but thought it was a drunk.  There is no CCTV camera trained on the junction of Ann Street and Church Lane while that on the entrance to the Church Lane toilets (and those in Arthur Lane) was not operating. He had no alcohol in his blood suggesting he did not visit a bar.

Police profiling is tending to discount Belfast’s most notorious gay toilet slayer whose method is usually one of heavy and bloody violence, inflicted within the cottage. This homophobe is however believed to be back on the streets which should make cottagers and cruisers ever more vigilant. NIGRA has been mounting night-time observations in the cruising area between the Parliament bar and the Kremlin, and is aware of the increasing aggression displayed by the northside glue sniffing gang. This has been drawn to the attention of police patrols.

The best information the police believe is available in the gay community will come from someone who was in that cottage that evening which, unusually, was open until 9 p.m. due to late-night Christmas shopping. Or someone who has had a similar experience, or is suspicious of a particular individual who hangs around toilets. Any such information would be welcomed and treated in confidence. Either ring 90650222 and ask for the Musgrave Street incident room or contact NIGRA by ringing 90665257.

NIGRA
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