56 Mount Prospect Park

Belfast

BT9 7BG  

jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com

028 664111/079 2125 1874

30 August 2007

Dear Chris Smith,

I write to ask if you would give your support to an honours recommendation for Antony Grey. Or indeed sponsor one.

A problem in timing is that Antony is far from well, having leukaemia. He may not survive beyond 12 months. In other words, this proposal would have to be seen as something of an emergency and hastened accordingly, if at all possible.

I am assuming he has not been offered an honour before and turned it down. I rather feel not.

Despite campaigning in the same area, albeit a decade or more apart, I have never met Antony, so far as I know, although we may both have been at a couple of the same meetings over the years. We have only ever communicated by email and that has been in the last two months.

I sought out his address after a Wolfenden50 conference in Kings College London at which I presented a paper on Montgomery Hyde (enclosed). I heard and read more about him then. To me, he was someone admirable but historic and distant yet all along he was accessible, if one had bothered to get in touch. I think he is someone who is not very forward, rather reserved and self-effacing, a bit of an old school Brit – radical yet traditionalist.

You will probably at least have heard of Antony if not be aware of his years of effort, and perhaps most importantly his courageous early public stand on behalf of us all in the early 1960s. He was secretary of the Homosexual Law Reform Society from 1962 through the key law reform years of 1965-7.

He is actually only 79, contrary to the interesting Observer article (also enclosed, as is my bio) published in June this year to mark the 40th anniversary of the passing of the Sexual Offences Act in 1967. It said he was aged 89.

After opening up an email correspondence with Antony, I discovered he had written a book about his various campaigns entitled ‘Quest for Justice’ which I bought off Amazon and read over a weekend. 

It has particularly interesting and enjoyable chapters, especially up to IX, concerning the passing of the 1967 Act. He continued in the work of the Albany Trust on and off for many years thereafter.

I think in this year of anniversaries, it would be a remarkably appropriate and rather wonderful thing, justifying the honours system, if someone like Antony could receive some significant public recognition, perhaps even a specially presented out-of-time award, given his age and state of health.

For information, his address is: 120 Melrose Avenue, London, NW2 4JX;                                   Tel: 0208 452 2788; email address antonygrey@f2s.com.

Allan Horsfall has agreed to support an honour recommendation thus:

“I was a member of the Nelson (Lancs.) Borough Council from 1958 until 1961 and it was there that I discovered that it would be quite impossible to make progress within the Labour party locally on gay law reform.

 Having decided by 1963 that the London campaign (Homosexual Law Reform Society), by then led by Antony Grey, needed to be supplemented by a campaign actually based within the provinces and better able to influence grassroots opinion, I - along with Colin Harvey - embarked on the formation of the North-West Homosexual Law Reform Committee.

As a young(ish) lad from the sticks, I would not have had the confidence to embark on such an exercise had it not been for the support and encouragement I got from Antony.” 

I hope you can assist in this matter and I thank you for your own efforts over the years.
Yours sincerely

Eric Thompson, Antony Grey's partner, has told me that he died in hospital on Friday night, 30 April.

He wrote, "I'm assured that his end was peaceful and that nurses were with him, though he had gone before I could get there to be with him at the end. His determination surprised his doctors; but, in the end, even his iron will could not keep his body going. He was looked after very well in the King Edward VII hospital.

He expressed specific wishes that his body should be cremated and his ashes scattered without any religious ceremony or memorial service, and we will be following those instructions."
The bravest of the brave, Antony was secretary of the Homosexual Law Reform Society from 1962 through the key law reform years of 1965-7.
Jeff Dudgeon
