The Following Document Arose out of Discussion with Belfast Rainbow Project on the Way Forward for the Community in the light of the Rise of a new Homophobic Party. 

An Army of Lovers Fighting for Love

by Brendan 

(NIGRA January 2010)

In the 1970s the Northern Ireland Civil Rights movement was not even aware that homosexuality was still illegal in Northern Ireland. And Gay Rights was seen by the left in general as very much a marginal issue. In London in the winter of 1976, I can remember a little group of communally-living-gay radicals being sent to the very end of the large demonstration organized by the TUC against the then government cuts. 

Our situation has now totally changed to our complete advantage; we and the other gay organisations are now in the very best position politically as a community. Now it is the Left who march at the back of our demonstrations as we now are leading the fight for radical change and civil rights in our society.

Following the dramatic fall of the House of Paisley and their successor the House of Robinson we appear to be at the height of our powers and influence. Being invited to participate at the very top of government (despite the setback of the experience of CoSO) was an important development but our true significance and potential is yet to come. 

NIGRA and the other community organisations have done their best to copper fasten the process of change - to ground it legally and using our not inconsiderable influence to make sure there is no back sliding by any of the public bodies or government organizations. 

Though we should be rightly proud of our achievements and the positive force we embody as a community in society, we should never become complacent, as some of the publicly funded groups can tend to be. We do not need to wait and see or assume what Jim-Ulster-Allister's new homophobic party the TUV will mean for our rights or the political atmosphere and hostility that his party will try to generate in the wider society.

This will happen as sure as day follows night, just as it did after the rise in surveillance and hate crime that occurred following the wider success of the DUP – the Save Ulster From Sodomy party. What the DUP victory meant was more violence and hate crime directed towards minorities and more requests from councils and councillors’ to the police to dramatically increase surveillance of gay people. 

We cannot depend on the assurance given by Vince Creelan (an ex-police officer) of the Rainbow Project that the police will be too preoccupied with security matters to increase surveillance of gay people when requested to do so. It is highly unlikely that they will now say ‘no’ where they said ‘yes’ to the same request in 2006. If they do say ‘no’ to surveillance requests from councils that will most certainly not be accepted by the fundamentalists and homophobic politicians of the DUP and the EX-DUP TUV who have a track record in encouraging violent vigilantism if the police refuse to do what they ask of them.

We have all seen the horrible results of that approach which not only meant the loss of two lives through suicide after the Lisburn Giants Ring surveillance operation that was requested by the DUP but it also meant the brutal murder of Ian Flanagan. NIGRA did its very best to avert tragedy by asking the police to issue cautions to the two arrested men (one of whom was just 16 years old). They not only rejected this advice they also refused to direct their surveillance when requested by NIGRA at the violent gang that also roamed the south Belfast park where the two gay men where arrested. The bloody result of not apprehending the gang is now an established fact with the brutal murder of Ian Flanagan – battered to death with a wheel brace for being in the same park as the gang. 

In any case that is not the prime political objective of Ulster’s new homophobic party the TUV - collapsing the Peace Process and the institutions that support it, is the prime political objective. We therefore must be prepared for the fall out and the collapse of the institutions, and the pressure that will be put on the police by politicians to do more against us. We must be aware also of the danger that the drive to extremism on the streets will mean to our own public safety. In the weeks and months ahead and especially after the General Election we should expect to be more seriously targeted as we were following the electoral success of the DUP.  

At the moment we as a community remain confident and professional in our conviction that our rights cannot be easily gainsaid or rejected - for the simple reason we represent the very essence of modern life itself and occupy the prime position as the reforming force in Northern Ireland society. This is understandable for very good historical reasons: 

By simply living their lives in Germany as a community - qualitatively living and thinking of and for wider German society - the Jewish people were able to articulate the very best liberal reforming traditions of modern Germany as did our movement.  The only way that process could be stopped was by returning society to Hitler's pre-modern age – by using modern technology and militarism to destroy the unity and diversity of modern society and modern life itself. 

We are as the German filmmaker Rosa Von Praunheim put it - an Army of Lovers. And our battles are fought out as we are attacked – so do we defend and so do we heal, with love. That is the lesson that we have taught the wider community. Because our unity is in our diversity and our political will flows from saying very loudly and rightly that that diversity is indeed a virtue in itself. 

I know we will win in the end and that our unity and diversity will survive and continue to transform society for the better. NIGRA and the community organizations will do as much as they can to transmit the clear message to government - that we will not accept any attempt to end our rights - whether that be public funding or the simple right to live and fight as an army of lovers for love.

