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Dear (Guardian) Editor,

In her desperate desire to make the events in Ireland fit her anti-

England certainties, Beatrix Campbell is ready to believe some of the 

silliest notions coming out of Dublin. She states that the British 

press conflated the paedophile priest story with the priest dying in a gay 

sauna story. Well true, but the Dublin Sunday World did not bother 

exciting its readers with a bit of conflating; it devoted its whole front page just to a headline about the dead priest!

This "gulf that lies between the Irish and the English" in its response to sex scandals is certainly invisible in Ulster where the northern edition of the Sunday World has recently taken to castigating the RUC for failing to track down "perverts" already exposed in lurid stories about saunas and toilets. Its rage at this police indolence now involves photographs of ordinary blokes leaving court after being fined £100 for minor public sex offences - that happen to Bishops - calling at, and photographing the homes of those so convicted after a doorstepping interview, and climactically, doing the work of the RUC by publishing pictures of men revisiting public conveniences too quickly. And all this with a progressive editorial content that would make Bea purr.

As a matter of interest the Sunday World is owned by Tony O'Reilly. This otherwise sensible article (22/11/94) is also dreadfully marred by a final flourish, dredging out the relentless conspiracist view of the Kincora Boys Home case. Contrary to her statement that "the British state" failed "to sort out what really happened...and the allegations that loyalists and British agents raided children's bodies" it did hold a lengthy public inquiry under Judge Hughes after three men, one a minor (though influential) loyalist figure were properly convicted. Those stories were based on the conflation of a number of beliefs; homosexuality = paedophilia = loyalist = pervert = British intelligence, and unsurprisingly it was the Sunday World that majored on fuelling the fires for a decade.  

For the gay community in Belfast the result of the fear and panic, so ably assisted by the politically correct in England (and Scotland) was a decision by the city's biggest employer, the Eastern Health and Social Services Board not to employ homosexuals in caring roles. Though central government later overturned that policy it is reckoned that it exists nonetheless in an unspoken mode.

Without real evidence what more could the state do in the Kincora case? Rumours that feed on political prejudice are not justiciable and I did not notice the same years of hysteria nor a public enquiry when a Liberal Democrat councillor, Frank Beck was finally convicted of identical crimes in Leicestershire, and a prominent Jewish Labour MP was accused in court of serious wrongdoing in the same case. The political angle subsided overnight. 

Yours sincerely 

Jeff Dudgeon

[See also http://pcolman.wordpress.com/2013/01/13/beatrix-campbell-and-witch-hunts/  (2014)]

