Martin

Reply for Malcolm:

I am somewhat vague on the circumstances of Benson's death but know it is recorded in Lost Lives. I suspect he was shot by Republicans because of his involvement in the sectarian murder of Frederick Davis and, as such, merits recording in the index regardless of his own culpability.

I was involved in trying to get the police to regard Anthony McCleave's murder as murder. In the event the coroner's court came up with an open verdict after hearing evidence from a fireman who stated he heard the sound of a violent struggle on Chichester Street. On opening the gates Anthony's body was found, his head having been rammed onto a spike on a protective bollard outside the fire station. The police had done their best to write it off as an accident but his family asked us to investigate. It is a long and sad story.

So who killed him and why? 

We don't know. It could have been a sectarian gang or a gang who did not like queers, or a bit of both.

Ironically the murder of Anthony's brother Samuel in Hill Street is in Lost Lives and the CAIN index. The circumstances surrounding it were strikingly similar and I don't think there was any evidence as to who had killed him and no one was charged. So for that reason alone, if not the fact that the Troubles led to people getting off on extreme violence, Anthony also merits recording in the index.


Regards

Jeff Dudgeon


From: m.melaugh@ulster.ac.uk
To: jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com
Subject: RE: Index of deaths
Date: Tue, 24 Jun 2008 15:37:03 +0100 
 Malcolm Sutton sent me a reply to your email query.  I have scanned his letter and attached it as a PDF file.  Let me know if you have any problems reading this letter. 
Regards, 
Martin Melaugh. 
Index of deaths

Jeff Dudgeon,  
Thank you for the email.  As I am sure you know the information in the Index of Deaths was provided by Malcolm Sutton.  I will forward your email to Malcolm (by post as he is not on-line) and he will let me know if there are any changes to be made to the database.
The listing of the names of victims on the web site is on the basis of, firstly, surname and then, secondly, date of death.  Hence in the case of a common surname such as ‘Smith’ the 19 individuals are listed in chronological order.  While surnames are known with some certainty, often there is uncertainty about first names (in the case of multiple first names, also with derivations and ‘commonly known as’ names).  At the time we designed the database it was thought that it might be best to present the information by surname and date of death.  Sorry for any confusion. 
In the case of Anthony McCleave and Francis Benson I can only assume that Malcolm Sutton felt there was insufficient information to indicate that the deaths were directly related to the conflict.  However, he may have another reason for excluding these two people from his list. 
Sincerely, 
Martin Melaugh. 
From: Jeff Dudgeon (jeffreydudgeon@hotmail.com) 
Sent:

04 June 2008 10:35:31

To: m.melaugh@ulster.ac.uk

Cc: PA MagLochlainn (alainlongchamp@hotmail.com)

Dear Director

I was looking through the CAIN index of Troubles deaths in relation to a meeting with the Historic Enquiries Team about the murder of David Templeton when I noticed a couple of omissions or oddities.

A small point but Darren Bradshaw's name is out of alphabetic sequence among the Bradshaws which meant I took it to be absent the first time I checked.

Anthony McCleave's name is absent though that of his brother is not. He was murdered in Chichester Street in 1979 when impaled on a spike. Nobody was ever charged.

Another apparent missing name is that of Francis Joseph Benson who may have involved in the murder of Frederick Davis.

Happy to discuss further.

Best wishes

Jeff Dudgeon

