CHE Annual Conference

Saturday 8 September 2001
20 YEARS ON FROM STRASBOURG

It is a privilege to speak once again at a CHE Conference the first time since Coventry tho’ Griff can remind me if that is correct

The great CHE 1974 Malvern event will for ever more be etched on my and other’s minds as one of the moments of freedom and the dear love of comrades

Here I am amongst some of my peers - the great names of gay emancipation of our time like Allan Horsfall.

And at a time of municipal marriage in London which has been this week one of those good news stories and when reparations entered the news: Why don’t we seek a lump sum?

Where gay cabinet ministers come and go and go

reminder of that Strasbourg achievement – first successful gay human rights case but it broke no other boundaries: trouble at the court – Article 14 no advance.

Cyprus and Dublin’s David Norris, now Senator Norris, were to follow in my footsteps although their legislative reforms took nearly a decade where mine went through in one year; and was the moment when Matthew Parris came out and no one noticed and Enoch Powell completed his inversion by voting against it.

[Tell of my working for an MP and dining with Paisley and introduction to Robinson?]

Section 75 although only relating to public policy not discrimination has brought me, a civil servant, a great sense of relief and of protection

My fears of achieving too much through bureaucracy not democracy; too much anti-statism which is only half our problems – we need protection from individuals especially young males – hugely high murder rate one of my older themes

Martin Bowley and the Home Office review – VITAL vastly more so than section 28 a defining law but not one that destroyed people’s lives like the sex/cruising/cottaging laws. 

Speaking at the RUC’s Human Rights and policing conference in a few weeks, - cruising like dreadlocks – an ethnic characteristic, protection from the police and protection by the police both equally necessary.

Casement controversy, TV films immersed in research for two years

Similarities to myself – tell stories of diaries

My book. Dublin can’t take it

