APPROVED

A Management Committee Meeting of the 
Coalition on Sexual Orientation was held 
at 6.00pm on Wednesday 11 April 2007 
at Cara-Friend Rooms, 64 Donegall Street, Belfast.

MINUTES

PRESENT

Niall Gillespie (Minutes), James Knox, Liam Larmour, Mairéad McCafferty, Martin Bowles and PA Maglochlainn.

Colin Flinn was in attendance.

1. APOLOGIES

i. Theresa Cullen.
2. nature of business

i. This was an emergency meeting of the Management Committee of CoSO, called by the Co-chairs to discuss and approve CoSO’s position in relation to the forthcoming Judicial Review of the “Goods, Facilities and Services Regs”.

ii. This followed the Members Forum of 14 March at which it was agreed that the Co-chairs and Management Committee should investigate the options for CoSO to become a Party to the Judicial Review, and for funding of any such action.

iii. As an emergency meeting, the normal items of business were not covered, but it was agreed that the meeting should be formally minuted.
3. Background
i. James reported that CoSO had been informed about the application for Judicial Review brought by The Christian Institute and others in respect of the Equality (Sexual Orientation) Regulations (Northern Ireland). The information came via the Departmental Solicitors Office acting on behalf of OFMDFM. OFMDFM sponsored the Regulations and is the Respondent in the case.

ii. The case was listed on Friday 30 March for the hearing of an application by the Human Rights Commission for an Order that it be given copies of the affidavits and exhibits of the parties in the case. The application was granted.

iii. The Court also gave directions to the Commission concerning its involvement in the case. The Court directed the OFMDFM Solicitor to inform any other party interested in the case of the directions and to advise that if they are not complied with then that party will not be permitted to take any part in the hearing which is fixed for 4 June for three days.

iv. The directions are that any party which wishes to take part must lodge with the Court on or before 30 April written submissions on its interest in the case and why it should take part and an application for leave to take part. The Court will subsequently hear oral submissions on whether or not that party can be permitted to either make oral submissions at the hearing or be confined to making written submissions only.

v. Mairéad and James met with the legal advisor within CAJ (Committee for the Administration of Justice) on Friday. The recommendation was that CoSO become an ‘Intervening Party’ to the Review. This means that CoSO will see the submissions of the other parties to the case, and can make a submission of its own.
4. funding

i. James reported that he had reached agreement for funding to CoSO to become an Intervening Party in the case. We have two funders who are supporting us by providing half the costs each. It is understood that the funders wish to remain anonymous at this stage – these minutes respect that wish.
ii. The estimated costs are between £3k and £5k.

iii. It was noted that actual payment could not be made until July, but it was unlikely that we would be billed before then. As Treasurer, Niall agreed that we had the cashflow to cover any short gap.

iv. There was a discussion on the financial risk to CoSO, member organisations and the Management Committee members. The biggest concern was of costs of other parties being awarded against CoSO, but it was felt that it was extremely unlikely that costs in any outcome of a Judicial Review would be awarded against an Intervening Party, and most likely that each Party would have to carry their own costs. It was agreed that we will monitor the costs we incur and liaise regularly with our funders to ensure that they remain willing to cover the costs arising. 

v. It was noted that CoSO can apply to the Court for a ‘Protective Cost Order’ which means that the costs could not be pursued from CoSO, this would be applied for through the court.
vi. It was also agreed by all present that becoming an Intervening Party in this case was entirely within the remit of CoSO as a legal entity.

vii. It was noted that the funders have stated that they would be unable to support any additional costs to the case if it goes beyond initial hearing.
viii. There was a discussion on other possible sources of funding. Nothing concrete was proposed. PA reported that NIGRA had considered using some of their remaining funding to join the case.

5. decisions
i. The Management Committee approved the decision for CoSO to join the Judicial Review as an Intervening Party, using the funding sourced by James.

ii. James and Mairéad as Co-Chairs were given delegated authority to appoint solicitors and barristers to work on behalf of CoSO for this purpose. Advice will be sought from CAJ.

iii. James is to request an urgent meeting with the Equality Commission to ascertain their position in relation to the Review. It was noted that any such meeting is likely to be during the working day, and only a few CoSO members will thus be free to attend.
iv. Mairéad will email the ‘coso1’ Yahoo! Groups email list to advise the CoSO members and others of the successful funding and CoSO’s intents.

v. James and Mairéad as Co-chairs were given delegated authority to issue press release(s) at suitable times, and to engage with gay press such as Icon and GCN.
6. next steps

i. It was noted that the next CoSO meeting is the Management Committee meeting scheduled for 18 April at 6pm. There are no items of urgent business.
ii. It was also noted that QueerSpace have scheduled an InSpace drop-in development evening which has been advertised for 18 April at 7.30pm. A number of individuals interested in CoSO matters also wish to attend the QueerSpace event. Thus the CoSO Management Committee meeting will be time bound.
iii. It was agreed to keep the agenda for the meeting on 18 April fluid, to allow us to discuss any papers related to the Judicial Review case which we may have received by that time.
7. any other business

i. Niall reported that he has received from OFMDFM the Letter of Offer for funding in 2007/08, which requires signing and return. Unfortunately he had forgotten to bring the only copy to this meeting.
8. date, time and venue for next meetings

i. Wednesday 18 April at 6pm in Cathedral Buildings.
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