APPROVED

A Management Committee Meeting of the 
Coalition on Sexual Orientation was held 
at 6.00pm on Wednesday 8 August 2007 
at Cathedral Buildings, 64 Donegall Street, Belfast.

MINUTES

PRESENT

James Knox (Chairing), Tracy Crowe (Minutes), Martin Bowles, Barry Fitzpatrick, Liam Larmour and Shannon Sickles 
Colin Flinn, Steve Williamson and Gareth Lee were in attendance.

1. APOLOGIES

i. Theresa Cullen, Niall Gillespie and Mairéad McCafferty
2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

i. James proposed and Martin seconded minutes of the previous meeting on 4 July 2007. They were accordingly adopted as a true and accurate record of the proceedings.

3. Matters arising from the minutes

i. All matters arising were covered in other sections of the meeting.
4. Staff reports
i. In Niall’s absence it was agreed that his financial report would be emailed to the CoSO Members before the next meeting.
ii. Tracy provided a brief account of training courses attended and an account of the Equality Network Conference attended in June. This will be emailed to the CoSO Members before the next meeting.
5. Funding
i. The closing date for the Tender closed on 27 July 2007, the applications are being held in the CoSO/Cara-Friend offices until Mirjam, Rita, Etain and Monica carry out the evaluation process. Tracy agreed to contact the committee regarding the tender to determine the result by 23 August 2007.

ACTION tracy

6. AHINI – Anti homophobia in northern ireland

i. AHINI start 16 November and finishes on 22 November 2007, it coincides with Outburst which runs from 22 November until beginning December 2007.

ii. This year AHNI will be Rights based because it is the European Year for Equality.

iii. It will also be a good platform to provide information and promote the Bill of Rights, Section 75 and Single Equality Legislation across Ireland and the UK during the week of AHINI.

iv. James, Barry and Liam have agreed to come up with a theme and various events during AHINI, including a conference, seminars and a mingling night for those who affect and are affected by the Bill of Rights.

ACTION james, barry and liam

v. James has agreed to send out three letters to the three Commissions inviting them to become involved in an event during AHINI.

ACTION james

7. NICCY

i. NICCY is carrying out a consultation regarding Children’s Rights Research and they would like CoSO to discuss the priorities that have come from the research. James will try to arrange a meeting for September and if this is not acceptable CoSO will forward existing info from GLYNI and CoSO.

ii. Tracy has agreed to disseminate the CoSO Youth and Education pamphlet which can be found on the CoSO website under publications to the CoSO Members list. This is in preparation for discussion at the next Management Committee Meeting.

ACTION tracy

iii. Liam has agreed to disseminate the GLYNI and Children and Young People’s Unit from OFMDFM research consultation for the same meeting.

ACTION tracy

8. Bill of Rights

i. CoSO is in the process of applying for the CFNI Small Grant to fund specific events to have the general publics input in the position paper. Martin and Niall have agreed to write the proposal for the application.

ACTION Martin and Niall

ii. The next meeting to discuss the Bill of Rights Position Paper will be held on 29 August 2007 at 5.30 pm.

9. Annual general meeting

i. The format of the previous order of service was approved and will be used as a template for this year’s AGM which will be held on 3 September at 6 pm.

ii. The 2006 minutes will need to be approved at the AGM.
iii. There will be changes to the Co-Chairs report and information about the Judicial Review and Sector Funding will be added.

iv. Martin and Shannon have agreed to write the Management Committee Report and will be submitted by 17 August.

ACTION Martin and shannon

v. Tracy agreed to search all Unions in Northern Ireland to see if they have separate LGBT sections and send an invitation to join CoSO at the AGM.

ACTION tracy

vi. James has agreed to check out the process for organisations when joining CoSO.

action james
10. consultations

i. CoSO have been invited to consult on the Implementation of the Gender Goods and Services Directive and Barry Fitzpatrick has agreed to send a formal response on our behalf.

ACTION barry 

ii. Several other consultation invitations have been declined due to lack of staff, time and resources.

iii. Barry has also agreed to send an initial formal response regarding Section 75 on our behalf.

ACTION barry 

11. Any Other Business
i. The BORC AGM will be held on the 25 August at 1 pm and Martin suggested that a CoSO representative attend.
ii. A new and improved logo was presented to the members but it was decided that approval of the new design should wait until the next meeting when Mairéad, Theresa and Niall are in attendance.

iii. Martin and Shannon requested that Tracy send a reminder about dates and times of Management Committee and Members Forum to the Members list.

ACTION tracy 

12. Date, time and venue for the next meeting

i. 12 September 2007 at 6 pm, followed directly by the Members Forum at 7 pm
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