APPROVED

A Management Committee Meeting of the 
Coalition on Sexual Orientation was held 
at 6.00pm on Wednesday 17th October 2007 
at Cathedral Buildings, 64 Donegall Street, Belfast.

MINUTES

PRESENT

i. James Knox (Chair), Tracy Crowe (Minutes), Martin Bowles, Theresa Cullen, Barry Fitzpatrick, Niall Gillespie, Mairéad McCafferty and Shannon Sickels
Colin Flinn was in attendance
2. APOLOGIES

i. Liam Larmour
3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

i. James proposed and Martin seconded minutes of the previous meeting on 12 September 2007. They were accordingly adopted as a true and accurate record of the proceedings.

4. Matters arising from the minutes

i. All matters arising were covered in other sections of the meeting.
5. Mervyn Kingston – Changing Attitude Ireland

i. Mervyn has asked to be made a member of CoSO and would like his mail directed to the Cathedral Buildings address. 

ii. The group agreed that Mervyn would be invited to the next Members Forum to be held in November and speak on behalf of Changing Attitude Ireland.

iii. Mervyn’s organisation would then be formally invited to attend the CoSO EGM, in December, where all groups interested in joining CoSO would be considered for formal adoption.

ACTION TRACY
iv. Other groups to be invited to the CoSO EGM are Gay Newry, Rainbow and Gender Essence.
6. North-south-east-west conference

i. Tracy confirmed that the Stormont Hotel had been booked for November 17.

ii. The food order would be confirmed closer to the time with the Stormont Hotel, but was provisionally booked some weeks ago.

iii. Most guest speakers have been confirmed. Tracy and James have agreed to contact Martin McGuiness’ personal assistant to invite him to open the conference.
ACTION tracy & james

7. funding

i. The CFNI Small Grant was cut from £10,000 to £6,000 and then again to £5,000.00. This is because the CFNI were advised that with well written editorials CoSO could reach a large audience and would be much cheaper than advertising.

ii. Nora Greer has asked that CoSO provide a breakdown and a form of acceptance for the £5,000.00 grant.

ACTION james, Martin & Niall

iii. The breakdown should say that the money will be used towards 4 road shows and adverts. The road shows would take place in Newry, Causeway, North Down and Derry. The Conference will be a good location for the Belfast audience to be reached.

iv. There will be two large advertisements in local papers which will include a feedback form entitled something along the lines of “What would you like to see in the Bill of Rights?”

v. Tracy has agreed to contact organisations in Derry, Newry, North Down and Causeway to determine the next 2 meeting dates so CoSO can co-ordinate their road shows around them.
ACTION tracy 

vi. CoSO will meet again on October 23 to form a panel for the road shows and to plan the outreach workshops.

vii. An invitation to attend this meeting should be sent out on the CoSO Members Yahoo! Mailing list.

ACTION TRACY
8. Staff reports
i. Tracy provided a brief account of training courses attended and an account of tasks completed in the last month. This was approved by the group.
ii. Niall confirmed that all finances are up to date on Sage and will be passed over to Tracy in the coming weeks.

iii. Monica of OFMDFM has asked for a formal account of the finances and Niall has provided copies of all invoices over £100.

iv. The insurance (£1, 054.00) has been paid to Rollins for Cara-Friend and CoSO. Rollins wrote a cheque for the insurance claimed when Liam was burgled. The cheque was incorrectly addressed to Doug Sobey and was returned so they could re-issue to the relevant party.

v. All members agreed that CoSO should apply to the Internal Fund for £1,000.00 as there are limited finances in CoSO’s account.

9. cOso POST
i. All the mail was approved.
10. Consultations
i. Tracy has agreed to attend the Belfast City Council Peace Plan consultation on behalf of CoSO. This will be held on October 29 between 10am and 12 at the Belfast Castle.

ACTION tracy

ii. It was agreed that CoSO could afford to facilitate representatives from CoSO to attend conferences and seminars. 
11. Any Other Business
i. James noted that the toilet facilities on the second floor of Cathedral Buildings needed to be properly cleansed. Colin has agreed to contact Linsey about it.
ACTION colin

ii. Mairéad has asked that the Tom Frawley Report from the Standards Committee be evaluated by the CoSO Management Committee. Tracy has agreed to forward the report to the CoSO-Members Yahoo! Mailing list.
ACTION tracy

iii. The CoSO Management Committee has agreed to write a letter of support for Vincent Creelan.

iv. Andrew Muir for North Down and Ards LGBT Group has asked for admin support from Tracy. He would like Tracy to attend all meetings and take minutes. The Management Committee feel this is logistically not viable band have suggested that Andrew use the committee office in Belfast so that Tracy can take the minutes without having to travel as she has no access to her own transport. They also advised that Andrew apply for the Internal Fund for secretarial support.

v. James has suggested that CoSO approach the PSNI for advice on security for Cathedral Buildings.
12. Date, time and venue for the next meeting

i. 21st November 2007 at 6 pm, Cathedral Buildings
Signed
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