Malcolm

I avoid using the word homophobia which was meant to describe fear of homosexuality not anti-gay as such.

The popular press in the south is not as one on the issue which is important to say. The Sunday Independent had 10 articles two weeks ago defending Norris.

The hate mongers are a small group of ultra-Catholics but they certainly hit target.

Are we ready? I think Ireland is. Even the DUP has had to say LGBT.

Wilde of course was a pederast and he remains much loved.

Best

Jeff
David Norris - that interview
by Jeffrey Dudgeon on Saturday, 04 June 2011 at 18:17

Ireland’s first gay president is a bridge that needs to be crossed just as the first northerner, Mary McAleese, had many people arguing you could take the girl out of Ardoyne…

 

By and large, they were proved wrong (and magnificently so this year), as would be the case with David Norris. His failure in the resurrected interview was going on about Greek love but not also talking clearly about the legal age of consent which should concern a legislator, which he was.

 

Lines have to be drawn in law. If the age of consent is as it is now in Northern Ireland, 16, it is true many girls get pregnant at 15, but the male culprits are still liable to prosecution. Some are, but most are not. The matter however has to be left to the discretion of the police and the PPS.

 

The gay president, Ireland did not have was Roger Casement. Had he been reprieved like Eamon de Valera, he would have been first in line in 1938, even before his friend, Douglas Hyde who became the first President.

 

Casement’s politics were somewhere between de Valera’s and Sean McBride’s. Ardent separatist and gunrunner, Anglican turned Roman Catholic, and bitter anti-partitionist, he also had a practical humanist side. Arming the rebels in 1916, he did not want a blood sacrifice and thus tried to get the Rising called off.

 

His diaries reveal him, unlike Norris, not to be discursive or academic, but an inveterate crosser of the line and disregarder of an age of consent, which by and large did not exist then in law for homosexuals. He was also given to outdoor cruising which is still a grey area although increasingly replaced by its cyber equivalent.

 

That has its dangers, as Chris Bryant MP discovered. A photograph in his underpants on a gay dating website came to haunt him. None the less his career prospered and he became a Foreign Office Minister.

 

But like most heterosexual men (although not all) Casement would have kept his trousers on in power or in the Park, That is what you ask of Presidents. Not that Presidential pasts have all been impeccable.

